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On 


To His Moſt Serene 


_ » ROYAL HIGHNESS | 


FRIDERICK, 


Hereditary PRINCE, Succeſſor to the 
bes 2 CRown of 


DENMARK and NORWAY. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Serene 
Royal Highneſs, 


S I took the Freedom 
moſt humbly to ad- 


dreſs to the King Your Royal 
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DEDICATION. 
Father an Account of the 
Greenland Miſſion's Begin- 
ning and Propagation, which 
his Majeſty with ſo glori- 


ous a Zeal protects and en- 


courages; ſo likewiſe, with 


the. ſame moſt humble Sub- 


miſſion, I preſume to offer 
to Your moſt Serene Royal 
Highneſs this preſent Sur- 


vey, or Natural Hiſtory of 


Greenland; endeavouring by 
this means to inſinuate and 
recommend to Vour Royal 
Highneſs's F avour and Pro- 
N chen ſo pious an Under- 
taking; þ 
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DEDICATION: 
taking; | becauſe the poor 
Greenlanders have a Right 
to claim your Protection, as 
well as the Kingdoms of Den. 
mark and Norway ; and are 
in Hopes of enjoying, one 
Day, the greateſt Bleſſings 
under Vour — On” 


This 15 Work cannot fal 


of a gracious Reception from 
Your Royal Highneſs, as it 


aims only at, and is calcu- 
lated for, the Honour of God, 
and Vour Royal Family's Ex- 
altation. The laſt of which 
. Wholl 


DEDICATION. 
wholly depends on, and ne- 
ceſſarily follows the firſt; for 
when the poor Greenlanders 
ſhall have learned to know 


and worſhip God, as their ; 
Creator and Redeemer, then 


they will likewiſe learn to 
ack nowledge and "WPAWEL PM 


Chriſtian Sovereign as their 


King and Ruler, through 
whoſe moſt Chriſtian Care 
and Beneficence they have 


been brought to the Know- 
__ of Salvation. 9 


10000 ha "I of God 
daily 


DEDICATION. 
daily encreaſe, and be ſpread far 
and wide, under the Govern- 
ment of Your Royal Houſe! 
May the Word of God run 
ſwiftly, under the Sway of 
its Scepter, as it doth in the 
Eaſt, ſo alſo now in the coldeſt 
North. That it may pleaſe 
Almighty God to make Your 
Royal Highneſss Name as 
the Name of the great and 
mighty Ones upon Earth ; 
that he may eſtabliſh, and 
powerfully ſupport the Royal 
Hereditary Throne, and place 
Vou as a Blefling before 
4 A 4 his 


DEDICATION. 
his Face to- all Eternity, 
are the hearty Wiſhes and 
Prayers of, 796 


Your Serene Rovar Hicnness's 


moſt Obedient, 


moſh Humble, 
and moſt Devoted 
Subject and Servant, 
nhagen, 
uly 20, 


1741. 


HANS EGEDE 
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AuTHoR's PREFACE 


T.O TIE 


READER. 


Friend of mine, who lived 
A ſome Time in Greenland, 
publiſhed (unknown to me) 


ſome Years ago, a Deſcription 


of Greenland, unden the Title of, 
A New Survey of Ou Greenland, 
which, not long after my Arrival 
in thoſe Parts, I had ſtetcbed, to ſa- 
tisfy ſome of my Favourers, accord- 
ing to the "— T then had ac- 
quired : 


i 
| 
| 
: 
: 
| 
: 


 PRE/FACE 
quired : But having ſince that Time 
got a fuller Light in theſe Matters, 


partly by my own Obſervations, and 


partly by thoſe of my Son Paul Egede, 
who has been four Years Miſſionary 
in the North-Weſt Colony of Green- 
land, I have found it neceſſary to 
perfect and enlarge this little Work 
in Embryo, under the ſame Title that 
it made its fir ſ: Appearance, with 


ſome uſeful Additions, and with the 


Ornaments of diverſe Figures and 
Cuts of certain Animals, Fiſhes, Birds, 
Plants, and other natural Products 


of the Country, together with a new- 


contrived Map of the ſame, that ſo 
the Reader may the better comprehend 


what he finds in this Sketch. Though 


Greenland be 4 Country of a vaſt 


Extent, yet it affords but a narrow 
Field for any Obſervation or Remarks 


of Conſequence ; there being no ſtrong 
or well-built Towns to meet with; no 


well-ordered Polity or Civil Govern- 


ment ; 
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PREFACE. Xi 
ment; 10 fine Arts and Sciences, or 
the like ; but only a Number of mean, 
| wretched, and ignorant Gentiles, who 
| live and improve the Land according * 
| to their low Capacity. I muſt own 
that Greenland, in its preſent State 
and Condition, compared with other 
Countries, is but very mean and poor, 
Though not yet ſo deſpicable and wretch- 
> | ed, but it may, uſing Care and In- 
duſtry, not only richly maintain its 
' | own Inhabitants, but alſo communi- 
| cate to others out of the Remainder 
of its Products. As for the Land 
| in itſelf, it yields little or nothing, 
| not being manured or cultivated, but 
lies altogether waſte and untilled ; 
| nevertheleſs the Ancient Hiſtories and 
| Accounts, yet extant, of the Land, 
| make it appear, that it is not unfit 
| for ſeveral Produfts; and therefore 
J don't queſtion, but it might re- 
trieve the Loſs of its former Plenty 
and Fruitfulneſs, ſhould it come to be 

| 3 well 
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well ſettled again, and cultivated, 
But as to the Seas, they yield more 
Plenty and Wealth of all forts of 
Animals and Fiſhes, than in moſt o- 
ther Parts of the World, which may 
zurm to very great Profit ; witneſs 
the exceeding great Riches many Ma- 
tions have gathered, and are 2 ga- 
thering from the Whale Fiſbery, and 
the Capture of Seals and M. orſes or 
Sea Horſes. Thus it is confeſſed, that 
Greenland js Country not unworthy 
of keeping and improving. And this 
has been the well-grounded Opinion of 
our late Monarchs of Denmark, and 
many of their chief Ci an eller, who 
have made Jo much of Greenland, 
that they have ſpared no Cofts in fit- 
ting out ſeveral Ships for its Diſcove- 
ry, of which hereafter farther Wotice 
Hall be taken, This Diſcovery has 
been chiefly undertaken, to the end, 
that the Chriſtian Religion, which has 
been unfortunately worn out in theſe 
Parts 
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Paris of the World, might again be 
re-eftabliſhed, and the poor Inhabi- 
tants, viz. the Off-ſpring of the Old 
Northern Chriſtians, if through God's 
Mercy any ſuch may yet be found 
there, as true Subjects to Denmark 
and Norway, ni hs be aſſiſted and 
comforted both as to Body and Soul. 
And although theſe _ laudable 
Endeavours of thoſe glorious Mo- 
narchs, of pious and bleſſed Memory, 
have not had all the Succeſs, one could 
defire; yet they have opened the Way 
" | for freſh Attempts of the ſame na- 
, ture, which (God be thanked) have 
not been loft, in as much as the Weſt- 
ern Coaſt of Greenland (by the Danes 
called Weſterbygd) not only has been 

fully diſcovered, but alſo ſeveral new 
Lodges have been there erected, and 
the holy Word of God has been 
preached, with God's Bleſſing, 10 
| theſe ignorant Heathens that dwell 
in thoſe Places, where Chriſtianity 
has 


PREFACE. | 
has been gui te extinct and Forgot: 
All this ought to encourage us to 
continue our Endeavours to diſcover 
the Eaſtern Shore, where it is con- 
feſſed, the chief Colony has been ſeat- 
ed; and perhaps the Off-ſpring of 
the old Norwegians and Iſlanders 
may be recovered ; which I don't 


think impoſſible, provided we go on 


in the right Way, as I hope to ſhew 


#n the following Treatiſe. 
Hou praiſe-worthy and glorious 


an Enterprize would it be, to under- 
zake ſo great and wholeſom a Work, 
chiefly in regard to theſe unhappy 
People, who, by a juft Fudgment of 
God, now for upwards of three hun- 
dred Years, have been debarred all 
Communication with Chriſtians ; which 
to remedy, not only our Civil, but 
Chriſtian Duty obliges us. It be- 
comes us therefore heartily to pray 
God Almighty, that he will be pleaſed 

70 
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HNA. 
to appeaſe bis Wrath kindled againſt 
theſe poor M reiches, and ta diſcloſe 
to our moſt gracious Sovereign, and 
10 other well-intentioned Chriſtians, 
the beſt Way and Means to this Coun- 
try's Diſcovery and happy Reflitu- 
tion. And though we ſhould fail of 
Succeſs, in flill meeting with the a- 
foreſaid Off-ſpring of the old Nor- 
wegian and. Ifland Chriſtians, who, 


Vor ought we know, may be all ex- 


tin and deſtroyed, as we found it 
on the Welt Coaſt ; yet, for all that, 
T ſhould not think all our Labour 
hboft, nor our Coſis made to no Pur- 
poſe, as leng as it may be for the 
Good and Advantage of thoſe igno- 
rant Heathens, that live there; to 
whom we have Reaſon to hope, our 
moſt gracious Sovereign will alſo ex- 
tend his fatherly Clemency, and Chri- 
ian Zeal, to provide for their eter- 
nal Happineſs, as he ſo graciouſly has 
done for thoſe on the Weſtern Shore; 


ſeeing 
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RE FACE. 
ſeeing that by theſe Means the old 
ruined Places might anew be provided 
with Colonies and Inhabitants ; which 
world prove no ſmall Advantage to 
the King and his Dominions. This 
my well-meant Project, that God in 
his Mercy will advance and promote, 
to the Honour of his moft holy Name, 
and the enlightning and ſaving of 
theſe poor Souls, is the fincere Defire 


of, 


Hans EGEDE. 
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Treats of the Situation and Extent 
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\ REENL AND lies but 40 


2 


Miles to the Weſt off of Teland; TH 

beginning from the 59th Degree | is : 
5o Minutes. The Eaſtern Coaſt extends 1 
itſelf in the North as far as Spitz-Berg, | 


between 78 and 80 Degrees; which is 
thought to be an Iſland, ſeparated from 
7 | : the 


"4 
** 


—— 


2 The Watural Hiſtory 
2 pro. the Continent of Greenland. The We- 
tiguous to ſtern Shore is diſcover'd as far as 70 odd 


the Wen Side Degrees. Whether it be a large Iſland, or 
borders upon Countries to the North, is not 
yet found out; chere ſeems great Reaſon 
to believe, it is contiguous to America on 
the North-Weſt Side; becauſe there we 


meet with the Bay or Inlet, which in the 


Sea-Carts is called Davis's Strait, from an 


Engliſhman, who in the Vear 158 5 ' was 
the firſt Diſcoverer of it ; and is yearly fre- 
quented by Ships of different Nations, on 
account of the Whale-Fiſhery : But no 
Body as yet has been able to find out the 
Bottom of it. And according to the No- 
tice we have endeayoured to gather from 
thoſe Greenlanders who live fartheſt to the 
North, there is either but a very narrow 
| Paſſage between America and Greenland ; 
or, as is moſt likely, they are quite conti- 
guous : and I am the more inclined to 


believe 

According to the Relation” and Opinion of thoſe 
Greenlanders, that inhabit the Gulf of Diſco, in 69 
Degrees Greenland is an Iſland, which they infer 
from the ſtrong Current that runs foal the North, and 

| keeps the Ice open even into the midſt of the Sea. 
EL They 


are found in great Numbers. 


- 


of Greenland. 


believe this, becauſe the farther you go 
Northwards in the faid Strait, the lower 
is the Land; contrary to what we obſerve, 


where it borders on the Seas or main Ocean, 'Tis uncer- 

tain, whether 
it bord ers up- 
on Alatic Tar- 
tary, on the 


it never wants lofty Promontories. It has 


been the commonly received Opinion, of a 


long ſtanding, that Greenland borders upon 
the Afatic Tartary, and Moſcovia on the 
North-Eaſt ; what confirms them in this 
Notion is an old Story they give Credit to, 
that a certain Harrald Goat did travel by 
Land, over Mountains and Rocks, from 


Greenland to Norway, bringing along with 


him a She-Goat, of whoſe Milk he lived 


on the Journey ; by which he got the Sur- 
name of Harrald Goat. Furthermore, the 


ancient Greenland Chriſtians in their Chro- 
B 2 nicles 


They will alſo tell you, they have ſpoken with People 
different from themſelves on the other Side of the Ice, 
and hail'd them: Their Language (they ſay) is the ſame, 


but the Perſons different, ſo that a ſmall Straight only 


divides Greenland from America, The faid Straights 
are ſo narrow, that Men on both Sides can ſhoot at once 
one and the ſame Fiſh, The Continent fartheſt to the 
North is all covered with Ice: The Iſlands only unco- 
vered, where Rain-Deer, Geeſe, and other wild Birds 
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The Natural Hiſtory 


nicles relate, that there were come to them 
from the Northern Parts, foreign Rain-Deer 
and Sheep, marked upon the Ears, and 
with ſome Marks tied to their Horns; 
from which they concluded, that the Nor- 
thern Parts of Greenland were alſo inha- 
bited. Vid. Theodore Torlaccius. But the 
contrary is proved by later Experiments made 

no 3 by the Navigation of Dutchmen and others 

Navigators. to the North. See Zordrager's Greenland- 
Fiſhery, Part II. Ch. 10. 


Greenland is a Greenland is a high and rocky Country, 


high, moun- : 

rainous Coun-always covered with Ice and Snow (except 

= 1 on the Sea-Side, and in the Bays or Inlets) 

3 "oj which never thaws nor melts away. You 
may judge of the Height by the Proſpect 
they yield at more than 20 Norway Miles 
Diſtance from the Shore. The whole Coaſt 
is ſurrounded with a vaſt Number of large 
and ſmall Iſlands. There are a great many 


Inlets and large Rivers to be met with, 


among which the Principal is called Baal's 
River in 64 Degrees, and has been navi- 
gated 18 or 20 Norway Miles up the 
| Country; 
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Country ; where the firſt Daniſh Lodge 
was ſettled in the Year 1721. In all Sca- 
Carts you will find laid down Forbiſber's ForbjBur's 


Straits and 


Strait and Baer-Sound, which, they pre- Baer-Sourd 
tend, form two large Iſlands, adjacent to found. = | 

the Main-Land; which, I think, are not to n 
be found, at leaſt, not upon the Coaſt of = 
Greenland; for J cou'd not meet with any % 
thing like it, in the Voyage I undertook j 
in the Year 1723 Southward, going upon 

Diſcoveries ; though I went as far as to 

60 Degrees that Way : But at preſent the 

newer Carts lay them down, the Northern 

Strait in 63, and the Southern in 62 De- 

grees. Some of the Ancients, which Thor- 

moder follows in his Green/and Hiſtory, 

place them between 61 and 60 Degrees. 

So that the Carts differ mightily in this Par- 


ticular. Beſides this, there is not a Word No Notice is 
taken of any 


or a Syllable mention'd in our ancient Re- _ ee 
Or anas in 
cords of Greenland of the aforeſaid two the ancient 
Records of 


Straits and large Iſlands: They only in- Greenland. 


form us, that after the old Norwegrtans and 
Tcelanders had began to ſettle Colonies on 
_e Eaſt Side of Greenland, over againſt 

B 3 Ice- 


The Natural Hiftory 
Iceland, they continued to ſpread them- 
ſelves all along the Shore and in the Bays ; 
as far as Baal's River, where they did ſtop; 
and where we find many Ruins of the old 
Norwegian Edifices. And whereas I myſelf 


have lately met with ſo many Stone Build- 


| ings, ſo far to the South, I think my Con- 
dluſion is good, that the Land upon which 
theſe Houſes ſtand, is no particular Iſland, 
but contiguous to the Main, It is there- 
fore very reaſonable to believe, that whereas 
the Ancients took Notice of, and ſo accu- 
rately deſcribed, all thoſe Bays and Iſlands 
that were inhabited ; they would not have 
paſſed by in Silence theſe two large Iſlands, 


whereupon ſuch ſtately Buildings were 


erected. And for this Reaſon I have hereto 
joined a new Map or Delineation of Green- 
land, to ſhew the Contiguouſneſs of the 
Eaſt and Weſt Greenland, agreeably to other 


new Carts of Thermoder and others; which 


I follow as far as I find them not contra- 
dictory to the Deſcription of the Ancients, 
and to my own Experience, 


CHAP. 


7 


of: Greenland. 


CHAP. IT. 


Firſt Settlement of Greenland, with 
ſome Thoughts on the Norwegian 
Colonies Extinction; and whether 
on the Baß Side no Remainders 

may be found of the old Norwegi- 
ans: alſo, whether the ſame Tract 
of Land cannot be recovered. 


18 undoubted, thar the Ancients, 

not ſo much driven by any Neceſſity 
or Compulſion, as led by a natural and 
inbred Curioſity are fallen upon many 
ſtrange Ventures; as for inſtance, to diſco- 
ver and ſettle Colonies in ſo many formerly 
quite unknown and uninhabited Countries; 
to whoſe Diſcovery what particular Acci- 
dents have moſt contributed, we learn by 
the ſeveral Hiſtories and Deſcriptions there- 
of, For the Almighty and good God, who 
has not in vain created the vaſt Globe of 
the Earth, has alſo not intended, that any 
| B 4 Part 
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Part or Province of it ſhould lie buried in 


eternal Oblivion, uſeleſs to Mankind. And t] 
that Green/and by ſuch means has. been I 
diſcovered and inhabited by our old Norwe-- h 
gians and Tcelanders, we are fully informed 8 
of, by the Annals of Iceland; where we ſt 


Frick Rau read, that the brave and valiant Erick 6 


q Raude (or Red) who was the firſt Diſ- W 


l 
95 3 ere coverer of this Country, after he in Com- a 
| pany with ſeveral other Tcelanders, in the cl 
| Year of our Lord 982. by meer Caſualty T 
| . . b 
fell in with the Land, and had taken a N 
| Survey of its preſent State, he returned to af 
| Tceland the next Year 983 ; ſpoke much w 
in Commendation of the Land, calling it an 
| the Greenland, by which he perſuaded C 
| many of his Countrymen to follow him be 
thither, in order to find out Places fit for 1. 
. dwelling, and to ſettle there. They no to 
| ſooner no 
; 

| : no 
b Hiſtorians diſagree about the Time of the firſt th 
4 Settlement of Greenland, The Icelanders (as we have 

1 , mentioned) will have it to be done in the Year 982-3, 

] But Pontanus, in his Daniſh Hiſtory, refers it to theYear 

770; Ls his Aſſertion good by a Bull of Pop An 


| we Veh who in the Year 835 ſent to Biſho cor 
: Anſgarius, Co 


of Greenland. | 9 
ſooner were arrived and ſettled here, but : 
they found God was come along with them; 

I mean the ſaving Knowledge of his moſt 

holy Word. For the ſaid Erick Raude his The Chriſtian 
Son, called Leif, after he had been in-pizndd in 
ſtructed in the Goſpel Truths by King Olaf — 
(who was the firſt Chriſtian King of Nor- 

way) brought along with him from Nor- 

way to Greenland a Prieſt, who taught and 

chriſtned all the Inhabitants of the Country. 

Thus this Country has firſt been ſettled by 

Norway and . Iceland Colonies, which in 
after-times have increaſed and been provided 

with many Churches and Convents, Biſhops 

and Teachers ; which laſted as long as the 
Correſpondence and Navigation continued 

between them and Norway, until the Year Plourithed til 
1406, when the laſt Biſhop was ſent over eat 1455. 
to Greenland. Yet the Norwegians were 

not the original Natives of the Land ; for, 

not long after their Arrival, they met with, dere 


Natives living 


the old Inhabitants, a ſavage People dwell- d 3 


ing try before the 
Norwegians, ' 


Anſgarius, wherein the Propagation of the Goſpel is re- 
commended to. him, as Archbiſhop of the Northern 
Countries, and eſpecially of Iceland and Greenland, 
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ing on the Weſtern Shore, originally de- 


ſcended from the Americans; as may with 


great Probability be gathered from the 


Agreement of their Perſons, Cuſtoms and 


Habits with thoſe who dwell to the North 
of Hudſon's Bay; as likewiſe while thoſe, 
that inhabited the Northern Parts (now 
going by the Name of Davis's Straits) ad- 
vanced nearer and nearer to the South, and 
often made War upon the Norawegians. 


Concerning the Cauſe of the Ruin and to- 
tal Deſtruction of that ſo well eſtabliſhed 


Cauſes why 
all Correſpon- 
dence and 
Navigation 
ceaſed be- 


tween Norway 


and Green- 


Norwegian Colony, there is nothing found 


upon Record; the Reaſon of which I think 
to be, that after all Correſpondence and 
Navigation ceaſed between Greenland and 
Norway, partly by the Change and Tran- 
lation of the Government in Queen Mar- 
garet's Reign; and partly by the next fol- 
lowing continual Wars between the Danes 


and Swedes, which cauſed the Navigation 


to thoſe Parts to be laid aſide, and chiefly 


by the great Difficulty and innumerable 
Dangers of ſuch Navigation, which ſeveral 
Cauſes cut off all Intelligences, that might 


be 


— — " hag 
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Of Greenland. 
be had of that Country's State, as may be 
ſeen in Pontanus and Claudius Lyſcander. 


The ancient Hiſtorians divide Greenland ©*niand i 


divided into 
two Diſtricts, 
called Bygdes. 


into two Parts or Diſtricts, called Weſt 
Bygd, and Eaſt Bygd. As to the Weſt 


Diſtrict, which is ſaid to have contained The Weſtern 
| Diſtric de- 
ſtroyed by the 
find in the ancient Hiſtories, amounts to Schrelingers. 


four Pariſhes, and 100 Villages, all we 


this, viz, That in the 14th Century it was 
ſorely infeſted by a wild Nation called Schrel- 
lings, and laid ſo waſte, that when the 
Inhabitants of the Eaſtern Diſtrict came to 
the Aſſiſtance of the Chriſtians, and to 
expel the barbarous Nation of the Schrel- 
lings, who were fallen upon the Chriſtians, 
they found to their great Aſtoniſhment the 
Province quite emptied of its Inhabitants, 
and nothing remaining but ſome Cattle and 
Flocks of Sheep, ſtraying wild and un- 
guarded round about the Fields and Mea- 
dows; whereof they killed a good Number, 


which they brought home with them in 


their Ships. By which it appears, that the 
Norway Chriſtians in the Weſtern Diſtrict 


were 
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were deſtroyed, and Chriſtianity rooted 


The modern out by the Savage Heathens. The mo- 
Inhabitants 


bave ſome dern Inhabitants of Weſt Greenland, being 
Knowledge 
hereof. 


tioned wild and barbarous Schrellings, have 
no certain Account to give us of this Matter; 
though they will tell you, that the old decayed 
: dwelling Places and Villages, whoſe Ruins 
dare yet ſeen, were inhabited formerly by a 
Nation quite different from theirs; and 
they alſo affirm, what the ancient Hiſtories 
tell us, that their Anceſtors made War with 
them, and deſtyoyed them ©, 
47 ey: - 2 00 


A ridiculous 
Tale -6f the 


0” 0 es well concerning the Origin of our Colonies (whom they 
Cretu 


Jeter con. ſtile with the Name of Kablunzt) as allo of their total 
*cerving tee Overthrow, as follows: A Greenland Woman in her 
Crigin and Child-bearing, was once delivered of Kablunæt and 


ite” pag * Dogs Whelps, of which the Parents were highly 


thoſe Parts. aſhamed; and for that Reaſon withdrew from their 
Neighbours and Countrymen, This monſtrous Breed, 
being grown up, became ſo troubleſome to their Father, 
that he was not able to endure them ; wherefore he re- 
tired yet further to ſome diſtant Place. Mean while this 
inhuman Race came to this horrible Agreement amongſt 
themſelves, to devour their own Father, whenever he 
ſhould happen to come among them; which a little 
after came to paſs, when he viſited them with a 
Preſent of ſome Part of à Seal, which he had taken, 


ED | 


r . 


(no doubt) the Offspring of the afore-men- 


© The Greenlanders relate a very ridiculous Story, as 


8 
: 
e 
e 
a 
5 


Northern Coaſts upon this Shore, which 
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- * 
* 1 
© ' 


ſtern Dictrict, its pre- Eaſtern Di. 

Now gs t the Eaſtern District, S 

ſent State is intirely unknown to us; as unknown to 

I . . . 0 - us. 
there is no coming at it with any Shipping, 
upon the Account of the vaſt Quantity of 


Ice, driven from Spitzbergen and other 


adhering to the Shore barricades the Land, ES 


and renders it wholly inacceſſible, We may cargo 
ter e - 


nevertheleſs gather from the above-mentioned ſtruction of 


the Weſtern, 
Expe- 


4 E 


according to Cuſtom. Kablunet immediately went 
down to him, to whom the Father delivered the Piece 
of Seal-Fleſh he had brought them. But he was no 


: ſooner got a-ſhore, before the Doggiſh Race ſeized and 


devoured him, and then fell a eating the Seal-Fleſh» 
given them. Whilſt the Kablunzt dwelled there, one 


of the Innuits, (or Mankind) for ſo they call 


themſelves, came rowing along the Shore, and throw- 
ing his Dart at ſome Sea-Fowl, miſled what he aimed 
at; which one of the Kablunæt, who ſtood upon a 
Point of Land running out into the Sea, obſerving, | 
mocked and ridiculed him, and laying himſelf down 
upon the Ground, told him, that as he ſaw he was ſo 
dexterous in ſhooting, he would be the Bird, he might 
throw the Dart at him, and take Care not to miſs him. 
W hereupon IJnnuit ſhot and killed him, This Death 
cauſed continual Strifes and Wars between the Kablu- 
nets and Iunuits, which laſt at length became Mafters, 


and overthrey the former, 
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14 De Matural Hiſtory 
Expedition of the Eaſt Greenlanders againſt 

the Schrellingers, that after the Deſtruction 

and total Overthrow of the Weſtern Diſtrict 

and its Colonies, the Eaſtern were yet 


this happened, no Notice is taken by the 
Some Rem. old Hiſtorians. Nevertheleſs from many 


nant of the 


—— Tokens and Remainders of probable Evi- 


bald to be dence it may be inferred, that the old Co- 


pe ory lony of the Eaſtern Diſtrict is not yet quite 
erxtinct. To the Confirmation of which, 
Thormoder in his Hiſtory of Greenland 

alledges the following Paſſage, 


nent Bi- Biſhop Anand of Shalbolt in Iceland 
op of Iceland 


was in ther6th (who Anno 1522 had been conſecrated, 


Cent dri 
ven under but Auno 1540 again reſigned) once return- 


ns, aw ing from Norway to Iceland, was by a Storm 
— feed driven Weſtward upon the Coaſt of Green- 
and Flocks. land, which he coaſted for ſome time 
Northwards, made Land towards the Even- 
ing, finding themſelves off of Heryolſneſs ; 
they came ſo near to the Shore, that they 
could deſcry the Inhabitants driving their 


Flocks in the Paſture Grounds ; But, as 
| the 


ſtanding and flouriſhing. But in what Year 


e Greenland. 15 
the Wind ſoon after proved fair, they 
made all the Sails they could, ſteering for 
Iceland, which they reach'd the Day fol- 
jowing, and enter'd the Bay of St. Patrick, 
which lies on the Weſt Coaſt of the Ifland, 

| in the Morning early when they were 3 
milking their Cows, Birn of Sturſaa (as A Hanburgh 


| X RED Captain by 
we learn by the aforeſaid Thormbder Torfa- Storm driven 


ger gives the following Relation: In our rin found 
Time (fays he) one named Jobn Green- — — 
ander, who for a conſiderable "Time had nds. 
been employed in the Service of the Ham- 
'burgh Merchants, in a Voyage from thence 
to Iceland,” met with contrary Winds and 
4 ſtormy Weather, in which he narrowly 
1 Þ * eſcaped being caſt away, and loſt with Shi 
4 and Crew upon the dreadful Rocks of 
n | Greenland,” by getting in at laſt to a fine 
Bay, which contained many Iſlands, where 
ac | he happily came to an Anchor under a 
n- | deſert Iſland; and it was not long before he 
5; ſpied ſeveral other Iſlands not far off, that 
ey | were inhabited; which for fear of the In- 
eir habitants, he for a while did not dare to 
as approach; till at laſt he pluck'd up a good 
the Heart, 
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upon the Ground, with his Face downwards; 


The Natural Hiſtory 


Heart, and ſending his Boat on Shore, went 
to the next Houſe, which ſeem'd but very 
ſmall and mean, Here he found all the 
Accoutrements, neceſſary to fit out a Fiſh- 
ing-Boat; he ſaw alſo a Fiſhing-Booth, or 
ſmall Hut, made up of Stones, to dry 
Fiſh therein, as it is cuſtomary in Iceland. 
There laid a dead Body of a Man, extended 


a Cap ſewed together on his Head; the reſt 
of his Cloathing was made partly of coarſe 
Cloth, and partly of Seal-Skin; an old 
ruſty Knife was found at his Side, which 
the Captain took, in order to ſhew it to his 
Friends at his Return home to Iceland, to in 
ſerve for a Token of what he had ſeen.] a ] 
"Tis further ſaid, that this Commander was Str. 
three times by Streſs of Weather driven tog 
upon the Coaſts of Greenland, by which tha 
he obtained the Surname of Greenlander. 'Yea 


This Relation can be no more than of a Þ Boat 
Hundred Years ſtanding, as Theodore Tor- 
lack affirms; becauſe the abovementioned 
Annals, in which we read it, were com- 


poſed 


G 


e 


poſed by Biorno of Skarſaa within theſe 30 


Years, 


The ſame Author furthermore informg Thereis of- 


| a ten found on 
us, that in Iceland there has often been the Shove of 
| celand 
found ſcattered here and there on the Sea Wrecks of 


| Shore, old broken Pieces of Del. Barde, , ct. 


which were parts of the Ribs of Boats, * n 


which on the Side they were tack'd toge- Boards. 
ther, were paſted with a Sort of Pitch or 
Glue made of the Blubber of Seals; now 
it ſtands confeſs'd, that this kind of Glue 
is no where made Uſe of, but only in 
Greenland, And a Boat of this Make was 
in the Year 1625 found thrown up, upon 
a Point of Land near Reiche-Strand, the 
Structure of which was very artificial, joined 
together- with wooden Nails, not unlike 
that in which A/mmd Koftenrazius, in the 


Year 1189, in Company with 12 Men croſs'd 


over from Greenland to Ireland; which 
Boat was likewiſe tack'd together with 
wooden Nails, and the Sinews of Animals. 
The fame Hiſtorian in his Book de Novitiis 
Ghoenlandorum Indiciis tells us, that ſome 

C Years 
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Years ago, they found an Oar upon the 
Eaſtern Shore of Iceland, whereon theſe 


Words were carved in Runick Characters: 


Oft var ek daſcedar ek dro dib, which ſig- 

nifies, often was I tired, when I carried 

_ thee, Beſides this, I find a Relation in a 

Blif keniass German Writer, whoſe Name is Dithmarus 
Mo Native Blef kenius, concerning a certain Monk, born 
of Greenland. in Greenland, who, as Companion to the 
Biſhop of the Place, in the Year 1546 

made a Voyage into Norway, where he 

lived until the Year 1564, and where, the 

Author ſays, he got acquainted and per- 

ſonally converſed with him, This Monk 

told him many ſtrange and ſurprizing Things 

of a Dominican Convent in Greenland, called 

St. Thomas's Convent; to which his Parents 

ſent him in his Youth to become a Monk 

of that Order. But the Truth of this 

Relation is very much queſtioned, being 
together with ſeveral others of Blef kenius's 

, refuted by Relations refuted and gainſaid by Arngrim 
5787, af in his Treatiſe intitled Anatome Blef feniana. 
Credit. Blefkenius's Relation is nevertheleſs confirm- 
ed by ſeveral other Authors, Eraſmus 

Fran 
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Franciſcus, in his Book called Eaſt and 
Weſt India State Garden, in a Place, where 
he treats of Greenland, tells us, that a Cap- 
tain of a Daniſh Ship, by Name Jacob Jacob Halls 


elation of 


Hall, being ordered by the King his Maſter the ſaid 
to undertake a Voyage to Greenland, he —_ ogg 


touched firſt at Iceland, where he from the Thing. 
King's Lieutenant got Intelligence of 


Greenland, which before was unknown to 
him. And that he might the more fully 


be informed of every thing relating to this 
Matter, a certain Monk was ſent for, to 
inſtruct him herein, who was ſaid to be a 
Native of Greenland; of whom the faid 
Jacob Hall, in his ſhort Deſcription, gives 
the following Account, according to our 
above-mentioned Author Eraſmus Franciſ- 
cus. There has formerly been a Con- 
« vent (ſays he) in Iceland, call'd Helga- 
e field, or Holy Mountain, in which, though 
« it was decay'd, lived a certain Friar, 
« Native of Greenland, with a broad and 
« .tawny Face. This Friar was ſent for by 
© the King's Lieutenant in the Preſence of 
« Jacob Hall, who wanted to be informed 
C 2 * ot 1 
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of the State of Greenland. The Friar ac- 
cordingly told him, that being very young, 


* he was enter'd into this Convent by his 


4 


A 


« Parents; and that he afterwards was 


te commanded by the fame Biſhop, of whom 
“ he had received the holy Orders, to go 
along with him from thence to Norway, 
e where he ſubmitted himſelf to the Bi- 
« ſhop of Drontheim, to whoſe Authority 
and Juriſdiction all the Prieſts of Iceland 
e were ſubject; and being returned to his 


* native home, he again retired and ſhut 


himſelf up in his former Convent. This 
e 1s ſaid to have happened in the Year 
1546. He faid moreover, that in 


the Convent of St. Thomas, where he 


ce alſo had paſs'd ſome time, there was a 


« Well of burniog-hot Water, which, 


* through Pipes, was conveyed into all the 
© Rooms and Cells of the Convent, for 


This Rela- cc 55 . . 
on not tols. 0 Ward them.” But I think there is 


credited. 


as much Reaſon to queſtion the Authen- 
tickneſs of this Relation, as of the former, 
in as much as there is no ſuch thing to 
be found in our Daniſh Archives or Annals, 


3 Not- 
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Notwithſtanding which, what concerns St. 


Thomas's Convent in particular, is confeſs'd, 
and confirm'd by the old Hiſtories of Green- 
land. Nicolas Zenetur, a Venetian by Birth, 
who ſerved the King of Denmark in the 
Quality of a Sea Captain, is faid by chance 
to have been driven upon the Coaſt of 
Greenland in the Year 1380 ; and to have 
ſeen that fame Dominican Convent. His 
Relation is alledged by Nircberus in the fol- 
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lowing Words: Here is alſo a Dominican In the Con- 


vent of St. 


© Convent to be ſeen, dedicated to St. Tho- 7e, there . 
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is a Hot Well, 


mas, in whoſe Neighbourhood there is a, ng Water 


Vulcano of a Mountain that ſpews Fire, <onveyed by 


? Pipes warms 


and at the Foot thereof a Well of burn- the whole 
ing-hot Water. This hot Water is not 9 
only conveyed by Pipes into the Convent, 1 
and through all the Cells of the Friars, "Md 
to keep them warm, as with us the bY 
Rooms are heated by Stoves of Wood- 
Fire or other Fuel; but here they alſo 
boil and bake their Meat and Bread with 
the ſame. This Vulcano, or fiery 
Mountain, throws out ſach a Quantity of 
Pumice-Stone, that it hath furniſhed 
C 3 Mate- 
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Materials for the Conſtruction of the 
© whole Convent: There are alſo fine 
ce Gardens, which reap great Benefit from 
« this hot Water, -adorn'd with all Sorts of 
« Flowers, and full of Fruit. And after 
« the River has watered theſe Gardens, it 
e empties itſelf into the adjoining Bay, 
* which cauſes it never to freeze ; and 
« great Numbers of Fiſh and Sea-Fowl 
* flock thither, which yields plentiful 
© Proviſion for the Nouriſhment of the 
© Inhabitants. 


La) 


Sharſaa's Re- | : 
lation of Bi. Biorno of Skarſaa, concerning Biſhop A- 


ſhop Amund 18 . 

more to he be- mund of Skalholf, who was driven upon 
jeved than | 

others. the Coaſt of Greenland, deſerves moſt to 


be credited: By which we learn, that the 
Colony of the Eaſtern Diſtrict did flouriſh 
about 150 Years after the Commerce and 
Navigation ceaſed between Norway and 
Greenland; and for aught we know, is not 
yet wholly deſtitute of its old Norwegian 
The mozern Inhabitants. We have not been able to get 


Green (anders 
know notuing any Account of this Matter from the mo- 


of this. | 
| ; dern 


Biorns of Of all the atteſted Relations that of 


of Greenland. 


dern Greenlanders, as they entertain no Cor- 
reſpondence with thoſe Parts ; either being 
hindered by the Ice, which renders them 
altogether inacceſſible; or elſe for fear the 
Inhabitants of that Country might kill and 
devour them ; for they repreſent them as a 
cruel, barbarous and inhuman Nation, that 
deſtroy and eat all Foreigners that fall into 
their Hands. Yet this notwithſtanding, if 
we may believe the Relation of thoſe Ad- 
venturers, who have coaſted a great Part 
of the Eaſtern Shore; there is no other 
ſort of Inhabitants found on this, than on 
the Weſtern Side. But how it comes to 
paſs, that the Eaſtern Diſtrict, which was 
ſo well ſettled with Norway and Iceland 
Colonies, that it contained 1 2 large Pariſhes, 
and 190 Villages, beſides one Biſhop's See 
and two Convents, and flouriſhed till the 
Vear 1540; at laſt has been deſtroyed and 
laid waſte, is what I can't conceive, That 
ſome are of Opinion, that the black Plague, 
ſo call'd, which ravaged the Northern 
Countries in the Year 1348, alſo reach'd 


Greenland, and made its Havock among its 
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If the Chri- Eaſtern Colonies, is without aay Ground or 
ſtian Colonies 


of the Eaſt Reaſon ; becauſe the Commerce was car- 
Diſtrict are 


deſtroyed, tis Tied into Greenland until the Year 1406 ; 
likely it was 


done in the and in 1540 that Colony was ſtill ſubſiſt- 
fame man ing. If therefore this Diſtrict be deſtitute 
the Weſt Side. or bereft of its old Inhabitants: tis not 
_ unlike, they have undergone the ſame Fa- 

tality as the Weſtern ones, being deſtroyed 

by the Barbarity of the Savage Schrellin- 


Se. 


A whole Century paſſed from the Ceſ- 


ſation of all Commerce and Navigation be- 


_ tween Norway and Greenland, till new Ad- 


venturers began to apply themſelves to the 


Erick Waſten- Diſcovery of the Eaſtern Diſtrict, The firſt. 


dorf Arch- 
Bithop of of thoſe who took this Affair to Heart was 


Drontheim, his 

Deſign to ſend Erick Walkendorff, Arch-Biſhop of Dron- 
Ships upon 

his Ditco- Zheim, who was reſolved, at his own 


at Charge, to fit out Ships for this Purpoſe, 
but was ſtopt in this pious Defign by King 
TE ED. Chr:/i:an the Second, whoſe Diſgrace he had 


derick the Iſt incurr' d. The next was King Frederick 
attempted the 


ſame, but did the Firſt, whoſe Mind (as it is reported, was 


not ſucceed. 


bent upon the faid Expedition, but was 
. never 


| 
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never put in Execution. Chriſtian the Third, a5, , he 


(as Lyſcander relates) ſent ſeveral Ships with 171d, had no 


the ſame Deſign, but without making any 
Diſcovery. Frederick the IId ſucceeded his Men, Hein- 


| | 3 ſon, ſent by 
Royal Father as well in the Government, Frederick IId, 


3 had Sight of 
as in his good Deſign about Greenland; on the Land. 


which Errand he ſent Magens Heinſon, a — 2 
renowned Seaman in thoſe Days. This 
Adventurer, after he had gone through 

many ' Difficulties and Dangers of Storms 

and Ice, got Sight of the Land, but could 

not approach it; whereupon he returned Ne 
home again, and pretended, that he might under full Sail 
have got on Shore, if his Ship had not been 1 
ſtopd in the midſt of its Courſe by ſome ick Rocks. 
Loadſtone Rocks hidden in the Sea, that he 

could not proceed, though he had a very fa- 


vourable and ſtrong Gale of Wind, and no 


Ice to hinder him; which frightned him and 


made him fail back again to Denmark. But 
the true Loadſtone Rocks, in my Opinion, 
was the terrible Fright he was in of not get- 
ting ſafe through the dreadful Ice Moun- 
tains, which threatned him, or elſe the 
ſtrong Current, which always runs along the 

States 
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States Promontory, with ſuch Violence and 
Rapidity, that it often ſtops a Ship un- 
der full Sail, ſo that the Ship can make but 
little or no Way at all againſt it. The 


Cauſe by others aſſigned for this ſtrange 


Or geg Effect is the Fiſh Remora, which the 
ra. Northlanders call Kracken is nothing but a 
fabulous Story of the too credulous Anti- 
ents, and labours under no leſs Abſurdities 
than the former Opinion, that Rocks of 
Loadſtone, laying on the Bottom of the Sea, 
can ſtay the Courſe of a Ship thats ſails on 


the Surface of it. 


$irMartis Fr. In the fame Year that Magens Heinſon 
er is by went upon the Greenland Diſcovery, the 


Queen Elixa- ; 5 ; I 
beth ſent to Engliſb Hiſtories inform us, that Captain 


- ral Martin Forbiſher, an Enghſhman, was by 
the glorious Queen Elizabeth ſent upon the 
ſame Errand. This Adventurer got Sight 
of the Land, but being partly hindred by 
the Ice, which adhered to it, and partly 
by the Shortneſs of the Winter Days (for it 
was late in the Year) he could not approach 
it, and ſo returned to England again, Next 

Year 


he 


fill 
the 
Sil 
the 
She 
fan 
Pol 
dw 
the 
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Year in the Spring he went upon the ſame if 
Expedition with three Ships. After having 

gone through many great Dangers of the 

Ice and Storms, he at length reached the 
Shore, where he found a wild and ſavage went athore 
Nation; who, when they ſaw the Engli/þ at found # 
coming to them, being frightned, left their inhabiting it. 
Huts, and run away to hide themſelves. 
Some from the higheſt Rocks, threw them 
ſelves into the Sea; whereupon the Engliſb 
entered their Huts, where they met with 
no body but an old Woman, and a young 
one big with Child, thoſe they carried away 
with them. Tis alſo reported, that they 
here found ſome Sand, which contained 
Particles of Gold and Silver, of which they ye 15 nid to 
filled 300 Tuns, and brought it home with has Prengbt 


from thence 


them to England. As to this Gold and 399 lud 8g. 
Silver Sand, I can't help queſtioning whether ver Sand. 
they found any ſuch on the Greenland 

Shore, in as much as Sir Martin in the 

ſame Strain relates wonderful Things of the 


Politeneſs and Civility of a Nation that There are 
many Things 
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| dwelt in thoſe Parts; of which he fays, to bequeſtion- 
: ed in the ſaid 
they were governed by a Prince, whom Relation. 


they 
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they called Kakiunge ; and carried him in 
State on their Shoulders, clothed in rich 
Stuffs, and adorned with Gold and precious 
Stones, which does notat all agree with the 


Meanneſs and Coarſeneſs of Greenland and 


its Inhabitants; but rather ſeems to belong 
to the rich Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, 
where Gold and Silver abounds ; and from 


whence he may have brought the above- 


mentioned Gold and Silver Sand. 


But I think it high time to leave ſuch 
uncertain Relations to their Worth ; and 
turn our Thoughts towards the pious En- 
deavours of our moſt gracious Sovereigns 


the Kings of Denmark, to diſcover and re- 


cover Greenland again. And we find, that 
after the Expeditions of Prederick the IId, 


King Chrifian Chriſtian the IVth his Succeſſor, with 


the I'Vtch = 

ends four great Caſts ordered four different Expedi - 
times Ships to tions for this Diſcovery, The firſt was un- 
Greenland. 


dertaken, under the Command of Godfee 


 Lindenow, with three Ships. And, as the 


Hiſtory tells, Lindenow with his Ship ar- 
rived upon the Eaſt Coaſt of Greenland, 
— (which 


hid 


wh 


_ 
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which I hardly can believe) and found none 
but wild unciviliſed People there, like thoſe 
Forbiſber is ſaid firſt to have met with. He 
ſtaid there three Days, during which Time 
the wild Greenlanders came to trade with 
him ; changing all Sorts of Furs and Skins 
with Pieces of precious Horns, againſt all 
Kinds of ſmall trifling Iron-Ware; as Knives, 
Sciſſars, Needles, common Looking-Glaſles, 
and other ſuch Trifles. When he ſet Sail M. 6 
from thence, there were two Greenlanders — — 

| remaining in the Ship, whom he carried 4 
| off, and brought them home along with 
him : theſe, as they made all their Endea- 


vour to get away from him, and ſometimes 
would have jumped into the Sea, they 
t | were obliged to tye and ſecure them; which 


when their Countrymen obſerved, who flock- 
ed together upon the Shore, they made a 
. | hideous Outcry and Howling, flung Stones, 
and ſhot their Arrows at the Sailors, upon 
„e which they from the Ship fired a Gun, 
K which frightned and diſperſed them; and 
7 ſo the Ship left them. The two other 
„ | Ships, that ſet Sail in Company, and under 
h | the 
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The other two the Command of Lindenow, after they 
fone Men had doubled Cape Farewell, ſteered direct. 
which con, ly for the Strait of Davis; in which 


— and four Navigation they diſcovered many fine Har- 
n  bours, delightful green Meadow-lands, but 
all the Inhabitants along the Coaſts wild 

and favage, as before. Tis pretended alſo, 

that they in ſome Places found Stenes, 
which contained ſome Silver Ore, which 

they took along with them ; of which 100 
Pound yelded 26 Ounces of Silver. (Here 

again I cannot forbear queſtioning, whether 

this Silver-Ore has been found on the 
Greenland Shore, or rather over againſt it, 

on the American Coaſt,) Theſe two 


Ships alſo brought four Savages home with 
them to Copenhagen. . 


\ 


In the ſecond The ſecond Expedition was made by 


V h * . 
4.4 chang Order of the ſame King in the Year 1606, 


De — © with five Ships, under the Conduct of the 
but one died aforementioned Admiral Lindenow ; bring- 
ing along with them three of the Savages 
(one of them dying in the Voyage) which 
they had carried off, the Year before, from 


3 Green- 


bh fag oa» _ 
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Greenland. But this time he directed his 
Courſe to the Weſtward of Cape Parewell, 
ſtanding for the Strait of Davis; where 
he coaſting along took the Survey of ſe- 
veral Places, and then returned home a- 
gain. 


The third and laſt Expedition of this 23 
i glorious King was only of two Ships, com- Sightof Land, 
) manded by Captain Carſten Richards, 1— wy - _ 
Holſtenian by Birth; he ſpied the Land 

[ and its high and craggy Rocks afar off, 

e but could not come near it, on Account 

, of the Ice; and fo, after he had loſt his La- 


0 bour, he re turned home. 


vs 


9 v9 . ; . . Ca 1 

The fourth Expedition of King Chriſti- ibn Ni. 

an the IVth, under the Conduct of Cap-vigation, 

. . 1616. 

y | tain Jens Munck in the Year 1616, was 
5, | not made for the Diſcovering of Green- 
ze land, but to find out a Paſſage between 
- | Greenland and America to China; the 
es | Misfortunes of which Expedition are related 


h | by the ſaid Commander. 


J= There 
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NE hr There was beſides theſe four Expeditions, 
Cy of "of the King's Coſt, a fifth undertaken, in | 
Copenhagen. the fame King's Reign, by a Company ſet- 
led in Copenhagen in the Year 1636; of 
which Company the Preſident was the Lord 
High Chancellor, Chriſtian Friis, as Ly, d 
cander informs us. Two Ships, fitted out 7 
by this Company, directing their Courſe to tl 
the Weſtward of Greenland, fell in with te 
the Strait of Davis, where they traded, for tl 
a while, with the Savages : But this was 
not the main Concern of the Comman- 
der, who was acquainted with a Coaſt, Þ K 
whoſe Sand had the Colour and Weight of th 
1 2 Gold, which he accordingly did not miſs; fit 
low Sand, faid and filled both their Ships with the ſame. Cc 
Gel. After their Return to Copenbagen, the riv 
Goldſmiths were ordered to make a Trial, the 
whether this Sand would yield any Gold, or 1 X. 
no; who not being ſkilful enough to cor 
make ſuch a Trial, condemned it to be all I (w. 
thrown over Board; which was done by wer 
Order of the High Chancellor, Preſident of | 70/4; 
the Company. Some Part of the ſaid Sand mod 
was yet kept, out of Curioſity ; out of which | can 
an 
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Artificer, who afterwards came to Copen- 
hagen, did extract a good deal of pure 
Gold. The honeſt and well-meaning Com- 
mander, Who went upon this Adventure, 
was turned out of Favour, and out of Grief 
died ſoon after: whereby not only the 
Treaſure they had brought home, but alſo 
the Knowledge of the Place, where it was 
to be found, was intirely loſt, as he kept 


this a Secret to himſelf. 


In the Year 1654. during the Reign of 1654. A Ship h 


was ſent by 


King Frederick the IIId, a noble and weal- one Muller, 


thy Adventurer, by name Henry Muller, — "Oe 


fitted out a Ship for Greenland, under the —_ XP 
Command of David de Nelles; who ar- 
rived ſafe in Greenland, and brought from 
thence three Women, whoſe Names were 
Kunelik, Kabelau and Sigokou ; who, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Biſhop Torlazs, 
(who had peruſed the ſaid Captain's Journal) 
were taken in the Neighbourhood of Her- 
jolſneſs, on the Eaſtern Shore, as Thor- 
moder Torfaus pretends ; but which I 
can't be made to believe : My Opinion is, 
5 the / 
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they were brought from the Weſtern Shore, 
near Baal's River, as ſome of the Inha- 
bitants, who are ſtill living, had in freſh Re- 
membrance, telling me their Names, as they 
are laid down in the forementioned Journal. 


1670.Another The laſt Adventurer, that was ſent upon 


Ship was ſent p | Ea 
by Fe Order the Diſcovery of Greenland, according to 


by Torfœus in his Hiſtory of Greenland, was 
whoſe Fncou Captain Otto Axelſon in the Year 1670, in 


ragement alſo 


one Mr. Tor- the Reign of Chri/tian the Vth of glorious 


mublen of Ber- 
gen fitted out Memory, But what Succeſs this Adven- 
Fox er turer met with, he leaves us to gueſs. Ne- 
a+ out vertheleſs we find in a Manuſcript Deſcrip- 
eng tion of Greenland, written by Arngrim 
Vidalin, Part III. Chap. 1, that his faid 
Majeſty did invite, and with great Privileges 
encourage Mr. George Tormithlen Coun- 
ſellor of Commerce at Bergen, to fit out 
Ships for the faid Diſcovery ; whereupon 
the faid Counſellor not only got ready 
Shipping well ſtored for ſuch an Expedition; 
but alſo got together a Number of Paſſen- 
gers, who feſolved to go and ſettle in thoſe 
Parts, whom he provided with all things 
a wy neceſſary 
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neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; both Proviſion 
and Ammunition, as well as Houſes made 
of Timber, ready to be erected in that Coun- This Ship was 


taken by the 


try. But this great Defign miſcarried, the French, and 


brought into 


Ship being taken by the French and brought Dani. 


into Dunkirk, 


Thus, for a long while it ſeemed, that 1721. The 
Yeenian 
all Thought of Greenland was laid aſide, Company at 
3 Bergen tranſ- 
until the Year 1721 ; when after many ported a Co- 


lony to Green- 


well- meant Invitations, and Projects propoſed % hin 


by me to the Greenland Company at the Author 


« | | accompanied, 
Bergen in Norway, approved and autha- 


riſed by his late Majeſty Frederick the 


IVth of glorious Memory, the Company 
thereupon reſolved not only to ſend Ships, 
but alſo to ſettle a Colony in Greenland 


in the 64th Degree, when 1 went over with 


my whole Family, and remained there 15 


Years. - During my Stay I endeavoured to 
get all the Intelligence that could be pro- 


cured both by Sea and Land af the preſent 
State of the Country, and did not loſe my 
Labour; for I found ſome Places that for- 
merly were inhabited by the old Norwe- 


D 2 gians 


| BM 
. 


1723. The 


Author went 
to take a Sur- 


vey of the 
preſent State 
of the Eaſt 
dide. 
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gians, on the weſtern Shore. Which Ex- 
pedition I have lately treated of in another 
Treatiſe, and ſet out in all its Circumſtances, 
and with all the Difficulties it has laboured 
under : Wherefore I think it needs not to 
be here repeated, 


But, whereas my main Drift and En- 
deavour has been all along chiefly to diſ- 
cover the Eaſtern Diſtrict of Greenland, 


which always was reckoned the beſt of 


our ancient Colonies; accordingly J re- 
ceived from the above mentioned Green- 


land Company at Bergen a Letter in 
the Year 1723; in which I was told, that 

as his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that the Eaſt 
Diſtrit might likewiſe be viſited and diſ- 
covered. Which the better to effectuate, 
I took the Reſolution to make this Voyage 
in Perſon : And accordingly I coaſted it 
Southwards, as far as to the States Pro- 


montory, looking out for the Strait of 


Forbiſter, which would have been my 


ſhorteſt way, according to thoſe Carts, which 


lay the ſaid Strait down in this Place ; but 
a | ſuch 


p 
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ſach a Strait I could not find. Now as it gut the ap. 


. proaching 
grew too late in the Year, for me to proceed 1 


further, the Month of September being liged him to 


re turn. 
near at an End, when the Winter- Seaſon 


begins in thoſe Parts, accompanied by dread- 
full Storms, I was obliged to return. 


In the Year 1724. the Directors of the 1724. A Ship 


was fitted out 


ſaid Bergen Company, according to his by the ſaid 
1 : 'ompany for 
Majeſty's Good Will and Pleaſure, fitted out the —— 
of the Eaſt 


2 Ship to attempt a Landing on the Eaſtern, 
Shore, as had been formerly practiſed on 

that Coaſt, which lies oppoſite to Iceland. 

But the ſurprizing Quantity of Ice, which But could not 


; approach it 
barricadoed the Coaſt, made that Enter- forthe Flakes 


prize prove abortive and quite to miſcarry, 9 

as many others had done. As there was no 
Appearance for Ships to approach this Shore, 

the ſame King in the Year 1728. reſolved, 728. King 


Frederick the 
beſides other very conſiderable Expences, to 1Vth ſends 


have Horſes tranſported to this Colony, in — 
Hopes, that with their Help they might“ wp 
travel by Land to this Eaſtern Diſtrict : But 
nothing was more impoſſible than this Pro- 
ject, on Account of the impracticable, high 

D 3 and 
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and craggy Mountains perpetually covered 
with Ice and Snow, which never thaws. 


um — 4 


An Attempt Another new Attempt by Sea was by Or- 
by Lieutenant der of the ſaid King made in the Year 4 
Hacker 1729. by Lieutenant Richard; who with 
his Ship paſſed the Winter near the new | 

Daniſh Colony, in Greenland, and in his t 

. Voyage back to Denmark made all the En- | 
deavours he could to come at the aforeſaid y 

Shore, oppoſite to {celand ; but all to no Pur- 8 

poſe, being herein diſappointed, like the a 

Reſt before him. d 

v 

A new Project All theſe Difficulties and continual Diſ- C 
— ga appointments, have made moſt People loſe le 
Eaſt Side. all Hopes of ſucceeding in this Attempt : V 
Nevertheleſs, I flatter my ſelf to have hit tc 

luckily on an Expedient, which to me ſeems fr 

not unpracticable, though hitherto not tried, G 

or at leaſt but lightly executed: vig. to H 
endeavour to coaſt the Land from the States th 
Promontory, or (as we call it) Cape Prince Ca 

Chriſtian, Northwards. The Information be 

I have had of ſome Greenlanders, who in ni 

their Boats have coaſted a great Part of the D 


Eaſt- 


„/ Greenland. 


Eaſt Side, confirms me in my Opinion; 
for although an incredible Quantity of 
driven Ice yearly comes from Spitzbergen or 
New Greenland, along this Coaſt, and 
paſſes by the States Promontory ; which 
hinders the approaching of Ships, as far as 
the Ice ſtretches, where about the beſt 
Part of the Norwegian Colonies were ſettled ; 
yet there have been found Breaks and open 
Sea near the Shore, through which Boats 


39 


and ſmaller Veſſels may paſs: And accor-1 2m of Opi-, 


nion, at cer- 


ding to the Relation of the Greenlanders, as tain I imes one 


well as agreeably to my on Experience, the 
Current, that comes out of the Bays and In- 
lets, always running along the Shore, South- 
Weſt-wards, hinders the Ice from adhering 
to the Land, and keeps it at a Diſtance 
from the Shore : By which means the 
Greenlanders at certain times, without any 
Hindrance, have paſt and repaſſed part of 
this Coaſt in their Kone-Boats ; ( fo they 
call their large Boats) though they have not 
been ſo far as where the old Norway-Colo- 
nies had their Settlement ; of which no 
Doubt there are ſtill ſome Ruins to be 
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may paſs near 
the Shore in 
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ſeen on this Eaſtern Shore. Furthermore 


1 have been credibly informed by Dutch 


Becauſe this 
Coaſt has at 
Times been 
found clear 
of Ice. 


Seamen that frequent theſe Seas, that ſe- 
veral of their Ships have at Times found 


the Eaſt-Side of Greenland cleared of the 
Ice, as far as the 624 Degree; and they 


had tarried ſome time among the out 


Rocks on that Coaſt, where they carried 
on a profitable Trade with the Savages. 
And I my ſelf in my Return from Green- 
land homewards in the Year 1736. found 
it to be ſo, when we paſſed the States 
Promontory and Cape Farewell; and ſtood 
in near the Shore, where at that Time 
there was no Ice to be ſeen, which other- 
wiſe 1s very uncommon. Burt as this hap- 


pens ſo ſeldom, it is very uncertain and 


unſafe for any Ship, to venture ſo far up 
under the Eaſtern Shore, But, as I ob- 
ſerved a little before, it is more ſafe and 
practicable to coaſt it from the Promontory 


The ſureſt along the Shore in ſmall Veſſels ; eſpecial- 


way to get to 


the Eaſt Side, Iy if there be a Lodge erected in the 


3s to make a 


Lodge on the Latitude of between 60 and 61 Degrees: 


Southermoſt 


Point of the 
Land. 


and it would be ſtill more convenient, if 


there 


I 


of Greenland 
there could be a Way and Means found 
likewiſe to place a Lodge on the Eaſtern 
Shore in the ſame Latitude. For according 
to the Account the Ancients have left us of 
Greenland, the Diſtance of Ground that lies 
uncultivated between the Weſt and Eaſt 
Side 1s but 12 Norway Miles by Water. See 
Tvarus Beri's Relation; or according to a 
later Computation, it is a Journey of ſix 
Days in a Boat. And as the Ruins of old 
Habitations, which I have diſcovered between 
60 and 61 Degrees, are without doubt in 
the moſt Southerly Part of the Woſt Side; 
it of Neceffity follows, that the Diſtance 
cannot be very great from thence to the 
moſt Southern Parts of the Eaſtern Side. 
Now, if it ſhould be found practicable, at 
certain Times, to paſs along the Shore with 
Boats or ſmall Ships to the Eaſt Side, to 
the Latitude of 63 and 64 Degrees, little 


Lodges might be ſettled here and there with Small — 
Colonies; by which Means a conſtant Cor- here and 


reſpondence might be kept, and mutual 
Aſſiſtance given to one another, though 


larger Ships could not yearly viſit every 
one 


4.2 The Matural Hiſtory 
one of them, but only touch at the moſt 
Southerly ones. I am alſo perſuaded, that 
the thing is feaſible, and if it ſhould pleaſe 
God in his Mercy to forward this Affair, 
By ſuch means Colonies might be eſtabliſhed here, which, 
 Correſpon- without great Trouble, might be ſupplied 


dence may be 
entertained. yearly with all Neceſſaries. 


rr. m 


Treats of the Mature of the Soil, 
Plants and Minerals of Green- 
land. 


S to the Nature of the Soil, we 
A are informed by ancient Hiſto- 
ries, that the Greenland Colonies bred a 
Number of Cattle which afforded them 


The Products Milk, Butter and Cheeſe in ſuch abun- 


of Greenland - ; g 
for their dance, that a great Quantity thereof was 


Goodneſs ap-; l 
Ceres i brought over to Norway, and for its prime 


Propriated to 


ie keiag' Ser. and particular Goodneſs was ſet apart for 
the King's Kitchin, which was practiſed 
until 


vice. 
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until the Reign of Queen Margaret. We 
alſo read in theſe Hiſtories, that ſome Parts 


of the Country yielded the choiceſt Wheat- | 
Corn, and in the Dales or Valleys the Oak- 


Trees brought forth Acorns, of the Bigneſs 
of an Apple, very good to eat. The Woods 
afforded Plenty of Game of. Rein Deer, 
Hares, Cc. for the Sport of Huntſmen, 
The Rivers, Bays, and the Seas furniſhed 
an infinite Number of Fiſhes, Seals, Morſes 
and Whales; of which all the Inhabitants 
made a conſiderable Trade and Commerce. 
And, though the Country at preſent cannot 
boaſt of the ſame Plenty and Richneſs, as 
it lies deſtitute of Colonies, Cattle, and 
uncultivated ; yet I do not doubt, but the 
old dwelling Places, formerly inhabited and 
manured by the ancient Norway Colonies 


might 


4 A Greenlander, who came from the moſt Southern 
Part of the Country near the States Pramontory, told 
my Son, when he ſaw ſome Lemons in his Room, that 
he had ſeen Fruits much like thoſe growing upon Trees 
in his Country, though they were four times leſs ; 
which I take to have been ſome of thoſe Acorns, which 


I above took Notice of, treating of the Nature of the 
Soil. 
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May be again 
reitored to its 
former Fruit- 
fulneſs. 
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| might recover their former Fertility, if they w] 
were again peopled with Men and Cattle; Tl 

| in as much as about thoſe Places there ge] 
| 5 grows fine Graſs, eſpecially from 60 to 65 as 
| vices Degrees. In the great Bay, which in the Sn 
4 Ground, Sea Carts goes under the Name of Baabs lat 
7 River, and at preſent is called the Bay of gre 
Wil Good Hope (from the Daniſh Colony ſettled Sci 
1 near the Entrance of this Inlet) there are for 


8 on both Sides of the Colony many good it 
Py Pieces of Meadow-Ground, for the grazing Sid 
.; and paſturing Numbers of Cattle, beſides of 
Plenty of Proviſion, which the Sea as well Eft 

But no Treesas the Land yields. Trees or Woods of duc 

bs — Dao! any Conſideration are rarely met with; yet Ro 
derwood. I have found in moſt of the Bays Un- In! 
derwoods and Shrubs in great Quantity, fit 
eſpecially of Birch, Elm, and Willows, wil 
which afford ſufficient Fuel for the Uſe of wh 
the Inhabitants. The largeſt Wood I have He 

ſeen is in the Latitude of 60 and 61 Degrees; til, 
where I found Birch- Trees two or three He 
Fathom high, ſomewhat thicker than a call 
Man's Leg or Arm: ſmall Juniper-Trees altc 

grow alſo here in abundance, the Berries of are 

which 
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which are of the Bigneſs of Grey-peaſe, 

The Herb called Quaun, which is our An- Ty by. 
gelica, is very obvious and common, as well of Herbs and 
as wild Roſemary, which has the Taſte and ns 
Smell of Turpentine; of which by Diſtil- 

lation is extracted a fine Oil and Spirit, of 

great Uſe in Medicine. That precious Herb 
Scurvy-Graſs, the moſt excellent Remedy 

for the Cure of the Diſtemper, which gives 

it Name, grows every where on the Sea- 

Side; and has not fo bitter a Taſte as that 

of ſofter Climates; I have ſeen wonderful 

Effects of its Cure. The Country alſo pro- 

duces a Graſs with yellow Flowers, whoſe An Herb, 


whoſe Root 


Root ſmells in the Spring like Roſes: the ſmells of 
Inhabitants feed thereupon, and find Bene- 2 
fit by it. In the Bays and Inlets you have 

wild Thyme at the Side of the Mountains, 

which after Sun- ſet yield a fragrant Smell. 

Here alſo you meet with the Herb Tor men- 

til, or Set- foil, and a great many other 
Herbs, Plants and Vegetables, which I can't 
call to Mind, and whoſz Names indeed are 
altogether unknown to me. Some of them 
are repreſented in the following Cuts. Their 
molt 


2 TT: Sv. . — m 
7 ph + ANCE — « — 
* * =. r 2 -Y 


— SE > 2 \ N , — 4a. * 2 
= = — — — — _ a * 4 - 
A Ee ES 
. 0 XZ ; "8 — $ — 2 2 8 
PR th. or £5 — — F, VM © 8 


46 The Natural Hiftory 
moſt common Berries are thoſe called Blew- 
Berries, Tittle-Berries, and Bramble Ber- 
ries, Multe- Berries, which are common 
in Norway, do not arrive here to any Per- 


fection, on account of the thick Fogs that 


hang upon the Iſlands, when theſe Plants 
bud. This Country affords the moſt plea- 


fant Proſpect about the Latitude of 60 to 

64 Degrees; and ſeems fit to be manured 

e 1 for the Produce of all Sorts of Grain; and 
wear there is to this Day, Marks of Acres and 
arable Land to be obſerved, I myſelf 

There has "Once made a Trial of ſowing Barley in 
— - the Bay joining to our new Oolony, which 
I — ſprung up ſo faſt, that it ſtood in its full 
to Maturity. Bars towards the latter End of July; but 
did not come to Ripeneſs, on account of 
the Night-Froſt, which nip'd it, and hin- 
dred its Growth. But as this Grain wWas 
brought over from Bergen in Norway, no 
Doubt it wanted a longer Summer and 
more Heat for to ripen, But I am of Opi- 
nion that Corn which grows in the more Nor- 


thern Parts of Norway would thrive better 


in Greenland, in as much as thoſe Climates 
agree 


little or nothing to ſay. 


not unlike Lead-Ore. 
a ſort of Calamine, which has the Co- 


F Greenland. 
agree better together. Turnips and Cole 

are very good here, and of a ſweet Taſte, 

eſpecially the Turnips, which are pretty 

large. I muſt obſerve to you, that all 

that has been ſaid of the Fruitfulneſs of 

the Greenland Soil, is to be underſtood of 

the Latitude of 60 to 65; and differs ac- 

cording to the different Degrees of Latitude. 

For in the moſt Northern Parts you find In the Nor- 
neither Herbs nor Plants; ſo that the In- OE. 
habitants cannot gather Graſs enough to 

put in their Shoes, to keep their Feet warm, 

but are obliged to buy it from the Southern 

Parts. 


Of Greenland Metals or Minerals J have Minerals and 


Metals are 
Tis true, that rare in Green- 
land. 


about two Norway Miles to the South of 
the Colony of Good Hope, on a Promontory, 
there are here and there green Spots to be 
ſeen, like Verdigreaſe, which ſhews there 


muſt be ſome Copper-Ore. And a certain 


Greenlander; once brought me ſome Pieces 
There is likewiſe 


lour 
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There are lour of yellow Braſs. In my Expedition 
2 x upon Diſcoveries I found on a little Iſland, 
red Paint. where we touched, ſome yellow Sand, mixed 
with Sinople red, or Vermilion Strokes, of 

which I ſent a Quantity over to the Direc- 

tors of the Greenland Company at Bergen, 

to make a Trial of it; upon which they 

wrote me an Anſwer, that I ſhould endea- 

vour to get as much as I could of the ſame 

Sand; but to theirs, as well as my own 
Diſappointment, I never was able to find 

the ſaid Iſland again, where I had got this 

Sand, as it was but a very ſmall and in- 
ſignificant one, fituated among a great many 

others; and the Mark I had taken Care to 

put up, was by the Wind blown down, 
Nevertheleſs there has been enough of the 

ſame Stuff found up and down in the 
Country, which when it is burnt, changes 

its former Colour for a reddiſh Hue, which 

it likewiſe does, if you keep it a while ſhut 

hater hy up cloſe. Whether or no this be of the 
Sand that ſame fort of Sand, as that which Sir 
— 4 gem Martin Forbiſher is ſaid to have brou ght 
thence, 15 un ſome Hundred Tuns to England, and was 
— 
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pretended to contain a great deal of Gold; 
and again, (as we have above taken Notice | 
of) of which ſome of the Daniſh Green- 12 
land Company's Ships returned freighted to 
Copenhagen in the Year 1636, is a Queſtion, 
which I have no Mind to decide. How- 
ever thus much I can fay, that by the ſmall 
Experience I have acquired in the Art of 
Chymiſtry, I have tried both by Extraction 
| and Precipitation, if it would yield any 
| thing, but always loſt my Labour. After 
; all I declare, I never could find any other 
Sort of Sand, that contained either Gold 


—— 


2 
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7 or Silver. But as for Rock- Cryſtal, both Greenland > 
) red and white, you find it here; the red 2 88 4: 
. contains ſome particular Solis, which can | 
: only be produced by the ſpagyrick Art. "4 
- Stone-Flax, or what they call Aſbeſtus, is Aſbeſtus, 1 
$ ſo common here, that you may ſee whole 1 
1 Mountains of it; it has the Appearance of 
t a common Stone, but can be ſplit or cloven 
e like a Piece of Wood: it contains long i 
r Filaments, which when beaten and ſepa- 15 
t rated from the Droſs, you may twiſt and 12 
s | ſpin into a Thread. As long as it has its [}- 


_- 
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Marble. 


The Natural Hiſtory 
oily Moiſture, it will burn, without being 
conſumed to Aſhes. Round about our Co- 
lony of Good Hope there is a Sort of coarſe 
baſtard Marble of different Colours, blue, 
green, red, and ſome quite white, and 
again ſome white with black Spots, which 
the Natives form into all | Sorts. of Veſſels 


and Utenſils; as Lamps, Pots to- boil in, 
and even Crucibles to melt Metals in, this 
Which abides Marble ſtanding Proof againſt the Fire*, 


the Fire. 


Of this Marble there was brought a Quan- 
tity over to Droutheim in Norway, which 
they made Uſe of in the adorning of the 
Cathedral of that City, as we have it from 
Peter Claudius Undalin. 


| Amongſt 


The Lamps and Pots, which the Southern Gren- 


landers make of this Marble, are fold at a very high 


Price; ſo that the Natives of the Northern Parts, where 


fuch Marble is not to be had, buy them at the Rate of 


eight or ten Rain-Deer Skins a large Pot, and a Lamp 


at two or three Skins. 


According to what the Natives tell, there is in the 


Southern Parts a Hot-Well, of a Mineral Quality ; 
which, if you waſh therein, cures the Itch: they waſh 


their Skins in them, and it takes away all Dirt and 


Foulneſs, and makes them look like new, 


of Greenland. 

Amongſt the Produce of the Sed, be- 
fides different Shells, Maſcles, and Periwin- 
kles, there are alſo Coral Trees, of which 
T have ſeen one, of a fine Forni and Size. 


CH 48 M5 44. 


Of the Nature of rhe Clintbes, and 
the Temperament of the Alt 3 


HE Natives of Grtenland have no The Weather 


Reaſon to complain of Rains and * " 


Stormy Weather, which ſeldom trouble monly ſerene. 


them ; eſpecially in the Bay of Dijeo, in 
the 68th Degree of Latitude, where they 

commonly have clear and ſettled Wea- 
ther during the whole Summer Seaſon: but 
again, when foul and ſtormy Weather falls 
in, it rages with an incredible Fierceneſs 
and Violence, chiefly when the Wind comes 
about Southerly, or South Weſt ; and the 
Storm is laid and ſucceeded by fair Weather 
as ſoon as the Wind ſhifts about to the 
COU E 2 Welt 
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The Natural Hiſtory 
Weſt and North. The Country would be 
exceeding pleaſant and healthful in Summer- 
Time, if it was not for the heayy Fogs 
that annoy it, eſpecially near the Sea-Coaſt. 
For it is as warm here as any where, when 
the Air is ſerene and clear, which happens 
when the Wind blows Eaſterly; and ſome- 


Salt made of times it is ſo hot, that the Sea-Water, 
— „which after the Ebbing of the Sea. has re- 


the Heat 


the Sun. 


mained in the hollow Places of the Rocks, 
has often, before Night, by the Heat of the 
Sun, been found coagulated into a fine white 
Salt. I can remember, that once, for three 
Months together, we had as fair ſettled 
Weather, and warm Sun-ſhine Days, as one 


could wiſh, without any Rain. The length 
of the Summer is from the latter End of 
May to the midſt of September ; all the 
remaining Part of the Year is Winter, 


which is tolerable in the Latitude of 64 


Cold ex. Degrees, but to the Northward in 68 De- 


ceſſive to the 
North in 68 
Degrees. 


grees and above, the Cold is ſo exceſſive, 
that even the moſt ſpirituous Liquors, as 
French Brandy, will freeze near the Fire Side. 
At the End of mw the Sea is all covered 

with 
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with Ice, which does not thaw before April 

or May, and ſometimes not till the latter 

End of June. Tis remarkable, that on 5. — 
the Weſtern Coaſts of different Countries, on the Eaſt. 
lying in one and the ſame Latitude, it is nn 
much colder than on the Eaſtern, as ſome 

Parts of Greenland and Norway. And 

though Greenland is much colder than Nor- 

way, yet the Snow never lies ſo high, eſpe- TheSnow lies 
cially in the Bays and Inlets, where it is — 3 
ſeldom above half a Yard higher than the . 
Ground; whereas the Inland Parts and the 
Mountains are perpetually covered with Ice 

and Snow, which never melts; and not a 

Spot of the Ground is bare, but near the 

Shore and in the Bays; where in the Sum- 

mer you are delighted with a charming 

Verdure, cauſed by the Heat of the Sun, 
reverberated from Side to Side, and concen- 

tred in theſe lower Parts of the Valleys, 
ſarrounded by high Rocks and Mountains, 

for many Hours together without Inter- 

miſſion; but as ſoon as the Sun is ſet, the 

Air is changed at once, and the cold Ice- 
Mountains make you ſoon' feel the Nearneſs 


E 3 of 
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of their Neighbourhood, and oblige you to | 


put on your Furs. Beſides the frightful 
Ice that covers the whole Face of the Land, 
the Sea is almoſt choak'd with! it, ſome flat 


From whence and large F ields of Ice, or Bay-Ice, as they 


come the Ice- 


Mountains in call it, and ſome huge and prodigious 


the Sea. 


They repre- 
ſent many 


odd F igurcs. 


Figures; ſome of Churches, Caſtles with 


Their diffe- 


ren: Colours. 


Mountains, of an aſtoniſhing Bigneſs, lying 


as deep under Water as they ſoar high in 
the Air. Theſe are Pieces of the Ice- 
Mountains of the Land, which lie near the 
Sea, and burſting, tumble down into the Sea, 
and are carried off, They repreſent to the 
Beholders, afar off, many odd and ſtrange 


Spires and Turrets; others you would take 
to be Ships under Sail; and many have 
been deluded by them, thinking they were 
real Ships, and going to board them, Nor 
does their Figure and Shape alone ſurprize, 
but alſo their Diverſity of Colours pleaſes the 
Sight; for ſome are like white Cryſtal, 
others blue as Sapphires ; and others again 


green as Emeralds. One would attribute 
the Cauſe of theſe Colours to Metals or 


Minerals of the Places, where this Ice was 
formed; 
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formed; or of Waters, of which it was 
coagulated : but Experience teaches me, 

| that the blue Ice is the Concretion of freſh 

Water, which at firſt is white, and at 

length hardens and turns blue; but the 
greeniſh Colour comes from Salt Water. Tis Blue Ice, 
obſerved, that if you put the blue Ice near and again fte. 
the Fire and let it melt, and afterwards re- hüte, not 
move it to a colder Place, to freeze again, blue. 
it does not recover its former blue, but be- 

comes white, From whence I infer, that 

the volatile Sulphur, which the Ice had at- 

trated from the Air, by its Reſolution into 

Water, exhales and vaniſhes, Though the 

Summer Seaſon is very hot in Greenland, 

it ſeldom cauſes any Thunder and Light- 23 
ning; the Reaſon of which I take to be lightens in 
the Coolneſs of the Night, which allays wo 
the Heat of the Day, and cauſes the ſul- 

phureous Exhalations to fall again with the 

heavy Dew to the Ground. As for the 

ordinary Meteors, commonly ſeen in other 
Countries, they are viſible in Greenland; 

as the Rainbow, flying or ſhooting Stars, 

and the like, But what is more peculiar 

E 4 to 
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The quick to the Climate, is the Northern Light, or 


and ſurpri- Aurora Borealis, Which in the Spring of the 


zing Motion 


of en North- Year, about the New Moon, darts Streams 
of Light all over the Sky, as quick as Light- 
ning, eſpecially if it be a clear Night, with 
ſuch a Brightneſs, that you may read by it, 
as by Day-light. 


In the midſt At the Summer Solſtice there is no Night, 
1 and you have the Pleaſure to ſee the Sun 
ſet. turn round about the Horizon all the 24, 
Hours; and in the Depth of Winter 
they have but little Comfort in that Planet, 
and the Nights are proportionably long; 
yet it never is ſo dark, but you can ſee to 
trayel up and down the Country, though 
ſometimes it be neither Moonſhine nor Star- 
light: but the Snow and Ice, with which 
both Land and Sea is covered, enlightens 
the Air; or the Reaſon may be fetch'd from 
the Nearneſs of the Horizon to the Æqua- 

tor. 7 | 


The Air is The Temperament of the Air is not un- 


wholſome in 


Grad healthful; tor, if you except the Scurvy 
and 


8 
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and Diſtempers of the Breaſt, they know 
nothing here of the many other Diſeaſes 
with which other Countries are plagued ; 
and theſe Pectoral Infirmities are not ſo Thick Miſts 
much the Effects of the exceſſive Cold, as — rot | 
of that naſty foggiſh Weather, which th 
Country is very much ſubject to; which I 
impute to the vaſt Quantity of Ice that co- Proſt- Smoak 
vers the Land, and drives in the Sea. From 8 
the Beginning of April to the End of uyß 
is the foggiſh Seaſon, and from that time 
the Fog daily decreaſes. But as in the 
Summer Time they are troubled with the 
Fog, ſo in the Winter Seaſon they are like- 
wiſe plagued with the Vapour called Froſt- 
Smoak, which when the Cold is exceſſive, 
riſes out of.:the Sea as the Smoak out of 
a Chimney, and is as thick as the thickeſt 
Miſt, eſpecially in the Bays, where there 
is any Opening in the Ice. Tis very re- 
markable, that this Froſt, Damp, or Smoak, 
if you come near it, will ſinge the very 
Skin of your Face and Hands; but when 
you are in it, you find no ſuch piercing or 
finging Sharpneſs, but warm and ſoft ; only 
| it 
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it leaves a white Froſt upon your Hair and 
Clothes. 


TI muſt not forget here to mention the 


A wonderful wonderful Harmony and Correſpondence, 
Harmony be- vhich is obſerved in Greenland between 


tween the 


Fountains and Fountains and the main Sea, v/z. that at 


the Sea. 


Spring-Tides, in New and Full Moon, 
when the ſtrongeſt Ebbing is at Sea, the 
hidden Fountains or Springs of freſh Water 
break out on Shore and diſcover them- 
ſelves, often in Places, where you never 
would expect to meet with any ſuch; 
eſpecially in Winter, when the Ground is 
covered with Ice and Snow ; yet at other 


Times there is no Water Springs in thoſe 


Places. The Cauſe of this wonderful Har- 
mony I leave to the learned Enquiry of 
Natural Philoſophers; how Springs and 
Fountains follow the Motion of the main 
Sea, as the Sea does that of the Moon, Yet 


this I muſt obſerve to you, that ſome great 
Men have been greatly miſtaken, in that 
they have taken for granted and aſſerted, 
that in 9 and Greenland the Tide was 


hardly 
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of Greenland. 59 
hardly remarkable. See Mr. Wollf's Rea- in Greenland 
 fonable Thoughts on 'the Effefts of Nature, 2 
p. 541. Whereas no where greater Tide 
is obſerved; the Sea at New and Full 

: Moon, eſpecially in the Spring and Fall, 

riſes and falls about three Fathoms. 


I F 


F the Land Animals, and Land 
Fouls or Birds of Greenland; and 
how they hunt and kill them. 


7 HERE are no venomous Serpents Greenland has 


or Inſects, no ravenous wild Beaſts; PO 
to be ſeen in Greenland, if you except the nimab. 
Bear, which ſome will have to be an Am- 
phibious Animal, as he lives chiefly upon the 

Ice in the moſt northern Parts, and feeds 

— upon Seals and Fiſh. He very ſeldom ap- 

pears near the Colony, in which I had 

taken up my Quarters, He is of a very 

large Size, and of a hideous and frightful Aſ- 


pect, 


— — — — — — - — 
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The Bears 
here purſue 
Men, and o- 


ther Beaſts. 


The Natural Hiſtory 
pet, with white long Hairs ; he is greedy 
of human Blood *. The Natives tell us 
moreover of another kind of ravenous Beaſts, 
which they call Amarok, which eagerly pur- 
ſue other Beaſts as well as Men; yet none 
of them could ſay, they ever had ſeen them, 
but only had it from others by hearſay ; and 
whereas none of our own People, who have 
travelled up and down the Country, ever 
met with any ſuch Beaſt, therefore I take 
it to be a mere Fable. Rain-Deer are in 
ſome Places in ſo great Numbers, that you 
will ſee whole Herds of them *; and when 
they 


In the 76th Degree of Latitude the Number of 
Bears is fo great, that they in Droves ſurround the Na- 
tives Habitations, who then, with their Dogs, fall upon 
them, and with their Spears and Lances kill them. 
In Winter, inſtead of Dens or Caves under the Earth, 
as in Norway and other Places, here the Bears make 
theirs under the Snow ; which, according to the Infor- 
mation the Natives have given me, are made with Pil- 
lars, like ſtately Buildings. 

* The farther you go Northwards the ſeldomer you 
meet with Rain-Deer, except in the 3d or 4th Degree 
to the North of Diſco, where they are in great Num- 
bers; perhaps by reaſon either of its joining to America, 


or elſe becauſe the Deer paſs over to the Iſlands upon the 


Ice, 
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/ Greenland. 61 | 
they go and feed in Herds, they are danger- | 
ous to come at. The Natives ſpend the | 
whole Summer Seaſon in hunting of Rain- 22 
Deer, going up to the innermoſt Parts of the ſpent in Rain- 
Bays, and carrying, for the moſt part, thei 9 
Wives and Children along with them, where 
they remain till the Harveſt ' Seaſon 
comes on. In the mean while they with 
o much Eagerneſs hunt, purſue and deſtroy 
theſe poor Deer, that they have no Place 
of Safety, but what the Greenlanders know; 
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Ice, in queſt of Food, which the main Land, covered 

with Ice and Snow, does not afford them, The Na- ll 
tires, inſtead of Reaſon, give us a very childiſh Tale A Greenland ll 

for the vaſt Number of Rain-Deer being found upon len fe: it 

Diſco-Iand, as follows: A mighty Greenlander (one tomed os 
Torngarſuk, as they call him, who is Father to an ugly South to 
frightful Woman, who reſides in the lowermoſt Region North. il 
of the Earth, and has Command over all the Animals | | 
of the Sea, as we ſhall ſee hereafter) did, with his Kajars | 
tow this Iſland to the Place where it now lies, from the if 
South where it was before. Now, as the Face of this / 
Iſland reſembles, very much, the Southern Coaſts, and 
the Root Angelica is likewiſe found upon it, which 
grows no where elſe in the neighbouring Parts, this con- 
firms them in their Credulity, And furthermore, they 
will afſure, that a Hole is ſeen to this Day in the Iſland, 
through which the Towing-Rope had been faſtened by 
Tarngarſuk, 
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62 The IVatural Hiſtory 

and where they are in any Number, there 4 

they chaſe them by Clap-hunting, ſetting up. | 41 

on them on all Sides, and furrounding them dal 

with all their Women and Children, to | ** 

force them into Defiles and narrow Paſſages, 

where the Men armed lay in wait for them || 

and kill them. And when they have not 2 

People enough to ſurround them, then they 

put up white Poles (to make up the Num- 

ber that is wanted) with Pieces of Turf ts uſe 

head them, which frightens the Deer, and de 

hinders it from eſcaping. There are alſo eig 

_ vaſt Numbers of Hares, which are white 

good. Summer and Winter, very fat and of a good un 

Great Num- Taſte, There are Foxes of different Co- the 
ber of Foxes, 

white and lours, white, grey and bluiſh ; they are 

ad of a leſſer Size than thoſe of Denmark and the 


Norway, and not fo hairy, but more like An 
Martens. The Natives commonly catch T 
we 


them alive in Traps, built of Stones like lit- | 
tle Huts. The reſt of fourfooted Animals, 88 
which ancient Hiſtorians tell us are found ing 


=" 2 Pos in Greenland, are Sobles, Marterns, Wolves, Sea 
Et Loſſes, Ermins, and ſeveral others; I have met dea 
with none of them on the Weſtern Side. See Cal 


Arn- boi 


of Gteenland. 
Arigrim Jonas's Hiſtory of Greenland | as 
alſo Iuarus Beni's Relation mentioned by Un- 


dalinits, Tame or domeſtick Animals there Tame Am. 
mals nofie, but 
are none, but Dogs in great Numbers; and of Dogs, 


a large Size, with white Hairs, or white 
and black, and ſtandmg Ears. They are, 
in their Kind, as timorous and ſtupid as theit 
Maſters, for they never bay of bark; but 
howl only, In the northern - Parts they 


uſe them inſtead of Horſes, to drag their Ard a in- 


Sledges, tying four or fix, and ſometimes Horſes: | 


eight or ten to a Sledge, loaden with five or 


ſix of the largeſt Seals, with the Maſter ſet- 


ting up bimſelf, who drives as faſt with 
them, as we can do with good Horſes, for 
they often make 15 German Miles with 
them, in a Winter Day, upon the Ice: 
And though the poor Dogs are of fo great 
Service to them, yet they don't uſe them 
well, for they are left to provide' for, 


and ſubſiſt themſelves, as wild Beaſts, feed- themſelves. 


ing upon Muſcles thrown up on the 
Sea-ſide, or upon Berries in the Summer 


Seaſon; and when there has been a great 
Capture of Seals, they give them their Blood' 


boil'd and their Entrails. As 
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As for Land Fowls or Birds, Greenland 
I of none but Rypper, which is a 
Here are ſort of large Partridges, white in Winter, 
— woogl and grey in Summer- time, and theſe they 
have in great Numbers. Ravens ſeem to 
be domeſtick Birds with them, for they 
are always ſeen about their Huts, hovering 
about the Carcaſſes of Seals, that lie upon 
the Ground. There are likewiſe very large 
— —— Eagles, their Wings ſpread out being a Fa- 
Falcons. thom wide, but they are ſeldom ſeen in the 
Northern Parts of the Country, You find 
here Falcons or Hawks, ſome grey, ſome of 
a whitiſh Plumage, and ſome ſpeckled ; as 
alſo great ſpeckled Owls. There are different 
Singing Birds ſorts of little Sparrows, Snow Birds, and 
Ice Birds, and a little Bird not unlike 
a Linnet, which has a very melodious 

Tune. 
The Gnats are Amongſt the Inſects of Greenland, the 
wohin, Midge or Gnats are the moſt troubleſome, 
whoſe Sting leaves a ſwelling and burning 
Pain behind it; and this Trouble they are 
moſt expoſed to in the hot Seaſon, againſt 
which there is no Shelter to be found. 
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There are alſo Spiders, Flies, Humble-Bees 
and Waſps. They know nothing of any 
venomous Animals, as Serpents and the 
like; nor have they any Snakes, Toads, 
Frogs, Beetles, Ants, or Bees ; neither are 
they plagued with Rats, Mice, or any ſuch 
Vermine. 


CHAP. VE 


Of the Greenland Sea Animals, and 
Sea Fowl and Fiſhes. 


HE Greenland Sea abounds in diffe. There are ſe- 
1 veral Kinds of 
rent Sorts of Animals, Fowls and Whales. 
Fiſhes, of which the Whale bears the Sway, 
and is of divers Kinds, Shapes and Sizes. 
Some are called the Finned Whales, from The Finned 
a Whale. 
the Fins they have upon their Back near 
the Tail; but theſe are not much valued, 
yielding but little Fat or Blubber, and that 
of the meaner ſort; they conſiſt of no- 
thing but lean Fleſh, Sinews and Bones. 
They are of a long, round and ſlender 
R Shape, 
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The Natural Hiſtory 
Shape, very dangerous to meddle with, for 
they rage and lay about them moſt furiouſly 
with their Tail, ſo that no body cares to 
come at them, or catch them. The Green- 


anders make much of them, on account 
of their Fleſh, which, with them, paſſes 


Whales that 


yield the beſt 


Bones, or 
Barders. 
Their De- 
ſcription. 


The Seat of 


* Jaws are placed the ſo called Barders, or 


for dainty Cheer. The other ſort of Whales 
are reckoned the beſt for their Fat, and Fins 
or Whale-Bones. Theſe differ from the firſt 
ſort, in that they have no Fin on the Back 
towards the Tail, but two leſſer ones near 
the Eyes, and are covered with a thick 
black Skin, marbled with white Strokes. 
With theſe Side Fins they ſwim with 
an incredible Swiftneſs. The Tail is 
commonly three or four Fathom broad. 
The Head makes up one third of the 
whole Fiſh. The Jaws are covered, both 
above and beneath, with a kind of 
ſhort Hair. At the Bottom of the 


Whale-Bones, which ſerve him inſtead. of 
Teeth, of which he has none. They are 
of different Colours, ſome brown, ſome 


black, and others yellow with white Streaks. 


Within the Mouth the Barders, or Whale- 


Bones 
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of Greenland. 

Bones are covered with Hair like Horſe-hair, 
chiefly thoſe that incloſe the Tongue. Some 
of them are bent like a Scymitar, or Sa- 
ble. The ſmalleſt are ranged the foremoſt 
in the Mouth, and the hindermoſt near the 
Throat; the broadeſt and largeſt are in the 
middle, ſome of them two Fathom long, 
by which we may judge of the vaſt Bigneſs 
of this Animal, On each Side there are 
commonly two hundred and fifty, in all 
five hundred Pieces. They are ſet in a 
broad Row, as in a Sheaf, one cloſe to the 
other, bent like a Creſcent or half Moon, 
broadeſt at the Root, which is of a tough 
and griſly Matter, of a whitiſh Colour, faſt- 
ned to the upper Part of the Jaws, near the 
Throat, and they grow ſmaller towards the 
End, which is pointed; they are alſo cover- 
ed with Hair, that they may not hurt the 
Tongue. The undermoſt Jaw is commonly 
white, to which the Tongue is faſtened, 
incloſed in the Barders, or long Whale-Bones ; 
it is very large, ſometimes about eighteen 
Feet, and ſometimes more, of a white Co- 
lour, with black Spots, of a ſoft, fat, and 

2 ſpungious 
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| Shape, very dangerous to meddle with, for 
they rage and lay about them moſt furiouſly 
with their Tail, fo that no body cares to 
come at them, or catch them. The: Green- 
landers make much of therm, on account 
of their Fleſh, which, with them, paſſes 
for dainty Cheer. The other ſort of Whales 
| Whales that are reckoned the beſt for their Fat, and Fins 
1 or Whale-Bones. Theſe differ from the firſt 
_ fo, nr that they have no Fin on the Back 
ſcription. towards the Tail, but two lefler ones near 
the Eyes, and are covered with a thick 
black Skin, marbled with white Strokes. 
With theſe Side Fins they ſwim with 
an incredible Swiftneſs. The Tail is 
commonly three or four Fathom broad. 
The Head makes up one third of the 
whole Fiſh. The Jaws are covered, both 
above and beneath, with a kind of 
The fag of- ſhort Hair. At the Bottom of the 
Jaws are placed the fo called Barders, or 
Whale-Bones, which ſerve him inſtead. of 
Teeth, of which he has none. They are 
of different Colours, ſome brown, ſome 
black, and others yellow with white Streaks. 
Within the Mouth the Barders, or Whale- 
| | Bones 
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Bones are covered with Hair like Horſe-hair, 
_ chiefly thoſe that incloſe the Tongue. Some 
of them are bent like a Scymitar, or Sa- 
ble. The ſmalleſt are ranged the foremoſt 
in the Mouth, and the hindermoſt near the 


Throat ; the broadeſt and largeſt are in the 


middle, ſome of them two Fathom long, 
by which we may judge of the vaſt Bigneſs 
of this Animal, On each Side there are 
commonly two hundred and fifty, in all 
five hundred Pieces. They are ſet in a 
broad Row, as in a Sheaf, one cloſe to the 
| other, bent like a Creſcent or half Moon, 


broadeſt at the Root, which is of a tough 


and griſly Matter, of a whitiſh Colour, faſt- 
ned to the upper Part of the Jaws, near the 
Throat, and they grow ſmaller towards the 


End, which is pointed; they are alſo cover- 


ed with Hair, that they may not hurt the 
Tongue. The undermoſt Jaw is commonly 
white, to which the Tongue is faſtened, 
incloſed in the Barders, or long Whale-Bones ; 
it is very large, ſometimes about eighteen 
Feet, and ſometimes more, of a white Co- 
lour, with black Spots, of a ſoft, fat, and 
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The Spouts on 


the Top of 
the Head. 


The Watural Hiftory 


ſpungious Matter. The Whale has a Bunch 
on the Top of his Head, in which are two 
Spouts or Pipes, parallel one to the other, 
and ſomewhat bent, like the Holes apon a 
Fiddle. Through theſe he receives the Air, 
and ſpouts out the Water, which he takes 
in at his Mouth, and is forced upwards 
through theſe Holes in very large Quanti- 
ties, and with ſuch Violence and Noiſe, 
that it is heard. at a great Diſtance, by 
which, in hagy Weather, he is known to 
be near ; eſpecially when he finds himſelf 
wounded, for then he rages moſt furiouſly, 
and the Noiſe of his ſpouting is ſo loud, 
that ſome. have reſembled it to the roar- 
ing of the Sea in a Storm, or the firing of 


great Guns. His Eyes are placed between 


the Bunch and the Side Fins ; they are not 
larger than thoſe of an Ox, and are armed 
with Eyebrows. 


The Peris ofa The Penis of a Whale is a ſtrong Sinew, 


Whale. 


ſeven or eight, and ſometimes 14 Foot 
long, in Proportion to his Bulk ; it is co- 
vered with a Sheath, in which it lies hid- 
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den, ſo that you ſee but little of it: the 
Nature of the Female is like that of the 
Four-footed Animals ; ſhe has two Breaſts 
with Teats like a Cow's; ſome white, others 
ſtain'd with black or blue Spots. In their 
Spawning-time their Breaſts are larger than 
uſual; and when they couple together, 
they reach their Head above Water, for to 
fetch Breath, and to cool the Heat con- 
trated by that Action. Tis ſaid, that they 


never bring forth more than two young Has but two 
Spawns at a 


ones at a Spawning, which they ſuck with Time. 
their Teats. The Spawn of the Whale, 
while it is freſh, is clammy, and gluiſh, ſo 
that it may be drawn out in Threads like 
Wax or Pitch : it has no Relation to that 
which we call Sperma Ceti; for it is ſoon 
corrupted, and by no Art can be preſerved, 


Theſe Sea- Animals, or rather Monſters, Their Size 
are of different Sizes and Bulks; ſome yield and Bigneſs. 
' a 100, and ſome 200 or 300 Tuns of Fat 
or Blubber. The Fat lies between the Skin 
and the Fleſh, fix or eight Inches thick, 
— upon the Back and under the 

T1 Belly. 
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The Natural Hiſtory 
Belly. The thickeſt and ſtrongeſt Sinews 


are in the Tail, which ſerves him for a Rud- 


der, as his Fins do for Oars, wherewith he 
ſwims with an aſtoniſhing Swiftneſs, pro- 
portioned to his Bulk, leaving a Track in 
the Sea, like a great Ship; and this is cal- 
led his Wake, by which he is often fol- 
lowed, . 00 11 ol 


They are very Theſe Sea-Monſters are as ſhy and timo- 


ſhy. 


rous as they are huge and bulky; for as 
ſoon as they hear a Boat rowing, and per- 
ceive any Body's Approach, they immedi- 
ately ſhoot under Water and plunge into 
the Deep; but when 'they find themſelves 
in Danger, then they ſhew their great and 


| ſurpriſing Strength; for then they break to 


Pieces whatever .comes in their Way ; and ; 
if they ſhould hit a Boat, they would beat 
it in a thouſand Pieces. According to the 


Relation of the Whale-Catchers, the Whale 
being ſtruck, will run away with the Line 


ſome Hundreds of Fathoms long, faſter 


than a Ship under full Sail. Now one would 


think, that ſuch a vaſt Body ſhould need 


many 
5 


of Orceland, © 


many ſmaller Fiſhes and Sea Animals to 


feed upon; but on the contrary, his Food Their Food. 


is nothing but a Sort of Blubber, called 
Pulmo marinus, 'or Whale Food, which is 
of Shape and Bigneſs, as repreſented in the 
Cuts; it is of a dark brown-Colour, with 
two Brims of Flaps, with which it moves 
in the Water, with ſuch Slowneſs, that 
one may eaſily lay hold on it, and get it 


out of the Water. It is like a Jelly, ſoft In which the 


Sea abounds 


and ſlippery ; fo that if you cruſh it between every where. 


your Fingers, you find it fat and greaſy like 
Train-Oil. The Greenland Seas abound in it, 
which allures and draws this kind of Whales 
thither, in Search of it; for as their Swal- 
low or Throat is very narrow, (being but 


four Inches in Diameter) and the ſmaller 


Whale-Bones reaching down his Throat, 
they cannot ſwallow any hard or large Piece 
of other Food, having no Teeth to chew 
it with; fo that this.ſort of Nouriſhment 


fits them beſt, their Mouth being large and 


wide for to receive a great Quantity, by 
opening it and ſhutting it again, that Na- 
ture has provided them with the Barders 

F 4 or 
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or Whale-Bones, which by their Cloſeneſs 
only give Paſſage to the Water, like a Sieve, 
keeping back the Aliment. Here we ought 
to praiſe the wiſe and kind Providence of 
an Almighty Creator, who has made ſuch 
mean Things ſuffice for the Maintenance of 
ſo vaſt an Anjmal, | 


| Next to this there is another ſort of 
" Whales, called the Nortb-Capers, from the 
Place of their Abode, which is about the 
North Cape of Norway; though they alſo 
frequent the Coaſts of Iceland, Greenland, 
and ſundry other Seas, going in Scarch of 
their Prey; which is Herring and other 
ſmall Fiſhes, that reſort in abundance to 
thoſe Coaſts, It has been obſeryed, that 
ſome of theſe North-Cape Whales have had 
more than a Tun of Herrings in their 
Belly. This kind of Whales has this com- 
mon with the former called Fin- Whale, in 
that it is very ſwift and quick in its Mo- 
don, and keeps off from the Shore in the 
main Sea, as fearing to become a Prey to 
its Enemies, if it ſhould venture too near 
the 
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/ Greenland 723 
the Shore. His Fat is tougher and harder 
than that of the great Bay- Whale; neither 
are his Barders or Bones fo long and valua- 
ble, for which Reaſon he 1s neglected. 


The fourth ſort is the Sword-Fiſh, ſo The Sword 
called from a long and broad Bone, which = 
grows out of the End of his Snout on both 
Sides, indented like a Saw. He has m__ | 
two Fins upon his Back, and four under 
the Belly, on each Side two; thoſe on the 
Back are the largeſt ; thoſe under the Belly 
are placed juſt under the firſt of the Back. 

His Tail is broad and flat underneath, and 

above pointed, but not ſplit or cloven. From 

the hindermoſt Fin of the Back he grows 
ſmaller, His Noſtrils are of an oblong Shape: 

the Eyes are placed on the Top of his Head, 

juſt above his Mouth, There are different 

Sizes of Sword-Fiſhes ; ſome of 20 Foot, 

ſome more ſome leſs. This is the greateſt The —_ 
Enemy the true Whale has to deal with, Whale. | 
who gives him fierce Battels; and, having 
vanquiſhed - and killed him, he contents 
himſelf with eating the Tongue of the 

Mo = Whale, 
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Cachelot. 


Sperma Ceti 
prepared of 
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Whale, leaving the reſt of the huge Car- 
caſe for the Prey and Spoils of the N 
and Sea- Birds. 


The Cachelot or Pot-Fiſh is a fifth 
Species of Whales, whoſe Shape is ſome- 
what different from that of other Whales, 
in that the upper Part of his Head or Skull 


is much bigger and ſtronger built; his Spouts 


or Pipes are placed on the Forehead ; where- 
as other Whales have them on the hinder- 
part of the Head. His under Jaw is armed 
with a Row of Teeth which are but 


ſhort, His Tongue is thin and pointed, 


and of a yellowiſh Colour. He has but 
one Eye on the Side of the Head, which 
makes him of eaſy Acceſs to the Greenlan- 


ders, who attack him on his blind Side. 
is Of his Skull that wrongly ſo called Sperma 


the Skull of Ceti is prepared, one yielding 20 to 24 
Tuns thereof. The reſt of the Body and 
the Tail are like unto thoſe of other Whales. 
He is of a browniſh Colour on the Back, 
and white under the Belly. He is of dif- 
ferent Sizes, from 50 to 70 Foot long. 
Then 


Cachelots. 
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Then comes the White Fiſh, whoſe The White 
Shape 1s not unlike that of the great Bay- 
Whale; having noFins upon the Back, but 
underneath two large ones ; the Tail like a 
Whale; his Spouts, through which he 
breathes and throws out the Water, are the 
fame ; he has likewiſe the Bunch on the 
Head. His Colour is of a fading yellow; he 
is commonly from 12 to 16 Foot in Length, 
and is exceeding fat. The Train of his 
Blubber is as clear as the cleareſt Oil. His His Fleth and 
Fleſh as well as the Fat has no bad Taſte, lll“ 
and when it is marinated with Vinegar 
and Salt, it is as well taſted as any Pork 
whatſoever. The Fins alſo and the Tail, 
pickled or ſauced, are good eating. This 
| Fiſh is fo far from being ſhy, that whole 
Droves are ſeen about the Ships at Sea. The 
Greenlanders catch Numbers of them, of 
which they make grand Cheer. 


There is yet another ſmaller ſort of Bat or Blunt- 
Whales, called But-Heads, from the Form ER 
of its Head, which at the Snout is flat, 
like a But's End. He has a Fin upon his Back 

towards 
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towards the Tail; and two Side-Fins, His 5 

Tail is like to that of a Whale. In the 8 

binder Part of the Head he has a Pipe to 1 

fetch Air, and ſpout the Water through; 8 

which he does not ſpout out with that 

Force the Whale does. His Size is from 14 1 

to 20 Foot. He follows Ships under Sail 1 

Runs as faſt as with a fair Wind, and ſeems to run for a t 
Fall S. Wager with them ; whereas, on the con- f 
trary, other Whales avoid and fly from 1 

them. Their jumping, as well as that of 1 

Fiſhes and Sea-Animals, forebodes boiſte- t. 

. rous and ſtormy Weather, 
Among the different Kinds of Whales, l 
Unicom. ſome reckon the Unicorn, as they com- E 
monly call him, from a long, ſmall Horn, 1 

that grows out of his Snout; but his right 2 

Name is Nar-Whale, It is a pretty large * 

Fiſh, 18 or 20 Foot long, and yields 1 

good Fat. His Skin is black and ſmooth, 1 

without Hair. He has one Fin on each ” 

Side, at the Beginning of his Belly. His 4 


Head is pointed, and out of his Snout on 
His Horn, the left Side proceeds the Horn, which is 8¹ 
| round, 
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round, turned, with a ſharp taper Point ; 
the greateſt Length of it is 14 or 15 Foot, 
and thick as your Arm, The Root of it 


goes very deep into the Head, to ſtrengthen. 


it for the ſupporting of ſo heavy a Burthen. 
The Horn is of a fine white and compact 


Matter, wherefore it weighs much. The 
third Part of it, beginning from the Root, is 
commonly hollow; and there are ſome very 


ſolid at the Root, and above it grows more 
and more hollow. On the right Side of 


the Head there lies another ſhorter Horn Has a little 


ort Horn 


hidden, which does not grow out of the formed within 
the Skull. 


Skin, and it cannot be conceived for what. 
End the All-wiſe Creator has ordained it. 
He has, like other Whales, two Pipes or 
Spouts, which terminate in one, through 


which he breathes and fetches Air, when 
he comes up out of the Sea with his 


Head, Here I muſt obſerve to you, that 
when the Whale comes up to fetch Air, 'tis 
not Water he throws out at the Spouts, as 
the common Notion runs ; but his Breath, 
which reſembles Water forced out of a 
great Spout, As for the reſt of the Uni- 

| — corn 
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corn or Nar-Whale's Body, it is perfectly of 
the ſame Shape as that of other Whales. 


Miſtake of the Concerning this Animal's Horn, which 

Authors, who has given Occaſion to ſo many Diſputes, 

will have it to | 

be a Tooth. whether it be a Horn properly ſo called, or 
a Tooth, my Reader muſt allow me a lit- t 
tle Digreſſion, for to make theſe Gentlemen 
Diſputants aware of their Miſtake, who 
pretend it to be a Tooth and not a Horn; te 
being placed on one Side of the Snout, and ti 
not on the Top of the Fore-Head, where 
other Animals wear their Horns. See Wor- 


0 
t] 
mius's Muſeum, L. III. Ch. 14. But it ap- u 
v 
fe 


+ rr rw — toe kd 


pears clearly to all Beholders, that it neither 
has the Shape of a Tooth ſuch as other 


Sea- Animals are endowed with; nor has t] 

its Root in the Jaws, the ordinary Place of 1 
——— Teeth, but grows out of the Snout, as ſt 
— in the may be ſeen in the Cut hereto joined. And is 
beſides, the Abſurdity is much greater to n 

hold, and maintain, that Animals wear Teeth 7 

on the Snout or Head, like Horns: or dare = 

any Body deny, that the Whale's Spouts are 0! 

his Noſtrils, through which he fetches ir 


Breath, 


f Greenland. 

Breath, becauſe they are on the Top of his 
Head; or queſtion, that the Clap-Myſſes 
(a large Kind of Seal) his Eyes are ſuch, 
becauſe they are placed in the hindermoſt 
part of the Head? Ought we not rather to 
think, that an all-wiſe Creator has placed 
this Horn horizontally, 'to the End, that it 
may not be of any Hindrance to the Courſe 
and Swimming, of this Animal in the Wa- 
ter, which would happen, if it did riſe ver- 


© 


tically? Furthermore this Horn ſerves many With this 


Horn he bores 


other Ends, as to ſtir up his Food from Holes in the 


the Bottom of the Sea, as he is ſaid to feed Ice and keeps 


it open. 


upon ſmall Sea- Weeds, and likewiſe there- 
with . to bore Holes in the Ice, in order to 
fetch freſh Air. The Inference theſe Gen+ 
tlemen are pleaſed to draw from the Gene- 
rality of Fiſhes and Sea-Animals having no 


ſuch Paws or Claws as Land-Animals have, 


is as lame, and of as little Force. And it is 
much leſs abſurd to hold, that Sea-Ani- 
mals have ſomething common with thoſe 
of the Land, as it is confeſs'd, that many 
of them have a great Reſemblance together 
in Figure and Shape, viz. Sca-Calves, Sea- 


Dogs, 
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Mary ses Dogs, Sea-Wolves, and Sea-Horſes; toge- 


Animals re- 


_ IO ther with Mer-Men and Mer-Maids, as it is 


Land. pretended. Who is ignorant of the winged 
or flying Fiſhes ; and of others with long 
Nebs or Bills like Birds ; alſo of Birds with 
The vaſt Di” four Feet, like Beaſts? And why then may 


agreement of ; 

Authors, who there not be Sea-Unicorns, as well as Land- 

deſcribe the A 4 : . 

Land Unt. Unicorns; if any ſuch there be in rerum 
, makes it Wie? : 

doubeful, whe- natura? for it is a difficult Matter to deter- 


= 1 be mine, what Kind of Animal the Scripture 


underſtands, when it ſpeaks of the Unicorn, 


as in P/alm xxix. ver. 6. and in other 
Places: whether it be ſuch a one as Plinius 
and other Writers deſcribe, giving him the 
Body of a Horſe, with a Stag's Head, and a 
Horn on his Snout; or whether it ought 
not with better Reaſon be applied to a cer- 
tain Animal in Africa, called Rhinoceros, 
whoſe Snout is horned in that Faſhion. If 
one had Patience to conſider the vaſt Diſa- 
greement, that reigns between theſe Writers, 
one would conclude that this Animal is pecu- 
liar to the Climate, where the fabulous Bird 
Phenix builds its Neſt ; that is to fay, in 
Utopia, or no where. For ſome deſcribe 
this 
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this Animal, as an amphibious one, that 
lives by Turns upon Land and in the Wa- 
ter. Some will have him to be in the 
Likeneſs of an Ore white ſpotted, with 
Horſe Feet. Others make a three Years 
Colt of him, with a Stag's Head, and a 
Horn in the Front one Ell long. And 
others again tell you it is like a Morſe or 
Sea Horſe, with divided or cloven Feet, 
and a Horn in the Front. There are Au- 
thors, who attribute to him a Horn 10 Foot 
long, others fix, and others again but the 
length of three Inches. See Pliny, Mun- 
flerus, Marc. Paulus, Philoftratus, Heliodo- 
rus, and ſeveral others, whoſe Relations are 
of the ſame Authority with mine, as that of 
the Green/anders, concerning a fierce, rave- 
nous wild Beaſt, which they call Amavot z 
which all pretend to know, but no Perſon 
ever yet was found, that could ſay, he had 
ſeen it. 

Niſes or Porpoiſes, otherwiſe Sea Hogs, Niſes or Por- 
are allo placed in the Claſs of Whales, N 
though of a much ſmaller Size, and are 

Cx met 
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met with in all Seas. His Head reſembles 
that of a Butts-Head-Whale. His Mouth 
is armed with ſharp Teeth. He has Spouts 
or Pipes like a Whale. He has a Fin-upon 
the middle of his Back, which towards 
the Tail is bended like a Half- Moon. Un- 
der the Belly there are two Side Fins, over- 
grown with Fleſh and covered with a black 
Skin, His Tail is broad like that of aWhale. 
He has ſmall round Eyes, his Skin is of a 
ſhining black, and the Belly white, His 
Length is five to eight Foot, at moſt. His 
Fat makes fine Oil, and the Fleſh is by the 
Greenlander reckoned a great Dainty. 


Of other Sea * mals. 


Morſes or Sea The Sea Horſe or Morſe has the Shape 


Horſes. of a Seal, though much larger and ſtronger. 


He has five Claws on each of his Feet, as 
the Seal. His Head rounder and larger. 
His Skin is an Inch thick, eſpecially about 
the Neck, very rough, rugged and wrinkled, 
covered with a ſhort, brown, and ſometimes 
reddiſh, or Mouſe-coloured Hair. Out of 


Has two lon 


2 


Teeth oc his upper Jaw there grow two large Teeth 


/ Greenland. 
or Tuſks, bended downwards over the un- 
der Jaw, of the length of half a Yard, and 
ſometimes of a whole Yard and more. Theſe 
Tuſks are eſteemed as much as Elephants 
Teeth ; they are compact and ſolid, but 
hollow towards the Root. His Mouth is 
not unlike that of a Bull, covered above and 
beneath with ſtrong Briſtles as big as a 
Straw, His Noſtrils are placed above his 
Mouth, as thoſe of the Seal. His Eyes 
are fiery red, which he can turn on all 
Sides, not being able to turn his Head, by 
Reaſon of the Shortneſs and Thickneſs of 
his Neck. The Tail reſembles a Seal's Tail, 
being thick and ſhort. His Fat is like 


Hogs Lard. He lies commonly upon the, an amphi- 
Ice Shoals, and can live a good while on bien Animal. 


Shore, till Hunger drives him back into 
the Seas; his Nouriſhment being both Herbs 
and Fiſhes. He ſnores very loud, when he 
ſleeps ; and when he is provoked to Anger, 
he roars like a mad Bull. Tis a very bold 


and fierce Creature, and they aſſiſt each 


other, when attack'd, to the laſt. He is 


continually at War with the White Bear, Fights the 430 
B 6 2 to White Bear. 
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to whom he often proves too hard with his 
mighty Tuſks, and often kills him, or at 


| 
leaſt, does not give over till they both ex- | 
pire. | 
Different 'The Seals are of different Sorts and Sizes, ; 
Kinds of 3 L ; t 
Seals. though in their Shape they all agree, ex- : 
cepting the Clap-Myſs, ſo called from a . 
Sort of a Cap he has on his Head, with : 
which he covers it when he fears a Stroke. 8 
The Paws of a Seal have five Claws, joined - 
together with a thick Skin, like that of a : 
Gooſe or a Water Fowl. His Head reſem- 8 

bles a Dog's with cropped Ears, from whence 

he has got the Name of Sea Dog. His 
Snout 1s bearded like that of a Cat. His Fe 
Eyes are large and clear with Hair about Þ 
Their Skin ofthem. The Skin is covered with a ſhort | 
rivers Co- Hair of divers Colours, and ſpotted ; ſome 1 
white and black, others yellowiſh, others N 


again reddiſh, and ſome of a Mouſe Colour. T\ 
His Teeth are very ſharp and pointed. Al- 
though he ſeems lamiſh behind, yet he 
makes nothing of getting up upon the Ice- 
Hills, where he loves to fleep and to baſk is 

| himſelf N 
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himſelf in the Sun. The largeſt Seals are 

from five to eight Foot in Length, their 

Fat yields better Train-Oil than that of any 

other Fiſh. This is the moſt common of 

all the Sea Animals in Green/and; and con- Conte _ 
tributes the moſt to the ſubſiſting and Subſiſtence of 
maintaining of the Inhabitants, who feed dE 

upon the Fleſh of it, and cloath themſelves 

with the Skin, which likewiſe ſerves them 

for the covering of their Boats and Tents: 

The Fat is their Fuel, which they burn in 

their Lamps, and alſo boil their Victuals 


with. 


As for other Sea Monſters and wonder- Sundry Sea- 
tul Animals, we find in Tormoder's Hiſtory Mes” 
of Greenland, mention made of three Sorts 
of Monſters, where he quotes a Book, cal- 
led Speculum Regale Iclundicum, or the 
Royal-Iſland Looking-Glaſs, from whence 
he borrows what he relates. But none of 


1 them 


3 The abovementioned Author calls the firſt of theſe | 
Monſters Haveſtramb, (or Mer-Man) and defcribes it Che Mer: 
to have the Likeneſs of a Man, as to the Head, Face, Man. 
Nofe and Mouth; faye that its Head was oblong and 

pointed 
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them have been ſeen by us, or any of our 
Time, that ever I could hear, fave that 
moſt dreadful Monſter, that ſhewed itſelf 


upon 


pointed like a Sugar-Loaf. It has broad Shoulders, and 
two Arms without Hands, The Body downwards 
is ſlanting and thin. The reſt below the Middle, be- 
ing hid in the Water, could not be obſerved. The 


The Mermaic ſecond Monſter he calls Margya (or Mer-Woman, or- 


or Mer-Wo- Mermaid) had from the Middle upwards the Shape and 
— Countenance of a Woman: A terrible broad Face, a 
pointed Forehead, wrinkled Cheeks, a wide Mouth, 

large Eyes, black untrimmed Hair, two great Breaſts, 

which ſhewed her Sex: She had two long Arms, with 

Hands and Fingers join'd together with a Skin, like the 

Feet of a Gooſe. Below the Middle ſhe is like a 

Fiſh, with a Tail and Fins. The Fiſhermen pretend, 

f that when theſe Sea Monſters appear, it forebodes ſtormy 
Hefeufa, a Weather. The third Monſter, named Hafzufa, is fo 
fubulon 8. terrible and frightful, that the Author does not well 
Moniter, know how to deſcribe it; and no wonder, becauſe he 
never had any true Relation of it. Its Shape, Length 

and Bulk ſeems to exceed all Size and Meaſure, They 

that pretend to have ſeen it, ſay, it appeared to them 

more like a Land than a Fiſh, or Sea Animal, ' And 

as there never has been ſeen above two of them in the 

wide open Sea, they conclude, that there can be no 

Breed of them ; for if they ſhould breed and multiply, 

all the reſt of Fiſhes muſt be deſtroyed at laſt, their 

vaſt Body wanting ſuch large Quantity of Nouriſhment. 

When this Monſter is hungry, it is ſaid to void through 


the 


/ Greenland. - 87 


upon the Surface of the Water in the Year & ſurprifng 


dei Monſter, 
een in the 


1734, off our New Colony in 64 Degrees. 600 = 


This Monſter was of ſo huge a Size, that 
G 4 coming 


the Mouth ſome Matter of a ſweet Scent, which per- It draws all 
fumes the whole Ses; and by this Means it allures and ©", engl. 
draws all Sorts of Fiſhes and Animals, even the Whales ithes toge- 
to it, who in whole Droves flock thither, and run into her with its 
the wide opened Swallow of this hideous Monſter, as YOu 


into a Whirl]-Pool, till its Belly be well freighted with 


1 copious Load of all Sorts of Fiſhes and Animals, 


and then it ſhuts the Swallow, and has for the whole 

Year enough to digeſt and live upon; for it is ſaid to 

make but one large Meal a Year. This, though a very 

filly and abſurd Tale, is nevertheleſs matched by ano- 

ther Story, every whit as ridiculous, told by my own 
Countrymen, Fiſhermen in the Northern Part of Nor- A Norway 
way, They tell you, that a great gaſtly Sea-Monſter Meng of K- ac- 

, | | a en, a pre- 

now and then appears in the Main Sea, which they ended Ph in. 
call Kracken, and is no doubt the ſame that the Iſlan- tom. 

ders call Hofgufa, of which we have ſpoken above. 

They ſay, that its Body reaches ſeveral Miles in Length; 

and that it is moſt feen in a Calm ; when it comes out 

of the Water, it ſeems to cover the whole Surface of 

the Sea, having many Heads and a Number of Claws, 

with which it ſeizes all that comes in its Way, as Fiſh- 

ing Boats with Men and all, Fiſhes and Animals, and 

lets nothing eſcape ; all which it draws down to the 

Bottom of the Sea, Moreover they tell you that all he Piſhes 
Sorts of Fiſhes flock together upon it, as upon a Bank flock about it 
of the Sea, and that many Fiſhing Boats come thither 5 JS 

to ketch Fiſh, not ſuſpecting that they lie upon ſuch a * 
dreadful 
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coming out of the Water, its Head reached 
as high as the Maſt-Head ; its Body was 
as bulky as the Ship, and three or four | 

Times | 


dreadful Monſter, which they at laſt underſtand by the 
intangling of their Hooks and Angles in its Body ; 
which the Monſter feeling, riſes ſoftly from the Bottom | 
to the Surface, and ſeizes them all; if in Time they 
do not perceive him and prevent their Deſtruction, 
which they may eaſily do, only calling it by its Name, 
which it no ſooner hears, but it ſinks down again as 
ſoftly as it did riſe, They tell you of another Sea 
The Draw Spectre, which they call the Draw, who keeps to no 
another pre- conſtant Shape or Figure, but now appears in one, 
tended Sea , 
Spectre. now in another. It appears and is heard before any 
Misfortunes, as Shipwrecks and the like, happen at Sea, 
which it forbodes with a moſt frightful and gaſtly 
howling; and they ſay it ſometimes utters Words like 
It haunts the a Man. It moſt commonly diverts itſelf, in putting 
2 "_ all Things out of Order, after the Fiſhermen are gone 
ning all at Nights to reft ; and then he leaves behind him a 
hing, topſy naſty Stench. The Fiſhermen will not ſuffer the 
e's Truth of this Tale to be queſtioned, but pretend it is 
confeſſed. But the moſt ſuperſtitious among them go 
yet a Step further, and will make you believe, that 
there appears to them another kind of Sea Phantom, in 
the Shape of a Child in ſwadling Cloaths, which they 
call armel, and ſometimes draw him out of the Sea 
with their Angling Hook, when he ſpeaks to them 
with a human Voice, They carry him to their home, 
and at Night they put him into one of their Boots, 
there to reft, In the Morning, when they go a fiſhing 
again, 
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Times as long. It had a long pointed 
Snout, and ſpouted like a Whale-Fiſh ; 
great broad Paws, and the Body ſeemed 
covered with Shell-Work, its Skin very 
rugged and uneven. The under Part of 
its Body was ſhaped like an enormous huge 
Serpent, and when it dived again under 
Water, it plunged backwards into the Sea, 
and ſo raiſed its Tail aloft, which ſeemed a 
whole Ship's Length diſtant from the bul- 
kieſt Part of the Body. 


Of other Fi bes. 


Of Fiſhes properly ſo called, the Green- 
land Sea has abundance and of great Diver- 


| 1 The Fiſh cal- 
ſity, of which the largeſt is called Hay, 104 Hy. 


whoſe Fleſh is much like that of the Holy- 
Butt, and is cured in the ſame Manner ; 
being cut into long Slices, and hung up to 
be dried in the Sun and in the Air, as they 
cure them in the Northern Parts of Nor- 
way; but the Greenlanders do not much 

care 


again, they take him along with them in their Boats, 
and before they let him go, they ſet him a Taſk to in- 
form them of all they want to know, upon which 
they diſmiſs him. 
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His Liver 


makes out two 
or three Laſt:. 
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care for it; its Fleſh being of a much 
coarſer Grain than that of the Holy-Butt. 
This Fiſh has two Fins on the Back, and 


| fix under the Belly, the two foremoſt are 


the longeſt, and | have the Shape of a 


T ongue. The other two middlemoſt are 


ſomewhat broader than the reſt, and the 
hindermoſt Couple near the Tail, are alike 
broad before and behind, but ſhorter than 
the middlemoſt. His Tail reſembles that 
of the Sword-Fiſh, There are no Bones in 
him, but Griſtles only. He has a long Snout, 
under which the Mouth is placed like that 
of the Sword-Fiſh; he has three Rows of 
ſharp pointed Teeth, his Skin is hard and 
prickly, of a greyiſh Hue ; his Length is 
two or three Fathom ; he hes a great Li- 
ver, of which they make Train-Oil, the 
biggeſt of which makes two or three Laſts, 
'Tis a Fiſh of Prey, bites large Pieces out 
of the Whale's Body, and is very greedy 
after Man's Fleſh, He cannot be caught 
with Lines made of Hemp, for with his 
ſharp Teeth he ſnaps it off; but with Iron 
Chains. And the larger fort are taken with 

Har- 


"I 
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poons, as we do the Whales. The reſt of 
Fiſhes that haunt the Greenland Seas, are Other Fiſhes 
the Holybut, Torbut, Codfiſh, Haddock, © CON 
Seate, ſmall Salmon or Sea-Trout of diffe- 
rent Kinds and Sizes (the large Salmon not 
being ſo frequent in Greenland) and theſe 
are very fat and good, They are found in 
all Inlets, and Mouths of Rivers. Cat-fiſh 
is the moſt common Food of Greenlanders, 
inſomuch, that when all other Things fail, 
the Cat-fiſlh muſt hold out, of which there 
are abundance, both Winter and Summer, 
In the Spring, towards the Month of April, 
they catch a fort of Fiſh called Rogncals, or The Fiſh 
Stone-biter ; and in May another Fiſh, cal- Ros Fin. 
led Lyds or Stints, both Sorts very ſavoury; 
they frequent the Bays and Inlets in great 
Shoals. There are alſo Whitings in abun- 
dance, but Herrings are not to be ſeen. 
Moreover there is a kind of Fiſh, which 
neither I myſelf nor any of my Company had 
ever ſeen before ; this Fiſh is not unlike a 
Bream, only it is prickly with ſharp Points 
all over, with a ſmall Tail. There are of 


diffe- 
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Teſtaceous 
Fiſhes. 


Tortoiſes. | 


Great Diver— 
lity of Sea 
Fon ls. 
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different Sizes. The Greenlanders ſay they 
are well taſted. 5 


Among the teſtaceous Animals in Green- 


land the chief are the Muſcles, of which 


there are great Quantities; they are 


large and delicate. In ſome Waters I have 
found of thoſe larger Sorts, in which the 
Norwegiam find Pearls. Theſe have alſo 
Pearls, but very ſmall ones, not bigger than 
the Head of a Pin, I ſhall fay nothing of 
the other Sea Inſects, as Crabs, Shrimps, &c. 
though they be not rare here; yet Lobſters, 
Crawfiſh and Oiſters I never met with. 


According to Information had of Green- 


landers, on the Southern Coaſts they ſome- 
times catch Tortoiſes in their Nets for 
they tell you, that they are covered with 
a thick Shell, have Claws and a ſhort Tail; 
and moreover that they find Eggs in them, 
like Birds Eggs. 


Of Greenland Sea Birds. 


Amongſt the Sea Fowls the Principal are 
thoſe they call HO N and Ducks; of 
which 


of Greenland, 


which there are ſuch Numbers, that ſome- Vaſt Numbers 
| | of Edderor 


times failing along, you find the whole Sea Down-Fowls 


covered with them ; and when they take 
their Flight, you would think there was no 
End of them, eſpecially in Winter-Time, 
when in large Flocks, to the Number of 
many Thouſands, they hover about our Co- 
lony, Morning and Evening ; in the Even- 
ing ſtanding in for the Bay, and in the 
Morning turning out to Sea again, They 
fly ſo near the Shore, that you may from 
thence ſhoot them at Pleaſure, In the Spring 
they retire towards the Sea; for upon the 
Illand that lies adjacent to the Coaſt, they 
lay their Eggs, and hatch their young ones, 
which arrive in June and Fuly. 


The Natives watch them in this Sea- 
ſon to rob them of their Eggs and their 
young ones. The fine down Feathers, which 
is the beſt Part of this Bird, ſo much va- 
lued by others, the Natives make nothing 
of, leaving them in the Neſts. Za 


| There are three Sorts of Ducks. The 
firſt have a broad Bill, like our tame Duck, 
| 3 With 


and Ducks. 


Three Sorts of 
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The Natural Hiftory 
with a fine ſpeckled Plumage, Theſe build 
their Neſts upon the Iſlands as the Edder 
Fowls do. The ſecond fort is of a leſſer 
Size, their Bills long and pointed ; keep moſt 
in the Bays and in freſh Waters, where they 


Wood Ducks neſt among the Reeds, The third fort are 


are not engen- 


dred the ordi- called Wood-Ducks, reſemble very much 


nary way from 
Eggs, but 


thoſe of the firſt ſort, though ſomewhat 


com Muſcle jarger of Size; its Breaſt is black, the reſt 


Shells, 


of the Body is gray. Theſe do not propa- 
gate in the common Way of Generation by 
coupling like other Birds; but (which is very 
ſurprizing) from a ſlimy Matter in the Sea, 
which adheres to old Pieces of Wood dri- 


ving in the Sea, of which firſt is generated 


a kind of Muſcles, and again in theſe is bred 
a little Worm, which in Length of Time 
is formed into a Bird, that comes out of the 
Muſcle-Shell, as other Birds come out of Egg- 
Shells k. Beſides theſe there is another Sea 

| Bird, 

k What ſo many Authors of great Note relate of the 
Wood-Ducks, and affirm to be an unqueſtionable 
Truth, is by as many learned Writers treated as an old 
Woman's Tale, pretending that ſuch an heterogeneal 


Generation paſſes the ordinary Rounds of Nature. O- 
thers 


ry" A My 
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Bird, which the Norway-men call Alles, Als, of diffo 


which in the Winter Seaſon contributes 
much to the Maintenance of the Green- | 
landers. 


thers (in Conſideration of ſo many Authors of Credit, 

who affirm that they have been Eye-witneſles to this 
range and wonderful Generation) have taken great 
Pains to demonſtrate the Cauſes and Probability of it 
phyſically and philoſophically, amongſt whom is the 


rent Sizes. 


learned Father K:rkerus in his Mundus Subterraneus ; 1 7 
where he maintains, that the Semen of this extraordi- #e7's Opinion 
nary Generation is neither contained in thoſe old Pieces | 1... 


of Wood, that drive in the Sea, nor in the Muſcles ori- 
ginally ; for a Piece of Wood cannot produce a living 
Animal, this exceeding the Virtue Nature has endowed 
it with; much leſs the Summer Froth of the Sea, which 
adheres to the rotten Piece of Wood, and may produce 


Shells or Muſcles, Then he forms the Queſtion, from H sReaſoning 


whence comes this Semen or Seed, which produces ſuch <9 
a ſtrange Fruit, as a living Bird? Which Queſtion he 
ſtrives thus to reſolve ; that, whereas he has been in- 
formed by certain Dutchmen's Journals or Voyages into 
the Northern Seas, that this fort of Birds, peculiar to 
that Climate, make their Neſt and lay their Eggs upon 
the Ice; when the Ice by the Heat of the Sun thaws 
and breaks aſunder, this innumerable Quantity of Eggs 
are likewiſe maſh'd and cruſh'd to Pieces, and beaten 
about the Waves; and that if that Part of the Egg 
which contains the Seed, encounters any ſubject Matter 
proper to foment and brood it, and is received in it 
loco matricis, aſſiſted by the Temperament of the Air, 
2290 the 


theſe Fowls. 
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landers. Sometimes there are ſuch. Numbers \ 


i of them, that they drive them in large 
4 Flocks to the Shore, where they catch them 


| | with 
i | t 
1 the Earth, or the Sea, it becomes in due Time a per- q 
1 » 1 o 5 
4 feet Bird. This is the renowned Father Kirkerus's No- 8 
4 His Notions tion concerning the Generation of theſe Birds. But } 
1 falſe and ab-. 8 | 
| od. if one examines his Reaſoning, it is found altogether n 
4 incoherent: for it was never known, that Sea Fowls h 
lay their Eggs upon the naked Ice, but commonly upon 8 
the Iſlands and Rocks in the Sea, which are ſurrounded Fo 
and ſometimes covered with Ice; and conſequently p 
when the Ice breaks, and drives away from the Iſlands, t 
the Eggs remain ſtill in their Neſt, without receiving * 
any Hurt. And thus the Dutch found it at Nova 8 


Zembla, in the Year 1569; but what they ſaw, was * 
not the right ſort of Wood-Ducks, but what they in v 
Wood Ducks Nertbay call Gield- Ducks; for Wood-Ducks never are 


* ſeen to couple, nor to lay or hatch their Eggs. Se- | ' 
for their condly it ſeems no leſs abſurd to maintain, that Eggs, 4 
Breed. after they are maſh'd in Pieces, and beaten about the S, 
Waves, retain as much ſeminal Virtue, as will ſerve to Ke 
procreate a Bird, From whence I infer, that either 2 
the Information, the good Father had got from the 4 
Dutch Voyages, was intirely groundleſs; or this pre- it 


tended Generation goes beyond the Bounds of Nature. 1 
As to the firſt Inference, it is not impoſſible that the 


Authors who relates this Story, may have been impoſed ky 
upon by a common though falſe Report of vulgar and hs 
ignorant People; as any one may, that takes a thing ſe 
for granted upon a bare hear-ſay, without the Atteſta- T 


tion 
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with their Hands. They are not ſo large 
as a Duck; nor is their Fleſh ſo well taſted, 
being more trainy or oily, The leſſer ſort 


H of 
tion of Eye Witneſſes in ſuch a Matter. For my Part I 


do not at all doubt of this wonderful Generation; for Experience 
though I have not beheld it with my own Eyes, yet ] confirms this 
have met with many honeſt and reaſonable Men in - . 
my Native Country, who have aſſured me, that they 

have found Pieces of old, rotten, driven Wood in the 

Sea, upon which there hang Muſcles, in ſome of which 

they ſaw young Birds, ſome half - formed, others in full 
Perfection and Shape. From whence I conclude, that 

thoſe Fowls ſpring from no other Seed, than ſome Produced 
clammy and viſcous Matter flcating in the Sea, precipi- _ po 
tated upon Pieces of old rotten Wood, as aforeſaid ; of viſcous Matter 
which there is firſt formed a Muſcle, and then a little of the Sea ad- 
Worm in the Muſcle Shell; from whence at laſt a Bird —— 
proceeds. And although this may feem to exceed the tſed up and 
ordinary Bounds ſet by Nature in the Procreation of down in the 
other Birds; yet it is obſerved and confeſſed, that the . 

Sea produces many ftrange and ſurprizing Things, and 

even living Animals, which we cannot affirm to have 

had being from the firſt Creation ; but that by vertue 

of the primitive Bleſſing God gave the Sea to produce: 

it may yet bring forth many uncommon and wonderful 

Things, as for Example, many Sorts of Sea Inſects, 

viz. Crabs and the like. And thus the Sea or Water 

in general may with Reaſon be {tiled Pater & Mater 

rerum, i. e. the common Patent of Things. Nature 

ſeems to delight ſometimes in forming out of the Way 


Things: Thus we ſee divers Inſects formed out of the 
very 
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of Alkes, which alſo abound here, are 
more eatable than the large ones. Beſides 
this vaſt Number of Sea Fowls, there is 
yet one of a ſmaller Size, by the Natives 
called Tungoviarſeck, which for its beautiful 
Feathers Sake, ought not to be forgot: It 
has the Size and Shape of a Lark, 


The Wil Wild Geeſe or grey Geeſe keep to the 
eeſe, after 


they have laid Northward of Greenland; they are of Shape 
welehe, like other Geefe, ſomewhat ſmaller, with 
them, retum grey Feathers. They take their Flight from 
with their : 
young ones other Southern Climates, over to Greenland 
Southwards. . : 
every Spring, for to breed their young ones ; 
which when grown and able to fly, they 
carry along with them and return to the 
more Southern and milder Climates, where 


they paſs the Winter-Seaſon. 


In ſhort, I have myſelf found in Green— 
land all the ſeveral Sorts of Sea-Fowls which 
we 


very Dung of Animals; ſome of which Inſects often 
change their Kind and Shape, viz. from a ſmall Worm 
into a flying Animal; as Flies, Beetles, Butterflies and 
{o forth. 
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we have in Norway; as all Kinds of Mews an Sorts of 
big and ſmall, which build their Neſt in? View. 
tne Clifts of the higheſt Rocks, beyond 

the Reach of any one; and ſome upon the 

little Iſlands, as the Bird called Terne and 

the like; whoſe Eggs they gather in great 
abundance among the Stones: The Lundes 

or Greenland Parrot, ſo called on account of 

its beautiful Plumage, and broad ſpeckled 

Bill: The Lumbs, the Sea-Emms, a Fowl — * 
of a large Size, and very ſmall Wings; for | 
which reaſon he cannot fly. Beſides Snipes, 

and a great Number of others; ſome too 
common to be enumerated and deſcribed 

here, and others, of which I know not the 

Name, bat whoſe Figure and Shape you 

will fee in the Cuts. 
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VI. 


Treats of the ordinary Occupations, 
as Hunting and Fiſhing ; of the 
Tools and Inſtruments neceſſary for 
theſe Employments : Of the Houſe 


Implements and Utenſils, &c. of 


the Greenlanders. 


The Green/an- 
ders Way of 
getting their 


S every Nation has its peculiar Way 
of living and of getting their Live- 


Livelihood; ,.y "IF 5 "IH 

their Tools lihood, ſuiting their Genius and Temper 
and Inftru- ü 

0 the Nature and Produce of the Coun- 


plain and or- try they inhabit ; ſo the Greenlanders like- 
dis ary, but | 
convenient peculiar to themſelves 
and well con- | 
erived for che and their Country. And though their Way 
Uſe, 
4 and Cuſtoms may ſeem to others mean and 
filly, yet they are ſuch, as very well ſerve 


wiſe have theirs, 


their Turn, and which we can find no 
Fault with. Their ordinary Employments 
are Fiſhing and Hunting; on Shore they 


bunt the Rain-Deer, and at Sca they pur- 


ſue the Whales, Morſes, Seals, and other 
as alſo Sea Fowels and Fiſhes. 
The 


Sea Animals, 
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The Manner of Hunting the Rain-Deer 
has been treated of above in the fifth Chap- 
ter ; but there we took no Notice of their 
Bows and Arrows, which they make Uſe 
of in the killing thoſe Deer, Their Bow 
is of an ordinary Make, commonly made 
of Fir Tree, which in Norway is called 
Tenal, and on the Back ſtrengthened with 
Strings made of Sinews of Animals, twiſted 
like Thread: The Bow String is made of a 
good ſtrong Strap of Seal Skin, or of ſe- 
veral Sinews twiſted together; the Bow is 
a good Fathom long. The Head of the 
Arrow 1s armed with Iron, or a ſharp point- 
ed Bone, with one or more Hooks, that it 
may keep Hold, when ſhot into a Deer's 
Body, The Arrows they ſhoot Birds with 
are at the Head covered with one or more 
Pieces of Bone blunt at the End, that they 
may kill the Fowl, without tearing the 


The Bows and 
Arrows 
which they 
aſe in Hunt- 
ing on Shore. 


Fleſh. The Sea Fowls are not ſhot with Sea Fowls nor 


ſhot with At 


Arrows, but with Darts, headed with Bones os, but wit! 


or Iron, which they throw very dexterouſly, 
and with ſo ſteady a Hand at a greatDiſtance, 


Darts. 


that no Body can hit ſurer with a Gun. 


IT 3 They 
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How they 


Whale - catch- 
ing. 
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They are more frequently employed at Sea 
than on Shore; and I confeſs, they ſurpaſs 
therein moſt other Nations; for their Way 
of taking Whales, Seals and other Sea Ani- 
mals is by far the moſt ſkilfull and moſt 
eaſy and handy, 


When they go a Whale catching, they 


put on their beſt Gear or Apparel, as if they 


were going to a Wedding-Feaſt, fancying 
that if they did not come cleanly and neatly 
dreſſed, the Whale, who can't bear ſloven 
and dirty Habits, would ſhun them and fly 
from them. This is the Manner of their 
Expedition: About 5o Perſons, Men and 
Women, ſet out together in one of the large 


Boats, called Kone Boat; the Women carry 


along with them their ſewing Tackles, con- 
fiſting of Needles and Thread, for to ſew 
and mend their Huſbands Spring Coats, or 
Jackets, if they ſhould be toru or pierced 
through, as alſo to mend the Boat, in caſe 
it ſhould receive any Damage ; the Men go 
in ſearch of the Whale, and when they 
have found him, they ſtrike him with their 

| Har- 


off Greenland. 


Harpoons, to which are faſtened Lines or 
Straps two or three Fathom long, made of 
Seal Skin, at the End of which they tic a 
Bag of a whole Seal Skin, fill'd with Air, 
like a Bladder; to the End, that the Whale, 
when he finds himſelf wounded, and runs 
away with the Harpoon, may the ſooner 
be tired, the Air-Bag hindering him from 
keeping long under Water. When he grows 
tired, and loſes Strength, they attack him 
again with their Spears and Lances, till 


103 


he is killed, and then they put on their They put on 
Spring Coats, made of dreſſed Seal Skin, all — has 


of one Piece, with Boots, Gloves, and Caps, 4 at 


13 b the Fat of the 
ſewed and laced ſo tight together that no nales Belly. 


Water can penetrate them. In this Garb 
they jump into the Sea, and begin to ſlice 
the Fat of him all round the Body, even 
under the Water: For in theſe Coats they 
cannot ſink, as they are always full of Air; 
ſo that they can, like the Seal, ſtand up- 
right in the Sea: Nay they are ſometimes 
ſo daring, that they will get upon the 
Whale's Back, while there is yet Life in 
him, to make an End of him, and cut 


away his Fat. 
1 They 
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Their Man- 
ner of takin 


Seals, 


Another 
Manner. 
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They go much the ſame Way to work 


in killing of Seals, except that the Harpoon 


is leſſer, to which is faſtened a Line of Seal- 
Skin fix or ſeven Fathom long, at the End 
of which is a Bladder or Bag made of a 
ſmall Seal-Skin filled with Air, to keep 
the Scal, when he is wounded, from diving 
under the Water, and being loſt again. In 
the Northern Parts, where the Sea is all 
frozen over in the Winter, they uſe other 
Means in catching of Seals. They firſt 
look out for Holes, which the Seals them- 
ſelves make with their Claws about the Big- 
neſs of a Haltpeny, that they may fetch their 
Breath; after they have found any Hole, 
they ſeat themſelves near it upon a Chair, 
made for this Purpoſe; and as ſoon as they 
perceive the Seal coming up to the Hole 
and put his Snout into it for ſome Air, 
they immediately ſtrike him with a ſmall 
Harpoon, which they have ready in their 


Hand, to which Harpoon is faſtened a 


Strap a Fathom long, which they hold 
with the other Hand. After he is ſtruck, 
and cannot eſcape, they cut the Hole 

{0 
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ſo large, that they may get him up through 
it, and as ſoon as they have got his Head 


above the Ice, they can kill him with one 


Blow of the Fiſt. ? 


A third Way of catching Seals is this. A third Way 


of catchin 
They make a great Hole in the Ice, or, in Sass. 


the Spring, they find out Holes made by 
the Seals, through which they get upon 
the Ice to lie and baſk themſelves in the 
Sun, Near to theſe Holes they place a low 
Bench, upon which they lie down upon 
their Belly, having firſt made a ſmall Hole 
near the large one, through which they let 
ſoftly down a Perch, 16 or 20 Yards long, 
headed with a Harpoon, a Strap being fa- 
ſtened to it, which one holds in his Hand, 
while another (for there muſt be two em- 
ployed in this Sort of Capture) who lies 
upon the Bench with his Face downwards, 
watches the coming of the Seal, which 


when he perceives, he cries Xæ; whereupon 


he, who holds the Pole, puſhes and ſtrikes 
the Seal, 


The 
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A fourth The fourth Way is this: In the Spring, 


Way. when the Seals lie upon the Ice near Holes, 


[ which they themſelves make, for to get up 
and down ; the Greenlanders cloathed with 
Seal-Skins, and a long Perch in their Hand, 
creep along upon the Ice, moving their 

Head forwards and backwards, and ſnoring 

like a Seal, till they come ſo near him, 

that they can reach him with the Perch and 

The fifth ſtrike him. A fifth Manner of catching 

Way. , 

Seals is, when in the Spring the Current 
makes large Holes in the Ice, the Seals flock 
thither in great Shoals; there the Natives 
watch their Opportunity to ſtrike them with | 
| 


their Harpoons, and haul them upon the 

The ſixth Ice. There is yet a ſixth Way of catching 

ind Seals, when the Ice is not covered with | 
Snow, but clear and tranſparent ; then the | 
Catchers lay under their Feet Foxes or 
Dogs Tails, or a Piece of a Bear's Hide, to 
ſtand upon and watch the Animal, and 
when by his blowing and ſnoring they find 
what Courſe he takes, they ſoftly follow 
him and ſtrike him. 


In 
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In fiſhing they make Uſe of Hooks and 


Angles of Iron or Bones. Their Lines are The Lines 


they ule are 
made of Whale-Bones, cut very ſmall and made of 


' _ 
thin, and at the End tacked together; and — 4 32 


a . . - ſmall, and 
with ſuch Lines they will draw. 100 Fiſhes tz — 


to one, our People can catch with their ther at the 
Hemp-Lines. But to catch Holy-Buts wy: 
they uſe ſtrong Lines made of Seal-Skin, 

or thick Hemp-Lines. 


Their Way of fiſhing the ſmall Salmon, How they 


is thi Salmon 
or Sea Trout is this: At low Water they 584 pron 


or Sea Trouts. 
build ſmall Encloſures with Stone, near the 


River's Mouth, or any other Place, where 
the Salmon runs along; and when it begins 
to flow, and the Tide comes in, the Sal- 
man retreats to the River, and in high Wa- 
ter paſſes over the Encloſure, and remains 
in the River till the Water again falls; then 
the Salmon wants to go to Sea again; but 
then the Fiſhermen way-lay him at the En- 
cloſure and ſtop his Paſſage. And ſoon 
after, when the Water is quite fallen, and 
it is low Ebb, the Salmon remains upon 

dry Land, and may be cavght with Hands. 
| And 


_—__ 7 


108 The WVatural Hiſtory 

| And where they are left in Holes, they 
take them with an Inſtrument made for f. 
this Purpoſe, v/z. a Perch headed with two 


| b 
ſharp hooked Bones, or with one or two 6 
Iron Hooks. f 
II 
; : ; | P 
The Rogn or The Rogn-Fiſh, or Roe-Fiſh, ſo named 
Roc-Fith. ; | ſi 
from the great Quantity of Roe that's 1 
found in it, as he is commonly found in E 
ſhallow Water and upon the Sands, fo he is 
catched like the Salmon with the aforemen- 
tioned Inſtrument. There is ſuch abundance 2 
of theſe Fiſhes, that, as they cannot con- \ 
ſame them all being freſh, they are obliged q 
to dry them on the Rocks, and keep them 5 
for Winter Proviſion. When Roe-Fiſh c 
catching is over, which happens in the I 
Month of May, then the Greenlanders retire 1 
into the Bays and Creeks, where the Lods A 
Tod or Sent: or Stint-Fiſhing then takes Place. There | 
rare ſuch numberleſs Shoals of them near the F 
Shore, that they catch them in a Kind of g 
Sieves faſtened upon long Poles, and throw 


them upon the Shore; they open and dry 1 
them upon the Rocks, keeping them for | 
| their 
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their Winter Stock. This Fiſh is not agtee- 
able nor reckoned wholeſome, when eaten 
freſh ; beſides they have a nauſeous Smell, 
but when dried they may paſs. The Na- 
tives eat them with a Bit of Fat, or ſouced 
in Train Oil. And fo of all other Sorts of 
Fiſhes, what the Greenlanders cannot con- 
ſume being freſh, they dry upon the Rocks 
in the Sun,' or in the Wind, and lay them 
up for the Winter. 


Now as to the Green/and Boats, there are They have 
two Kinds of 


two Sorts of them; the one, of which the Boats, the one 


. for the Men 
Men alone make Uſe of, is a ſmall Veſſel one, Boy wor 


ſharp and pointed at both Ends, three Fa- other for Alen 


0 and Women 
thom in Length, and at moſt but three in common. 


Quarters of a Yard Broad, with a round qeferibed. 
Hole in the midſt, juſt large enough for a 
Man's Body to enter it, and fit down in it; 
the Inſide of the Boat is made of thin 
Rafts tack'd together with the Sinews of 
Animals, and the Outſide is covered with 
Seal Skins, dreſſed and without Hair; no 
more than one can fit in it, who faſtens it 
ſo tight about his Waſte, that no Water 
can 
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can penetrate it. In theſe ſmall Boats they 
go to Sea, managing them with one Oar of 
a Fathom in Length, broad at both Ends, 
with which they paddle ſometimes on one 
Side, and ſometimes on the other, with ſo 
much Swiftneſs, that they are ſaid to row 
10 or 12 Norway Miles in a Day. They 
chiefly make Uſe of them in catching of 


Seals and Sea Fowls, which they can ap- | 


proach on a ſudden and unawares; whereas 
we in our large Boats can very ſeldom 
come ſo near as to touch them. They 
do not fear venturing out to Sea in 


them, in the greateſt Storms, becauſe they 


ſwim as light upon the largeſt Waves as a 
Bird can fly; and when the Waves come 
upon them with all their Fury, they only 
turn the Side of the Boat towards them, to 
let them paſs, without the leaſt Danger of 
being ſunk; though they may happen to 


be overſet, yet they eaſily raiſe themſelves 


again with their Paddle; but if they are 
overſet unawares (as it often happens) and 
the Boat be not cloſe and tight about 
their Waſte, they are inevitably drowned. 
8 The 
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The other kind of Boats are large and shape andUſe 


open, like our Boats, ſome of them 20 Yards 


that is, Women's Boats ; becauſe the Wo- 
men commonly row them. For they think 
it unbecoming a Man to row ſuch a Boat, 
unleſs great Neceſſity requires it: And 
when they firſt ſet out for the Whale- 
Fiſhing, the Men fit in a very negligent 
Poſture, with their Faces turned towards 
the Prow, pulling with their little ordi- 
nary Paddle; but the Women fit in the 
ordinary Way, with their Faces toward the 
Stern, rowing with long Oars, The Inſide 
of theſe Boats is compoſed of thin Rafts, 
and the Outſide cloathed with thick Seal- 
Skins. In theſe Boats they tranſport * their 
Baggage, as Tents and the like Houſhold 
Furniture, when they go to ſettle in ſome 
diſtant Places, in queſt of Proviſion. In 
theſe Boats they alſo carry Sails, made of 


the Bowels and Entrails of Seals. The Maſt 


is placed foremoſt on the Prow, and as the 
Sail is broad at the upper End, where it is 
; faſtened 
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or Women's 


long; and theſe are called Kone. Boats, Boats. 
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faſtened to the Yard, and narrow at the 
lower End, ſo they neither want Braces nor 
Bowlins and Sheet-Ropes, and with theſe 
Sails they ſail well enough with the Wind, 
not otherwiſe. Theſe Boats, as they are 
flat bottomed, can ſoon be overſet. 


The Men do The Men meddle with noWork at home 
not work at : : 
home, but on- but what concerns their Tools for Hunting 


Iy in the mak- 0p | 
— — 2 and Fiſhing Tacklings, viz, their Boats, 
Af ot Bows, Arrows and the like. All other 


_—_— Work, even of building and repairing their 
3 Houſes, belong to the Women. As dexte- 
; rous and ſkilful as the Men are at their 
Work, ſo the Women are not behind 

Hand with them ; but according to their 

Way, and Manner, deſerve to be praiſed 


and admired, 
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Treats of the Inhabitants, their 
Houſes, and Houſe-Furniture. 


ay I'S undoubted that the modern In- The modern 


; Greenlander 
habitants of Greenland are the Off. deſcend from 


the ancient 


ſpring of the Schrellings, eſpecially thoſe that gelingen 
live on the Weſtern Coaſt, and there may 
be ſome Mixture (for ought we know) of dd 
the ancient Norway Colonies, that formerly 

dwelled in the Country, who in Length of 

Time were blended and naturalized a- 

mong the Natives, which is made probable 

by ſeveral Norway Words found in their 
Language. For, although the Norway Co- 

lonies were deſtroyed, yet there was, no 

doubt, ſome Remains of them, which 

joined with the Natives, and became all one 

Nation. With theſe Inhabitants all the Sea 

Coaſts are peopled, ſome more and ſome 

leſs. The Coaſt is pretty populous in the 
Southern Parts, and on the North in 68 
and 69 Degrees; though compared to other 
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The Natural Hiſtory 
Countries, it is in the Main but thinly in- 
habited. In the inner Parts of the Country 
no body lives, but only at certainTimes, in 
the Summer Seaſon, when they go a Rain- 
Deer Hunting. The Reaſon of this is, that 
(as has been ſaid above) the whole upland 
Country is perpetually covered with Ice and 
Snow. 


Their Winter As to their Houſes or dwelling Places, 
— they have one for the Winter- Seaſon, and 
another for the Summer. Their Winter 
Habitation is a low Hut built with Stone 
and Turf, two or three Yards high, with a 
Windows flat Roof. In | this Hut the Windows are 
1 on one Side, made of the Bowels of Seals, 
dreſſed and ſewed together; or of the Maws 
| of Holy-Buts, and are white and tranſpa- 
Beds and Bed- rent, On the other Side their Beds are pla- 
_ ced, which conſiſt in Shelves or Benches 
made up of Deal-Boards, raiſed half a 
Yard from the Ground; their Bedding is 

made of Seals and Rain Deer Skins. 


Several 


/ Greenland. 


Several Families live together in one of Their Fire 
| . and Chim- 
. theſe Houſes or Hats; each Family occupy-,.,, 


ing a Room by itſelf ſeparated from the 
reſt by a Wooden Poſt, by which alſo the 
- Roof is ſupported; before which there is a 
Hearth or Fire-place, in which is placed a 
great Lamp in the Form of a Half Moon 


ſeated on a Trevet ; over this are hung 


their Kettles of Braſs, Copper, or Marble, 
in which they boil their Victuals: under the 
Roof, juſt above the Lamp, they have a 
fort of Rack or Shelf, to put their wet 
Clothes upon to dry. The Fore-Door or 
Entry of the Houſe is very low, ſo that 
they muſt ſtoop, and muſt creep in upon 


all Fours, to get in at it; which is ſo con- 


trived to keep the cold Air out, as much 
as poſſible. The Inſide of the Houſes is 
covered or lined with old Skins, which be- 
fore have ſerved for the Covering of their 


Boats, Some of theſe Houſes are ſo large, $..., or eight 
. ' TT F ili 
that they can harbour ſeven or eight Families. | 8 


of theſe 


Houſes. 


Upon the Benches or Shelves where their 
Beds are placed, is the ordinary Seat of the 
I 2 Women, 
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Women, attending their Work of ſewing 
and making up of the Cloathing. The Men 
with their Sons occupy. the foremoſt Parts 
of the Benches, turning their Back to the 
Women : On the oppoſite Side, under the 
Windows, the Men belonging to the Fa- 
mily, or Strangers, take their Seats upon 
Benches there placed. : 


I cannot forbear taking Notice, that 
though in one of theſe Houſes there be 


Their Way of ten or twenty Train-Lamps, one does not 


making Fire, 
or dre ſſing 


perceive the Steam or Smoak thereof to fill 


their Lamps. theſe ſmall Cottages: The Reaſon, 1 


imagine is, the Care they take in trimming 


thoſe Lamps, viz, they take dry Moſs, rub- 


bed very ſmall, which they lay on one Side 
of the Lamp, which, being lighted, burns 
ſoftly, and does not cauſe any Smoak, if 
they do not lay it on too thick, or in 


Give a great Lumps. 'This Fire gives ſuch a Heat, that 


Heat. 


it not only ſerves to boil their Victuals, but 
alſo heats their Rooms to that Degree, that 
it is as hot as a Bagnio. But for thoſe 
who are not uſed to this Way of firing, the 

Smell 


; of Greenland. 
Smell is very diſagreeable, as well by the Num. 


ber of burning Lamps, all fed with Train-Oil, 


as on account of divers Sorts of raw Meat, 
Fiſhes and Fat, which they heap up in 
their Habitations; but eſpecially their Urine- 
Tubs ſmell moſt inſufferably, and ſtrikes 
one, that is not accuſtomed to it, to the very 


Heart. 


Theſe Winter-Habitations they begin to 
dwell in immediately after M:chaelmas, and 
leave them again at the Approach of the 
Spring, which commonly is at the latter 
End of March; and then for the Summer- 
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Seaſon lodge in Tents, which are their Sum- Their Sum- 


mer Lodgings 


mer Habitations. Theſe Tents are made are Tents, 


made of Seal 


of Rafts or long Poles, ſet in a circular or Rain- Deer 


Form, bending at the Top, and reſembling 
a Sugar-Loaf, and covered with a double 
Cover, of which the innermoſt is of Seal 
or Rain-Deer Skins with the Hairy- ſide in- 
ward, (if they be rich) and the outermoſt 
alſo of the ſame ſort of Skins, without 
Hair, dreſſed with Fat, that the Rain may 


not pierce them; In theſe Tents they have 
13 their 
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their Beds, and Lamps to. dreſs their Meat 


1 on the oy with; alſo. a Curtain made of the Guts or 
| angs a Cur- 
ft tain. Bowels of. Seals ſewed together, through 


which they receive the Day-light inſtead of 
Windows. Every Maſter of a Family has 
got ſuch a Tent, and a great Woman's Boat, 
to tranſport their Tents and Luggage from 
Place to Place, where their Buſineſs calls 


— — — _ 


— - — TA — = 
— — * Sw K _ — 2 = m - - — I — —— — — 
N — : — — pa — 4 Wh Yu — — — 
1 — — = — — . - » = E 
2 © = 2 1 2 2 A - —k — = — — — — 2 — 
> 2 —c2Y = =- — * Y — - EE — —— — "Io — —— — <—_—_— — — 
na — > — - * — — y — 2 TY D 


| them, 

. 

| 

| CHAP. IX. 

. 

1 | . 
fl The Greenlanders Perſons, Complexion 
1 and Temperament. 


Perfons of the | H E Greenlanders, as well Man as 
* Woman-kind, are well ſhaped. and 
proportioned, rather ſhort than tall, and 

ſtrong built, inclined to be fat and corpu- 

lent ; their Faces broad, thick Lips and 
flat-noſed ; their Hair and Eyes black, their 
Complexion a very dark tawny ; though I 

have ſeen ſome pretty fair, Their Bodies 

are 


of Greenland. 

are of a vigorous Conſtitution, There are 
ſeldom found any ſick or lame, and but few 
Diſtempers are known among them, beſides 
Weakneſs of the Eye-Sight, which is cauſed 
by the ſharp and piercing Spring-Winds, as 
well as the Snow and Ice, that hurt the 
Sight. 


I have met with ſome that ſeemed in- 
fected with a kind of Leproſy; yet, (what 
is ſurprizing to me) though they converſe 
with others, and lay with them in one Bed, 
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it is not catching. They that dwell in the Northern 


Greenlanders 


moſt Northern Parts are often miſerably piagued with 
plagued with Dyſenteries, or bloody Fluxes, e 


Breaſt Diſeaſes, Boils, and Epilepſy or Fall- es, &. 


ing Sickneſs, Sc. There were no epidemical No contagious 
Diſtempers. 


or contagious Diſeaſes known amongſt them, 
as Plague, Small-pox, and ſuch like, till 
the Year 1734, when one of the Natives, 
who with ſeveral others were brought over 
to Denmark, and together with his Com- 
panions had the Small-pox at Copenbagen, 
coming home again to his native Country, 
brought the Infection amongſt them; of 


14 which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Many died of which there were ſwept away in and about 

* "the Colony above 2000 Perſons, For as 
the Natives as well as the Animals of this 
Climate are of a hot Nature, they cannot. 
bear the outward Heat, much leſs the in- 
ward, cauſed by this burning Diſtemper, 
which. inflames the Maſs of Blood to that 
degree, that it cannot by any Means be 
quenched. They are very full of Blood, 


which is obſeryed by their frequent A 
at the Noſe. 


Few of them exceed the Age of 50 or 
They have no 60 Years ; many die in the Prime of their 
Remedies for 

inward Di- Years, and moſt part in their tender In- 
— fancy; which is not to be wondered at, con- 
ſidering they are quite deſtitute of all Sorts 
of Medicines, and ignorant of all that may 
ſtrengthen and comfort ſick Bodies. To 
ſupply which Defects, they know of no- 
thing better, than to ſend for their Divines, 
which they name Angelus, who mutter 
certain Spells over the Sick, by which they 

hope to recover. 


For 


of Greenland. 


For outward Hurts, as Wounds, Cuts of 
Knives, and the like, they ſew or ſtitch 
them together. If any grow blind, as it Strange Cure 


often happens to them, the Eye being cover- 
ed over with a white Skin; they make 
a ſmall Hook with a Needle, which they 
faſten into this Skin, to looſen it from 
the Eye, and then with a Knife they pull 
it of, When Children are plagued with 
Worms, the Mother puts her Tongue (Salva 
vericd) into the Anus of the Children, for 
to kill them. Burnt Moſs with Train- 
Oil mixt together ſerves for Plaiſters to freſh 
Wounds; or they cover the Wounds with, 
a Piece of the innermoſt Rind of a Tree, 
and it will heal of itſelf, 
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The Greenlanders are commonly of a Are of an in- 


phlegmatick Temper, which is the Cauſe laid Tes. 


of a cold Nature and Stupidity: they ſel- ?“ 


dom fly into a Paſſion, or are much affect- 
ed or taken with any thing, but of an in- 
ſenſible, indolent Mind. Yet I am of Opi- 
nion, that what contributes moſt to this 
Coldneſs and Stupidity is Want of Education 

1 and 
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and proper Means to cultivate their Minds. 
In which Opinion I am confirmed by the 
Experience of ſome who had for ſome Time 
converſed with us, efpecially the young ones, 
who eaſily have taken all what they have ſeen 
Would grow OF heard among us, whether it was good 
1 or bad. J have found ſome of them witty 


_ mY enough, and 'or good Capacity. 


CHAP, X. 


The Cuſtoms, Virtues and Vices, and 
the: Manners or Way of Life of 


the Greenlanders. 


Greealanders | Hough the Greenlanders are as yet 


have no Ma- 


giſtrates or ſubject to no Government, nor know 


ws, yet live 


very honeſtly, of any Magiſtrates, or Laws, or any ſort 
of Diſcipline; yet they are ſo far from be- 

ing lawleſs, or diſorderly, that they are a 

Law to themſelves; their even Temper, 

and Good Nature making them obſerve a 

RY and orderly Behaviour towards one 

another, 


another. One cannot enough admire how Hare great 
peaceably 3 lovingly and united they live to- Regard for one 


another, 


gether : Hatred and Envy, Strifes and Jars 
are never heard of among them. And al- 
though it may happen, that one bears a 
Grudge to another, yet it never breaks out 
into any Scolding, or Fighting ; neither have 
they any Words to expreſs ſuch Paſſions, or 
any injurious and provoking Terms of Quar- 
relling. It has happened once or twice, that 
a very wicked and malicious Fellow, out of 
a ſecret Grudge, has killed another ; which 
none of the Neighbours have taken Notice 
of, but all let it paſs with a ſurprizing In- 
dolence; fave the next Kindred to the Dead, 
if he finds himſelf ſtrong enough, revenges 


: 8 Of Murders 
his Relation's Death upon the Murderer. 55 10 


They know. of no other Puniſhment, Bug === by the 


murdered Per- 


thoſe old Women called Witches, and ſuch ſon's nexret 
tion. 


as pretend to kill or hurt by their conjur- 
: ing 3 


i Wben they ſee our drunken Sailors quarrelling and 
fighting together, they ſay we are inhuman; that thoſe 
Fighters do not look upon one another to be of the 
ſame kind, Likewiſe, if an Officer beats any of the 


Men, they ſay, ſuch Officer treats his fellow Creatures 
like Dogs. N 
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Witches are ing; to ſuch they ſhew great Rigour, mak- 


_ wien ing nothing of killing and deſtroying them 
without Mercy. And they pretend that 


it is very well done; thoſe People not de- 


ſerving to live, who by ſecret Arts can hurt 
and make away with others. 


They never They have as great an Abhorrency of 


ſeal from one 


another, Stealing or Thieving among themſelves, as 


though they 
will ſome- 


any Nation upon Earth ; wherefore they 


times from Keep nothing ſhut up under Lock and Key, 


Strangers. 


but leave every thing unlock'd, that every 
body can come at it, without fear of _— 
We | 


This Vice is ſo much deteſted by them, 
that if a Maiden ſhould ſteal any thing, 
ſhe would thereby forfeit a good Match. 
Yet if they can lay Hands upon any thing 
belonging to us Foreigners, they make no 
great Scruple of Conſcience about it. But, 
as we now have lived ſome Time in the 
Country amongſt them, and are look'd 
upon as true Inhabitants of the Land, they 


at 


e Greenland. 9 5 


at laſt have forbore to moleſt us any more 
that Way. 


As to the Tranſgreſſions of the ſeventh They live ve- 
Commandment, we never have found them in pc; 
guilty in that Point, either in Words or . 
Deeds, except what paſſes amongſt the 
married People in their publick Diverſions, 


as we ſhall ſee hereafter. 


As for what we call Civility and Compli- 
ments, they do not much trouble them- 
ſelves about them, They go and come, 
meet and paſs one another, without mak- 
ing Uſe of any Greeting or Salutation. Yet They give 


: Honour 
they are far from being unmannerly or un- ſhew mutual 


civil in their Converſation ; for they make 8 
a Difference among Perſons, and give more 
Honour to one than to another, according 

to their Merit and Deſerts. They never 

enter any Houſe, where they are Strangers, 

unleſs they are invited; and when they 

come in, the Maſter of the Houſe, to whom 

they pay the Viſit, ſnews them the Nace 

where they are to take their Seat. 


As 
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As ſoon as a Viſitor enters the Houſe; 


he is deſired forthwith to ſtrip ſtark naked, 


and to fit down in this Guiſe like all the 
reſt; for this is the grand Faſhion with 


| them, to dry the Clothes of their Gueſt. 


When Victuals are put before him, he takes 
Care not to fall a cating immediately, for 
fear of being look'd upon as ftarved, or of 
paſſing for a Glutton. He muſt ſtay till 
all the Family is gone toBed, before he can 
lie down; for to them it ſeems unbecom- 
ing, that the Gueſt goes to Reſt before the 
Landlord, Whenever a Stranger comes into 
a Houſe, he never aſks for Victuals, though 
never ſo hungry; nor is there any need he 
ſhould ; for they generally exerciſe great 


Hoſpitali itali | > Wi Nor 
= 2 7 Hoſpitality, and are very free with what 


they have; and what is highly to be ad- 
mired and praiſe-worthy, they have moſt 
Things in common. And, if there be any 
among them (as it will happen) who can- 
not work, nor get his Livelihood, they do 
not let him ſtarve, but admit him freely 
to their Table, in which they confound us 


Chriſtians, who ſuffer ſo many poor and 
diſtreſſed 


: of Greenland. 
diſtreſſed 3 to n 8 Want of 
Victuals. 


Finally the Greenlanders, as to their 
Manners and common Way of Life, are very 


Th 
lovenly, naſty and filthy; they ſeldom waſh coding id 


themſelves , will eat out of Plates and and dovenly. 


Bowls after their Dogs, without cleanſing 
them; and (what is moſt nauſeous to be- 
hold) eat Lice and ſuch like Vermin, which 
they find upon themſelves or others. Thus 
they make good the old Proverb, What 
drips from the Noſe, falls into the Mouth; 
that nothing may be loſt, They will ſcrape 
the Sweat from off their Faces with a Knife, 
and lick it up, They do not bluſh to ſit 

| down 


m The Way the Men waſh themſelves, is to lick 
their Fingers (as the Cat does his Paws) and rub their 
Eyes with them to get the Salt off, which the Ses 
throws into their Face, The Women waſh them- 
ſelves in their Urine, that their Hair may grow, and 
to give it (according to their Fancy) a fine Smell. When 
a Maiden has thus waſhed herſelf, their common Say- 
ing is, Niviarfiarſuanerks, that is, ſhe ſmells like a 
Virgin-Maid. Thus waſhed they go into the cold Air, and 
let it freeze, which ſhews the Strength of their Heads, 
and it well becomes Foreigners to do ſo. 
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down and caſe themſelves in the Preſence 
of others, Every Family has a Urine Tub 
placed before the Entry, in which they make 
Water, and leave it ſo ſtanding, till it ſmells 
moſt inſufferably ; for they put in it the 
Skins, which are to be dreſſed, for to ſoak 
or ſteep in it, which affords not the agree- 
ableſt Scent; to the encreaſing of which the 
rotten Pieces of Fleſh Meat and Fat, thrown 
under their Benches, contribute a great deal; 


Their Houſes | : | A 
filled with a ſo that delicate Noſes do not find their Ac- 


— nally Stench. unt among them. Vet through long 


Cuſtom the moſt nauſeous Things become 
more ſupportable. 


Vet notwithſtanding their naſty and moſt 
—_ natareg beaſtly Way of living, they are very good 
and amiable. natur d and friendly in Converſation. They 
can be merry and bear a Joke, provided it 
be within due Bounds. Never any of them 
has offered in the leaſt Manner to hurt or do 
Harm to any of our People, unleſs provok'd 
to it, They fear and reſpect us as a Nation 


far ſuperior to theirs in Valour and Strength. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XC 


Of their Hibits, and Wa ay of 
Dreſſing. 


1 29 


HEIR Clothes are, for the moſt Men's Habits 


part, made of Rain-Deer and Seal 
skin, as alſo of Birds Skin nicely dreſſed 
and prepared. The Men's Habits are a 
Coat or Jacket, with a Cap or Hood ſewed 
to it, to cover the Head and Shoulders, 
in the Faſhion of a Domino, or Monk's 
Hood. This Coat reaches down to the 
Knees. Their Breeches are very ſmall, not 
coming above their Loins, that they may 
not hinder them in getting into their ſmall 
Boats. And as they wear no Linen, the 
Fairs of the Skins the Coat is made of, is 
turned inward, to keep them warm. Over 
this Coat they put on a large Frock, made 


of Seal Skin dreſſed and tanned, without 


Hair, in order to keep the Water out; and 


thus they are dreſſed when they go to 


Sea. . 


K Be- 


deſcribed. 
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Between the Leathern Frock and the 
under Coat, they wear a Linen Shirt, or 
for want of Linen, made of Seal Guts; 
which alſo helps to keep out the Water 
from the under Coat. Of late they appear 
ſometimes in more gaudy Dreſſes, as Shirts 


made of ſtriped Linen, and Coats and 


Breeches of red and blue Stuffs, or Cloth, 
(which they buy of ours, or the Dutch 
Merchants) but faſhioned after their own 
Way; in theſe they make Parade and Feaſt, 
when they keep Holidays on Shore. The 
Stockings they wore formerly were made of 
Rain-Deer, or Seal Skin, but now they like 
better our ſort of worſted Stockings, of dif- 


ferent Colours, White, Blue and Red, which 


they buy of us. Their Shoes and Boots are 
made of Seal Skins, Red or Yellow, well 
dreſſed and tanned; they are nicely wrought, 
with Folds behind and before, without Heels, 
and fit well upon the Foot v. . 


The 


" In the Summer they wear ſhort Frocks, as alſo in 
Winter, when they work on the Ice in the Bays; but 
then they put a white Covering over it, that they may 
not frighten the Seals. 
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The only Difference between the Dreſs Women's Ha- 


of the Men and the Women is, that the 


Women's Coats are higher on the Shoul- 
ders, and wider than the Men's, with high- 
er and larger Hoods, The married Wo- 
men, that have got Children, wear much 
larger Coats than the reſt, moſt like Gowns, 
becauſe they muſt carry their Children in 
them upon their Backs, having got no o- 
ther Cradle or Swadling-Clothes for them. 
They wear Drawers, which reach to the mid- 
dle of the Thigh, and over them Breeches. 
The Drawers they always keep on, and ſleep 
in them, Their Breeches come down to the 
Knee. Theſe they do not wear in the 
Summer, nor in the Winter, but when they 
go abroad; and as ſoon as they come home 
they pull them off again, Next to their 
Body they wear a Waiſtcoat made of young 
Fawns Skins, with the hairy Side inward, 
The Coat, or upper Garment, is alſo made 
of fine coloured Swans Skins (or in Defect 
of that, of Seal Skins) trimmed and edged 


bits. 


with White, and nicely wrought in the 


Seams, and about the Brim, which looks 


K 2 „„ "vey. 
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very well. Their Shoes and Boots, with 
little Difference, are like thoſe of the Men. 
Their Hair, which is very long and thick, 
is braided and tied up in a Knot, which 
becomes them well. They commonly go 


bare-headed, as well without as within 


Doors; nor are they covered with Hoods, 


but in caſe it rains or ſnows. Their chief 


Ornaments and Finery is to wear Glaſs 
Beads of diverſe Colours, or Corals about 
the Neck and Arms, and Pendants in their 
Ears. They alſo wear Bracelets, made of 
black Skin, ſet with Pearls, with which they 
alſo trim their Clothes and Shoes. 
The Greenland Sex have, beſides this, an- 

other ſort of Embelliſhment, viz. they 
make long black Strokes between the Eyes 
on the Forchead, upon the Chin, Arms, 
and Hands, and even upon the Thighs and 
Legs; theſe they make with a Needle and 
Thread made black. And though this to 
others ſeems a wrong way of embelliſhing, 
yet they think it very handſome and orna- 
mental. And they ſay, that thoſe who do 
not thus deform their | Faces, their Heads 

ſhall 


"of Greenland. 133 | 
ſhall be turned into Train Tubs, which are | 
placed under the Lamps in Heaven, or the 


Land of Souls. 
They keep their Clothes pretty clean, They keep 


” themivlves 


though in other Things, eſpecially in their clean in 
Victuals, they are not ſo nice, chiefly the Wo- Hie — 
men, who have got Children, are very dirty in Eating. 
and ſlovenly, well knowing, that they can- 

not be repudiated, or ſent a packing. But 

thoſe Wretches that are barren, or whoſe 

Children are dead, and do not know the Mo- 

ment they may be ſent away, are obliged to 

take more Care of their Cleanneſs and Pro- 


perty, that they may pleate their Huſbands. 


HAT. XII 


of air Diet, and manner of ang 
their Viftuals. 


HE Greenlanders Proviſion and Vic- Their Provi- 
fion 1s Fleſh 


tuals are Fleſh and Fiſh Meat, (for Meat and 


the Country affords no other kind of Pro- F. 
K 3 viſion) 
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viſion) as Rain-Deer, Whales, Seals, Hares, 
and Rypes, or white Partridges, and all forts 
of Sea Fowls. They eat their. Fleſh Meat 
ſometimes raw, ſometimes boiled, or dried 
in the Sun or Wind ; but their Fiſh Meat 
is always thoroughly done, or eat them 
dried in the Sun or Air, as Salmon, 
Roe-Fiſh, Holybut, or the ſmall Stints, 
which, in the Months of May and June, 
they catch in great Abundance, and keep 
them cured and dried for Winter Proviſions, 
r And whereas, in the Winter Seaſon, it is 
which they very rare to get Seals, except in the moſt 


kill in Au- 


tumn, buried northern Parts, where they take them upon 
under the 


Snow, for the Ice; ſo they make all the Proviſion of 
1 them, they can get, in the Fall, and bury 
them under the Snow, until the Winter 
comes on, when they dig them up, and eat 
them raw and frozen as they are. Their 
Drink is nothing but Water, and not, as 
ſome Writers have wrongly pretended, Train 
Oil; for they do not ſo much as eat the 


Fat, but only in Sauces to their dried 
Fiſh, 


Further- 
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Furthermore, they put great Lumps of — 
Ice and Snow into the Water they drink, to Ice. 
make it the cooler for to quench their 
Thirſt. They are, taking them in general, 
very hoggiſh and dirty in their eating and 
drefling of their Victuals; they never waſh, 
cleanſe, or ſcour the Kettles, Pots, or Diſhes, 
in which they dreſs, and out of which they 
eat their Victuals; which, when dreſſed, 
they often lay down upon the dirty Ground, 
which they walk upon, inſtead of Tables. 

They will, with fo great an Appetite and Very hoggiſh 
Greedineſs, feed upon the rotten and ſtink- 3 ws 
ing Seal Fleſh, that it turns the Stomach 

of any hungry Man, who looks upon them. 

They have no ſet Time for their Meals, 

but every one cats when he is hungry, ex- 

cept when they go to Sea, and then their 

chief Repaſt is a Supper, after they are 

come home in the Evening ; and he, whoſe | 
Supper is firſt ready, calls his Neighbours They invite | 
to come and partake of it, as he does a- * 
gain with them reciprocally; and ſo it goes 

round from one to another. 
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The Women 
eat by them- 
ſelves. 


Are able to 
endure Hun- 


ger for a 
while, 


G reenlaud De- 


ſerts, or laſt 
Courſes of 
the Table. 
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The Women do not eat in Company 
with the Men, but ſeparately by themſelves; 
and in the Abſence of their Huſbands, when 
gone a fiſhing, they, being left to themſelves, 
invite one another, and make grand Chear. 
And as they eat heartily, when they can 


come at it; ſo they can as well endure 


Hunger, when Scarcity of Proviſion re- 
quires it. It has been obſerved, that in great 
Scarcity they can live upon Pieces of old 
Skins, upon Reets, or Sea Weeds, and other 
ſuch Traſh. But the Reaſon why they can 
endure Hunger better than we Foreigners, I 
take to be their Bodies being ſo ſquat and 
corpulent, their Fat yielding them Matter 
of Nouriſhment within themſelves, for a 
while, till it be conſumed. 


Beſides the fore- mentioned Proviſions, 
they alſo eat a fort of reddiſh Sea-Weed, 
and a kind of Root, which they call Tugh- 
ronet, both dreſſed with Fat, or Train Oil; 
the Dung of the Rain-Deer, taken out of 
the Guts, when they cleanſe them ; the En- 

trails of Partridges, and the like Out-Caſt, 

paſs 
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paſs for Dainties with them. They make like- 

wiſe Pancakes of what they ſcrape off the 

Inſide of Seal Skins, when they dreſs them. 

In the Summer they boil their Meat with 

Wood, which they gather in the Field, 

and in Winter Time over their Lamps 

in little Kettles, of an oval Figure, made of 

Braſs, Copper, or OY wHkl 5 make 
themſelves. 


For to rekindle the Fire, when extin- Their manner 
guiſhed, they make uſe of this Expedient, Tate 
which ſhews their Ingenuity : They take 
a ſhort Block of dry Firr Tree, upon which 
they rub another Piece of hard Wood, till 
by the continued Motion the Firr catches 
Fire. When we firſt came among them, 
they did not like to taſte any of our Victuals, 
but now they are glad to get ſome of it, e- 
ſpecially Bread and Butter, which they like Ton: 

ViRtuals, but 
mightily, but they do not much care for our diſlike our 
Liquors ; yet, notwithſtanding, ſome of Pen. 
them, who have lived ſome Time among 
us, have learnt to drink Wine and Brandy, 
and never refuſe it, when it is offered them. 


But 
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But as for Tobacco, they do not at all like 
it, nor can they bear the Smell or Smoak 
of it. | 


CHAP. XIII. 


07 their Marriages, and Abenden 
of their Children. 


Polygamy E moſt deteſtable Crime of Poly- 
reigns not - . 
among them. 1 gamy, which reigns ſo much among 
the Heathens, the Greenlanders are not ſo 
much addicted to; for commonly they are 
contented with one Wife. There are ſume, 
but very few, that keep two, three, or four 
Wives; but theſe paſs for Heroes, or more 
than ordinary Men, in that, by their In- 
duſtry, they are able to ſubſiſt ſo many 
Wives and Children. And what is remark- 
able, before our Arrival, there was never 
heard of ſuch a Thing as Jealouſy, among 
thoſe Wives, but they agreed very well to- 
gether, though the firſt Wife was reckoned 
| | the 
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the Miſtreſs. Since our Arrival, as we 
have informed them of the Word and Will | 
of God, importing, that in the Beginning Since our Ar- 


. rival the 
the All- wiſe Creator made one Man and Wives are 


one Woman, to live in Matrimony as Huſ. frei ful. 
band and Wife, there has been ſome Re- 8 
ſentment in the Wives, when their Huſbands 
have had a Mind to take any other beſides 

them; they have addreſſed themſelves to 

me, and deſired me to put a Stop to ſuch a 
Proceeding. Alſo when I have inſtructed 

them in their Catechiſm, and the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, they have always put me in mind, 

not to forget fully to inſtruct their Huſ- 

bands in the Duties of the Seventh Com- 


mandment. 


Some Time paſſed, before we could 
learn, how the Men behaved themſelves 
with Regard to other Men's Wives, or the N 
Women vice verſd, till at laſt we perceiv- 85 
ed them not to be over ſerupulous in his The yd 
Matter, of which we were more fully con- 8 
vinced, by hearing of a certain illegal Game, Games. 
uſed among them; which is ſuch. A 


Number 
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Number of married Men and Women meet 
together at an Aſſembly; where, after they 
have taken their fill of Feaſting and Revel- 
ling, they fall a. Singing and Dancing, ac- 
cording to their own Way; and in the 
mean whule one after another take a Trip 
with each other's Wife, behind a Curtain 
or Hangings made of Skins at one End of 
the Houſe, where their Beds are placed, and 
there divert themſelves. Thoſe are re- 
puted the beſt and nobleſt tempered, who, 
without any Pain or Reluctancy, will lend 
their Friends their Waves. 


Bat, as I obſerved above, none but mar- 

Married Wo- ried People frequent theſe fort of Games, 
men think . a 5 . 

hich, they imagine, is not unbecom- 


they are much V 


+27 an ing. Eſpecially the Women think them- 


_ carnal ſelves happy, if an Ange#kok, or Prophet, 
Oonveriation | 

13 will honour them with his Careſſes: There 
are even ſome Men ſo generous, that they 
will pay the Angelloꝶ for it; chiefly if they 
themſelves can get no Children; for they 
fancy that an Angeiko#'s Child will be more 
happy and better qualified for Buſineſs than 
othere. | 


Maidens 
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Maidens on the contrary, and unmarried Their young 
Women obſerve much better the Rules of — 
Modeſty and Continency; for I never faw — 
any of them entertain any looſe or ſlippery 
Converſation with young Men; or ſhew the 
leaſt Inclination to it either in Words or / 
Deeds. During fifteen full Years that I 
lived in Greenland, I did not hear of more 
than two or three young Women, who 
were gotten with Child unmarried; becauſe 
it is reckoned the greateſt of Infamies. Tis 
remarkable, that natural Decency is ob- Kindred do 
ſerved by them; for they refrain from mar- 2 T 
rying their next Relations, even in the third 
Degree, taking ſuch Matches to be unwar- 
rantable and quite unnatural, It is likewiſe 
reckoned uncouth and blameable, if a Lad 
and a Girl, that have ſerved and been edu- 
cated in one Family, ſhould defire to be 
married together ; for they look upon them 


as Brother and Sitter, 


The Ceremonies they uſe in their Mar- wedding Ce- 
riages and Weddings are as follow: When “one 
a young Man likes a Maiden, he commonly 
| 2 propoles 
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propoſes it to their Parents and Relations on 
both Sides; and after he has obtained their 
Conſent, he gets two or more old Women 
to fetch the Bride (and if he is a ſtout Fel- 
low, he will fetch her himſelf:) They go to 
the Place where the young Woman is, and 
carry her away by Force ; for though ſhe 
ever ſo much approves of the Match, yet 


out of Modeſty ſhe muſt make as if it went 


againſt the Grain, and as if ſhe was much 
ruffled at it ; elſe ſhe will be blamed and 
get an ill Name, as if ſhe had been a Love- 
fick Wench. After ſhe is brought to the 


| Houſe of the Bridegroom, ſhe keeps for 


ſome time at a Diſtance, and fits retired in 


ſome Corner, upon the Bench with her 


Hair diſhevelled, and covering her Face, 
being baſhful and aſhamed, In the mean 
while the Bridegroom uſes all the Rhetorick 
he is Maſter of, and ſpares no Careſſes to 


bring her to a Compliance with his ardent 


Wiſhes; and the good Girl being at length 
perſuaded and prevailed with, yields kindly 
to his raviſhing Embraces ; and then they 
lie down together, and ſo the Wedding 1s 

over. 


over. But ſometimes they take a ſhorter 
Way to go to Work, which is carnally to 
know. one another, without the Advice or 
Conſent of the Parents". Nevertheleſs their 
Matrimony is not of ſo indiſſolvable a 
Nature, but that the Huſbands often repu- 
diate and put away their Wives, if either Centanders 


repudiate 


they do not ſuit their Humours, or elſe if their Wives, 
; | if they do not 
they are barren and do not bring forth Chil- ſuit with their 


dren (which they hold to be very ignomi- 9 
nious) and marry others. But if they have 
got Children by them, they bear a great 
deal with them, and keep them for Life. 
It is not rare to ſee that a Man beats his 
Wife, and gives her black Eyes, for her 
Obſtinacy and Stubbornneſs ſake ; however 
they are ſoon reconciled and good Friends 
| again, 


When a Man ſends for his Son's Bride, to be con- The wealthy 
ducted to his Houſe, if he be in good Circumſtances, he Greenlanders 
makes a great Feaſt ; and throws out for Prizes ſeveral OY 
Preſents of Poles, Rafts, Knives and other Toys. The their on 
ſame is practiſed the Day following after the Bedding of Weddings, 
the new- married Couple. If they have Children before | 
the Year is paſt, or if they often breed, they are blamed, 
and compared to Dogs. A new married Woman is 
aſhamed for having changed her Maidenhead for a 
married State. 


2 


Women's 
Hardineſs 


in their 


Child-Bed. 
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again, without bearing any Grudge. For, 


according to them, it ſignifies nothing, that 
a Man beats his Wife; but they do not like 


that a Maſter ſhould drub a Servant Maid. 
Likewiſe they think it heinous that a Mo- 


ther chaſtizes her Children; and if ſhe falls 
foul of her Maid, it is with them unpar- 
donable; and ſuch a Woman gets an ill 


Name. 


If one of the Party dies, the Relic, 


whether Huſband or Wife, is at AP to 


marry again. 


The Women are of a very hardy and 
ſtrong Nature, which they chiefly ſhew in 
their Child-bearing; for as ſoon as it is over, 
they will go to work and do their ordinary 


Buſineſs without any ado. But ſometimes 


they pay very dear for this Bravery, it coſt- 
ing them their Lives. The Day after their 
Delivery they go abroad to work, being 
girt with a Waiſt-Belt two or three Inches 
broad, which they alſo wore before their 


Delivery. As ſoon as the Child is born, the 
| Mother 
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Mother dips her F inger into Water, and Ceremonies 
rubs the Child's Lips with it; or ſhe puts a the Birth. 


little Bit of Snow into its Mouth, ſaying, 
Imekautit, which ſignifies, thou haſt drunk 
a good deal; and when ſhe eats, the takes 
a Bit of Fiſh, and holds it to the Child's 
Mouth, and ſhakes her Hand, with this 
Word, Aiparpotit, that is to ſay, thou haſt 
eat and kept me Company. They cut the 
Navel-String, not with a Knife, but with 
a Muſcle-Shell, or they bite it off with 
their Teeth; and when the String is dry, 
they uſe it as an Amulet, 


They hold a Chamber Pot over the Head 
of the Woman in Labour, imagining that 
it helps to haſten her Delivery, The Child 
being a Year old, the Mother flabbers and 
licks it all over, from Head to Foot, that it 
may grow hale and ſtrong. They ſeldom 
bear Twins, but Monſters are often brought 


forth. In the Year 1737 a Woman, in the strange Men- 
ſters brogght 


Bay of Diſco, was delivered. of a hideous forth in 


Monſter; the Eyes were placed on the Side 


of the Noſe; it had a pointed Snout and no 
Fs: L Ears. 
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Ears. Inſtead of Hands and Feet, it had 
Paws, and very thick Thighs, Its Front 
was covered with Hair like thoſe of a Rain- 
Deer, and the Sides were covered with 
ſomething like a white Skin of a Fiſh. In 
the ſame Place another monſtrous Birth was 
ſeen in the Year 1739, without a Head, 
four-footed, with long Nails, like Claws; 
it had a Mouth upon the Breaſt, and Claws 
upon the Back. 


They have a very tender Love for their 


The Mothers Children, and the Mother always carries her 


carry the In- 


fants about Infant Child about with her, upon her Back, 


They do not 


wrapt up in her Coat wherever ſhe goes, or 
whatever Buſineſs ſhe has in Hand, for they 
have no other Cradles for them. They ſuck 
them till they are three or four Years old or 
more; becauſe in their tender Infancy they 
cannot digeſt the ſtrong Victuals that the 

reſt muſt live upon. 


The Education of their Children is what 


the Education they ſeem little concerned about ; for they 


of their Chil- 


never make Ule of whipping or hard Words 


to 
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to correct them, when they do any thing 

amiſs, but leave them to their own Diſcre- 

tion. Notwithſtanding which, when they 

are grown, they never ſeem inclined to Vice 

or Roguery, which is to be admired. Tis 

true, they ſhew no great Reſpect to their 

Parents in any outward Forms, but always 

are very willing to do what they order 

them; though ſometimes they will bid 

their Parents do it themſelves. They are 

under the Care of their Parents, Boys as well Children re- 


ain with 
' as Girls, till- they are married; afterwards their Parents 


till they are 


they ſhift for themſelves, yet ſo, that they married. 
continue to dwell in the fame Houſe, or 
under the fame Roof with their Fathers, 
together with other Kindred and Relations; 
and what they get, they all enjoy in com- 
mon. | _ 


L 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


| How the e ai OUT and 


They throw 


all that be- 


longs to the 


Deceaſed out 
of the Houle. 


uy their dead Friends. 3275 


HEN any perſon — they take 

what belongs to him, as Houſe- 
EN Utenſils and Cloathing, and 
throw it all out into the Field; that by 
touching of them they may not become 
unclean; or any Misfortune befall them on 
that Account. And all that live in the 
ſame Houſe, are obliged to carry out any 
thing of their Goods that is new, and has 
not been uſed: But in the Evening they 
bring all back again; for then they ſay the 
Stench of the dead Body is quite diſſipat- 
ed. Then they begin to lament and mourn 
for their de ad Friend, with Tears and ghaſtly 
Howlings, which they continue for an 
Hour, and then the neareſt Relations take 
the Body and carry it to the Grave, made 
up of Stones thrown together in a Heap; 
under which they bury him dreſſed in his 
beſt 


! YM | 
| beſt Clothes, and well wrapt up in Skins He is buried 
bent in his beſt 


of Rain-Deer, or Seals, with his Legs bent Cie, bin 


under his Back. . Near the Burying-Place Grave made 


up of Stones. 


they lay his Utenfils, viz. his Boat, Bows, Near which 
Arrows and the like; and if it be a Wo-o 2 
man, her Needles, Thimbles and the like; 

not that they believe they ſtand in Need of 

thoſe Things, when they are come to the 

Land of Souls, or in the other World, 
whither they are retired, but for the Aver- 

ſion they have for thoſe Things; leſt by 
refreſhing the Memory of the deceaſed, they 

might renew their Grief and Sorrow for his 

Loſs; for if they ſhould hewail him and 

weep too much, they think he will endure 

the more cold where he is. 


"They think themſelves unclean, if they 
touch any thing belonging to the Deceaſed; 

as likewiſe he that has carried him to the 
Grave, and buried him, is reckoned be 


clean for ſome Time, and dares not ds cer- are ,c,,,.,q 
unclean for a 


tain Things: Nay, not only the Kindred g an 
and Relations of the Deceaſed, but likewiſe malt «bitain 


| f : 0 from certain 
every one that has lived in the fame Houſe Things, 
4 L 3 with 


'of Greenland. - _ 
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with him, are obliged to abſtain from cer- 
tain Victuals, and Work, for a while, ac- 


_ cording to the Direction of Angelkłuts or 


Divines. 


The Women never waſh themſelves dur- 
ing their Mourning-Time, nor appeat well 
dreſſed, or with braided and tied up Hair, 
but diſhevelled, and hanging about the Face. 

They muſt put on their Hood as often as 
they go out of Doors, which is not cu- 
ſtomary at other times; but they believe they 
otherwiſe ſhould ſoon die. 


They bewail their Dead long enough: 
For, as oft as any of their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance come from other Places to ſee 
them, the firſt thing they do is to ſit down 
in great Sadneſs, and weep and bemoan the 


' Loſs of their deceaſed Friend; after which 


they are comforted with good Cheer, But 
if the Deceaſed has left no Friend or Re- 


lation behind him, he may lie long enough 


where he died, whether at home or abroad, 
before any body comes and buries him. If 
a Per- 
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of Greenland. 


a Perſon dies in the Houſe, his Body muſt. 


not be carried through the ordinary Entry 
of it, but conveyed out at the Window ; 
and if he dies in a Tent, he is TY 


out at the back Part of it. At the Fune- Their Funeral 


ral, a Woman lights a Stick in the Fire, 


brandiſhing the ſame and ſaying, Pikler- 


rukpok, that is, here is no more to be pot. 


When little Children die and are buried, 
they put the Head of a Dog near the Grave, 
fancying, that Children having no Under- 
ſtanding, they cannot by themſelves find 
the Way, but the Dog muſt guide them to 
the Land of the Souls. 


CHAT. MC 


Their Paſtimes and Diverſions, as 
alſo thei r Poetry. 


HE Gates have ſeveral Kinds 

of Sports and Recreations, with which 

they paſs their Time, when they have no- 
L 4 thing 
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The Watural Hiſtory 
thing elſe to do, or when they viſit one 
another: Of which theſe are the moſt re- 


Their Aſſem- markable. When they meet together for 


blies of Revel- 


ling and Di-Diverſion's Sake; the firſt Step made is al- 


verſions. 


ways Banqueting and Revelling, where they 
ſtuff their Guts with all the dainty Bits and 
the beſt Cheer the Country affords; as Rain- 
deer and Seal Fleſh dried or boiled; and 
the Tail of a Whale, which they reckon 
among the greateſt Delicacies. Of theſe 


Things they eat very greedily; for it is a 


In which 


they beat the 


Drum. 


great Honour done to the Landlord, who 
tieats, that his Gueſts, when come home, 
complain that their Belly was too ſmall, 
and that it was ready to burſt. 


After the Repaſt, they get up to divert 
themſelves in this Manner: One of the 
Company takes a Drum, which is made of 
a broad wooden Hoop, or of the Rib of a 


| Whale, covered with a thin Skin with a 


Handle to it; which Drum he beats with 
a Stick, ſinging at the ſame time Songs, 
either concerning the common Affairs in 
general, or his own private ones, in parti- 

cular. 
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cular. In which at the End of each Verſe, 
the whole Chorus of Men and Women Join 
with hin. 


He that can make the moſt odd and co- 
mical Geſtures, and play the moſt ridicu- 
lous Tricks with his Face, Head and Limbs, 
turning them awry, paſſes for the moſt in- 
genious Fellow; as be by his aukward and 
out of the way Poſtures can make others 
hab 


They ſhew their Wit chiefly i in Satyri- They com- 9 
poſe Saty rical | N 


cal Songs, which they ccmpoſe againſt one Pines u = 
another; and he that overcomes his Fellow oe another, | 


which they 
in this Way of Debate, is admired and ap- ſing in their 


mblies. 
plauded by the reſt of the Aſſembly. Ik 


any body conceives a Jealouſy, or bears a 1 
Grudge to another upon any Account, he 0 
ſends to him, and challenges him to a Duel 1 


in ſuch or ſuch Aſſembly; where he will 
fight it out with him in taunting Ditties. 
Whereupon the Defied, in Defence of his 
Honour, prepares his Weapons, and does 
not fail to appear at the Time and Place 

| | appointed ; 1 
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154 The Nathral Hiftory 
appointed; if his Courage do not for- 
ſake him. When the Aſſembly is met, and 
the Combatants arrived, every body being 
ſilent and attentive to hear, what End the 

The Champi- Combat will take; the Challenger firſt en- 

berger begine, ters the Liſts, and begins to fing, accom- 


lenger begins, 


and when he panying it with the Beat of his Drum. The 


has done the 


. Challenged riſes alſo, and in Silence liſtens, 
Cudgel and until his Champion or Adverſary has done 
* ſinging. Then he likewiſe enters the Liſts, 
armed with the ſame Weapons, and lays 
about his Party, the beſt he can. And 
thus they; alternately ſing as long as 
their Stock of Ditties laſts. - He that firſt 
gives over, is reckoned overcome and con- 
quered. In this ſort of Taunting-Ditties 
they reproach and upbraid one another with 
their Failings. And this is their common 


Way of taking Vengeance. 


There is not to be expected great In- 
genuity, or Sallies and Points of Wit in 
their Poeſies, yet there is ſome Cadence and 
Number in their Verſes, and ſome kind of 


Rhime in them. For an Inſtance of which 
1 


of Greenland. _— 
I join hereto a Greenland Song, or Ode, com- Mogel of a 
poſed by one of the Natives, who formerly 858 Ry 1 
lived in our Colony, by Name Friderick 
Chriſtian, upon the Birth-Day of his then vn 
Royal Highneſs, Prince Chriſtian, on the 
zo of November, 1729; and is as fol- AK 


 MNA aja aja, aja aja, &c.] Entry. fi 
One Morning as I went out, and ſaw, A 
Annigamma irſigeik, amna aja aja, &c, | 
Wat Flags and Colours were flying; 
Arvallirſullitlarmeta : Amna aja, Se. 
And that they made ready, 
Opellungarſullarmeta, amna aja, Sc. 
To fire the Guns; 
Erkaiſeigamig og, amna aja h, Fe. 
Wen I demanded, 
Tava orkarbigeik, amna aja aja, Cc. | | 
Why do you fire ? | | Ws 
Saag erkaiſoviſe? Amna aja, Sc. 
And they anſwered me, becauſe the King's Son's 
Tava akkyanga, aſſuog Nellermago, | 
Birth-Day was celebrated, = 
Okuine annivine nellermago, amna aja, &c. 1 | 


Who 
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Who is to be King after his Father, 
Angune tokkopet kongingoromagame, 
amna aja, Tc. | 
And ſucceed in the Kingdom. ' 
Kingoreis ſemmane ; Amna aja, Cc. 
Thereupon I ſaid to my Friend, 
Tava ikkinguntiga ; Amna aja aja, &c. 
Let us mate a Song N 
Pitſimik ſennegiluk; Amna aja, Ge. 
To the King's Sam; 
Kongib imna niarnganut, amna aja, Be. 
For he ſhall be made King. 


Kongingoromamet : Amna aja, aja, Cc. 


Dis my little Song ſhall praiſe bim: 
Piſingvoara una: Amna aja, aja, &c. 

'Tis ſaid, He is a brave Prince, 

Oſtantigirfaræt fillakartok unnertlugo : 
Amna aja, Cc. © bp 

Let us therefore rejoice ; 

Tipeitſutigeik : Amna aja aja, aja aja. 

For he ſhall be our King, 
Kongingoromamet : Amna aja aja, aja, &c, 
Alſer bis Father's Death. 
Angune- oy tokkoppet : Amna aja aja, Sc. 


We 


of Greenland. 

We rejoice alſa, becauſe | 
Tipeitſokigogut : Amna aja aja, aja, Ec. 
Hie loves us, as his Father does ; 
Attatatut aſſeigalloäpatit: Amna aja, &c. 
Who ſent over Clergymen to us, 


Pelleſille tamaunga innekaukit : Amna 


aja, Ce. | 
Jo teach us the M. ned of God: 
Gudimik ajokarſokullugit : Amna aja, &c. 
Left we ſhould go to the Devil. 
Torngarſungmut makko inneille pekonna- 
git: Amna aja, Ge. 
Be thou like him, fo ſhall we love thee, 
Iblile tameitit neglitſomapaukit, 
Ad cheriſh thee, | 
Aſſeigomarpaukit: Amna aja aja, c. 
And be thy Servants. | 
Kivgakomarpautigut : Amna aja, aja, Sc. 
Our Anceſtors have alſo been thy Servants, 
Siurlit karalit kivgarimiaukit, 
Even they. 
Juko : Amna aja aja, aja aja, &c. 
That thou haſt thought on us, 
Iſumatigautigut : Amna aja aja, &c, 
3 


157 


——— —— —ꝗE—4—ã 


158 The Matura Hiftory 
| | | This we know very well, O gr avis Son $ 4 
if the King. 
; | Nellungikalloarpagut, Kongib Niarngs « a- 
jungitſotit, 
We hope thou wilt continue fo to do 
natoy iſumariotit: Amna aja aja, &c. 
The King thy Father has before poſſeſs d us, 
Kongib Angutit pekaramiſigut, 
When thou ſhalt be our King, thou it prove 
good enough : 
Iblile Kongingoruit namakſimotit: Amna 
aja, Cc. : 
Whatever we poſſeſs, 
Tomaſa pirſaugut: Amna aja aja, &c, 
Shall be thine altogether. ws 
Piarmapotit makko : - Amna aja, Tc. 
When Greenland ſhall have receiv d In- 
Atruction, 
Karalit illerpeta : Amna aja, &c. 
Then ſhall they love God, and honour the King. 
Gud negligomaparput, Kongible m: 
. Amna aja aja, c. 
lil Let us be merry, 
ii Tecpeitſukigiſa: Amna aja aja, aja, &c. 


And 


of | Greenland. 
And of the King's Son, 
Kongiblo Niarnga : Amna aja aja, Gc. 
Drink the Health. | 
Skaalia immerlugo : Amna aja aja, c. 
And ſay, Long live Chriſtian ! _ 
Tave okarpogut, Chriſtian innuvit: Amna 
aja, Oc. 
And thy Conſort. 
Nulliello: Amna aja aja, aja aja, Sc. 
May thy Years be many l 


Okiutikit armarleſorſuangorlutik : Amna 


aja, Ge. 
(This I wiſh) Friderick Chriſtian, and my 
Friend 
Frideriꝶ Chriſtian ikingutigalo : Amna, &c. 
Peter, who were the firſt * of 
Greenland. 

Peder, karalinit kockkartoguk : Amna, Ge. 
Would to God our Countrymen were alſo. 
Kannoktok ! Ekkarlivut tamakilit makko : 

Amna aja, &c. 
Amna, aja aja, aja aja, aja, aja, hei 


They have, beſides this, another ſort of 
Diverſion, ncopmpanied with Singing, which 
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Another Di- conſiſts in Swopping or Bartering. He that 
— + gay performs the Office of Drummer and Sing- 
Swopping- er, expoſes one Thing or other to Sale, at 


or Buying | 
and Selling. any Rate he thinks fit; if any of the Com- 
pany has a liking to it, he ſhews his Con- 
ſent by giving the Seller a Slap on his 
Breech, and the Bargain is done, and cannot 
be retrieved, whether good or bad. The 
The Boys Boys and Lads have alſo their Paſtimes and 


Play like that, : . 
in French, Plays, when they meet in the Evening. 


L They take a ſmall Piece of Wood, with a 
— Hole in it at one End, to that they tie a 
little pointed Stick with a Thread or String, 

and throwing the Piece with the Ilole in 

— 2 it, up into the Air, they ſtrive to catch it 
young Lads. upon the pointed Stick, through the Hole. 
He that does it twenty times ſucceſſively, 

and without failing, gains the Match, or 

Party, and he that miſſes gets a black Stroke 

on his Forehead, for every Time he miſſes. 

2 Another Boy's Play is a Game of Chance, 
Cards or like Cards or Dice; they have a Piece of 
— Wood pointed at one End, with a Pin or 
Peg in the midſt, upon which it turns; 

when the Boys are ſeated around, and every 

one. 
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one laid down what they play for, one of 


them turns the pointed Piece of Wood with 
his Finger, that it wheels about like a Ma- 
riner's Compaſs ; and when it has done, he 


that the Point aims at, wins all that was laid 


161 


down. Ball-playing is their moſt common Ball playing 


Diverſion, which they play two different 
ways. They divide themſelves into two 
Parties; the firſt Party throws the Ball 
to each other; while thoſe of the ſecond 
Party endeavour to get it from them, and ſo 
by turns. The ſecond manner 1s like our play- 
ing at Foot-ball. They mark out two Bar- 
riers, at three or four hundred Paces di- 
ſtance one from the other; then being di- 
vided into two Parties, as before, they meet 
at the ſtarting Place, which is at the Mid- 
way between the two Barriers; and the Ball 
being thrown upon the Ground, they ſtrive 
who firſt ſhall get at it, and kick it with the 
Foot, each Party towards their Barrier. 
He that is the moſt nimble-footed and dex- 
trous at it, kicking the Ball before him, 
and gets the firſt to the Barrier, has won the 


Match. Thus Ce tell you) the De- 
M ceaſed 


- 


of two ſorts. 


— a — 


_ The Natural Hiftory 
They fancy ceaſed play at Foot-ball in Heaven, with 1 


that the Souls 
of the De- the Head of a Morſe, when it lightens, or 


in) — the North- light (Aurora Borealis) appears, 
which they fancy to be the Souls of the De- 


ceaſed. 


Exerciſes o When their Acquaintance from Abroad 

Nen, in try come to fee them, they ſpend whole Days 

Strengen by and Nights in Singing and Dancing; and 

Wreſtling. as they love to paſs for Men of Courage 

and Valour, they'll try Forces together, in 

Wreſtling, Struggling, and playing Hook 

and Crook, which is to grapple with the 

Arms and Fingers made crooked, and in- 

tangled like Hooks. Whoever can pull the 

other from his Place, thinks himſelf a Man 

# The Girls of Worth and Valour. The Women's, 

1 or rather the Maiden's Plays, conſiſt in 

|. dancing around, holding one another by the 

E!! Hand, forming a Circle, and ſinging of 
i Songs. | 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Of their Language. 


\'HOUGH the Greenland Language some Ny-away 
Words found 
in the Green- 


Tongues, yet it ſeems to have borrowed 4% Lan- 
Uage. 


has no Affinity with other European 


ſome Words from the Norwegians, who for- 
merly inhabited Part of the Land; for ſuch 
Words agree both in Name and Significa- 


tion; as, for Example, Kona, a Wo- 
man; Nerriot, to eat, from the Noruay 


Word Noerrie. The Herb Angelica, which 
they in Norway call Quaun, the Greenlanders 


call Qpaunnek, A Porpoiſe, in Norway. 


called No; they call Ny Aſhes, in Nor- 
may, Aſee, in Greenland, Arkſet, A Lamp, 
in the Norvegian, Kolle, in the Greenlandian, 
Kollek. Some of their Words reſemble La- 
tin Words of the ſame Signification ; as, 
Gutta, a Drop; in the Greenland Tongue, 
Gutte, or Kutte. Inis, Fire, they call 
Ingnek. And ſome they have got from 
Hebrew Roots, as, Appa, a Word the Chil- 

M 2 dren 


—  — 4 — — —U — ——— 


— on — 2 


— — _ 
— — 


—_ — 


— Bas 8 
— 


— 


— 


K —— Wo = — — — 
— — — py — — 
* +25 atm os 


— r — — N = , _ E 
— - * — 9 —— — — — —— * 
— - — — — 5 — 
— —ꝙ«—; 2 — . Md. 
a wm 1 829 


De Watural Hiſtory 
dren uſe to name their Father, and ſome 
others. 


* 


Its Accent” The Accent and Pronunciation of it is 
and Pronun- - 


3 Hard and difficult, becauſe they ſpeak very 
thick, and in the Throat. The ſame Lan- 
guage is ſpoke throughout the whole Coun- 
try, though the Accent and Pronunciation 

| differs here and there, as different Dialects; 
chiefly towards the Southern Parts, where 
they have received and adopted many fo- 
reign Words, not uſed in the northern Parts. 
But the Angekuts, or Divines, make uſe of 
a particular Speech, whenever they conjure ; 
for then they uſe metaphorical Locutions 
| ang Words in a contrary Senſe. The Wo- 
The fair dex men- kind alſo have a particular Pronuncia- 


mollify the 
— 4 5 tion peculiar to themſelves, and different 


cr from that of the Men, making uſe of the 


ſofteſt Letters at the end of Words, in- 


ſtead of hard ones; for Example, Am, for . 


Ap, that is, Yes. Saving, for Savik, a Knife. 
Their Language, in common, wants the 


Letters, c, 4, , g. x. They have beſides 


many double and unknown Conſfonarts, 


which 


I Fr i 
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which is the Cauſe, that many of their Words can- 
not be ſpelt according to their manner of pro- 
nouncing them. For the reſt, their Expreſſions 
are very natural and eaſy, and their Conſtructions ſo 
neat and regular, that one would hardly expect ſo 
much from a Nation ſo unpolite and illiterate. The 
Language is very rich of Words and Senſe, and of 
ſuch Energy, that one is often at a loſs and puzzled, 
to render it in Daniſh ; but then again it wants 
Words to expreſs ſuch Things as are foreign, and not 
in Uſe among them. They have Monoſyllables and 
Polyſyllables, but moſt of the laſt. Their Words, as 
well Nouns as Verbs, are inflected at the End, by Va- 
rying the Terminations, without the Help of the Ar- 

ticles or Particles, like the Greek and Latin. The 

AdjeQtives always follow their Subſtantives ; but the 
Poſſeſſive Pronouns are joined to the Nouns, as the 

Hebrew Suffixa *: Nor have the Nouns. alone their 

Suffixa, but the Verbs alſo. To ſatisfy the Reader's 
Curioſity, I have hereto joined a Liſt of ſome of the 

Words, and in a Sketch ſhew the Conſtruction and In- 


flections of this Language. 


M 3 Voca- 
* In its Inflections i it agrees with the brew, 
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VOCABULARY. 
Singular. Dual. 
Innuk, Mankind, Innuk, 
Angut, 2 Man, Angutik, 


Arnak, 2 Woman, Arnek, 
Niakok, he Head. Niakuk, 
Irſe, an Eye, Irſik, 
Kingak, the Noſe, Kingek, 
Kinak, the Face, ' Kinek, 
Kannek, Mouth, Kannek, 
Okak, Tongue, Okek, 
Kint, 4 Tooth, Kiutik, 
Kartlo, a Lip, Kartluk, 
Suit, an Ear, Siutik, 
 Nyak, Head of Hair, Nytkick, 
Sxkik, the Breaſt, Sækkirſek, 
Iviange, Bubly, Iviangik, 
Tue, Shoulder, * Tubik, 
Tellek, Arm, Tellik, 
Ikufik, Elbow, Ikivtik, 


Plural, 
Innuit. 


Angutit. 


Arnet. 
Niakut. 


Irſit. 


Kinget. 
Kinet. 
Kangit. 


| Oket, 


Kiutit. 
Kartluit. 
Siutit. 
Nytkiet. 
Sekkirſet, 
Iviangit. 
Tubit. 
Tellit. 
Ikivtit. 


Arkſeit, Hand ( that is the Fingers) is Plural only. 


Tikek, Finger, Tikik, 
Kukik, Natl, Kukik, 
Nak, Belly, Nerſek, 
Innelo, Bowel, Inneluk, 
Okpet, the Thigh, Okpetik, 


Tirkerit. 
Kuket. 
Nerſet. 
Inneluit. 
Okpetit. 


| 


n e he OI PII 


of Greenland. 167 


Singular. Dual. Plural. 

Sibbiak, The Hip, Sibbirſek, Sibbirſet. 
Serkok, Knee. Serkuk, Serkuit. 
Kannak, Shank. Kannek, Kannerſet. 
Ifiket, Foot, is only of the Plural Number. 
Kimik, Heal,  Kimik' | Kimit. 

The Conſtruction with Poſſeſſive Pronouns is thus. 
Iglo, a Houſe, | Igluk, Iglut. | 
My Houſe, Igluga, Igluka, Igluka. 
Thy Houſe, Iglut, Iglukit, Iglutit. 
His Igloa, Igluk, | Igloei. 
His own Iglune, Iglugne, Iglune. 
Our Iglout, Iglogut, Iglovut. 


Your — Iglurſe, Iglurſik, Igluſe. 

Their Igloæt, Igloækk, Iglöeit. 
Their own — Iglurtik, Iglutik, Iglutik. 
This fame Noun's Conſtruction with the Suffixas 
at Prepoſitions, i and nig, mit and nit, which ſig- 
nifies from; ut and nut, to; me and ne, on or up- 
on, is thus performed. 1 


Singular. Dual. Plural. 
To the Houſe, Iglomut, Iglugnut, Iglunut. 
To my Houſe, Iglumnut, idem, idem. 
To 1 — Iglungnut, idem, idem. 
To his Houſe, Igloanut, Igloennut, Iglocinut. 
To his own Iglominut, Iglungminut, Iglominut. 
To our Iglotivnut, Iglutiynut, idem. 
To your — Igluſivnut, idem, idem. 
To their — Igloænut, idem, Iglöeinut. 


Ta their own Houſe, Iglomingnut, idem, idem. 
M Sin- 
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As to the Verbs, they are either ſimple or com- 
pounded: There are five Conjugations, to which 
may be added a ſixth of Negative Verbs. There are 
three Tenſes in all, the Preſent, Preterit and Future; 
and fix Moods, viz, Indicative, Interrogative, Im- 
perative, Permiſſive, Conjunctive and Infinitive. 


The Examples of the ſimple Verbs are theſe, The 
firſt Conjugation ends in Apo, as Ermikpok, he 
waſhes himſelf: Ag/ekpok, he writes. 


The ſecond ends in rpok ; as, Mattarpok he un- 
dreſſes himſelf, Aularpot, he ſets out on a Jour- 
ney. Aiolar ſor pot, he teaches, The third Conjuga- 
tion ends in pokpurum : That is, in pot preceded by 
a Vowel ; as Egipok, he throws away. Inginok, he ſits 
down, Alpapob, he runs, 


The fourth ends in ob, or vob; - as, Pyok, he re- 


ceives. Ache, he grows. Afavok, he loves. 


The fifth Conjugation ends in au; as, Ir/igau, 
he ogles. Arfigau, he reſembles. Angekau, he is 


The 
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The ſixth Conjugation of negative Verbs ends in 


agilok ; as, 'Ermingilak, he does not waſh "himſelf 


Mattengilak, he does not undreſs himſelf ;'-Pingtlak, 
he receives not; Egingilab, he . not n 3 


Irfigi ngi/abs be * not. 


- 


h 7 g * * 


Inflexion of a Verb with the Suffixes of a Perſon 


Agent, of the firſt Conjugation! in n Hot. 


Indicative. . Preſent. ol tes 


Singular. Dual. Plural. 
He _ himſelf, The twowaſh themſelues, T bey waſh Haneke 
Ermikpok. Ermikpuk. Ermi 
J waſh myſelf, We two waſh ourſelves, We waſh un, 
Ermikpunga. Ermikpoguk. Ermikpogut. 
Thou waſh thyſelf, You two waſh yourſelves, You waſh yourſelves 
Ermikpotit, AH be Ermikpoſe. 


The Inflexion 


"Flew waſhe/t me, 


Ermikparma. 

He waſhes me. 
Ermikpanga. 
I waſh him, 
Ermikpara. 

He waſhes bim, 
Ermikpæ. 

Thou waſheft him, 
Ermikpet. 


with Suffixes of a Perſon patient 1 
formed this Way. 


Ye two waſh me, You waſh me, 
Ermikpautiga. Ermikpauſinga. 
The two waſh me, They waſh me, 
Ermikpainga. Ermikpanga. 
Me two waſh him, We waſh him, 
Ermikparpuk. Ermikparput. 
The two waſh him, _ They waſh bim, 
Ermikpæk. - Ermikpet. 

Ye two waſh him, Di waſh him, 
Ermikpartik. Ermikparſe. 
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Singular, _ Dual. Plural. 
J waſh thee, We: two waſh thee, We waſh thee, 
Ermikpaukit, Ermikpautikit. Ermikpæutigit. 
He waſhes thee, The two waſh thee, They waſh thee, 
Ermikpatit. „lam. Idem. 
Thou waſheſt us, Ye two waſh us, You waſh us, AY 
Ermikpautigut. —— pautigut, _ Ermikpauſigut. 
He waſhes us, The two waſh us, T hey waſh us, 
Ermikpatigut. Idem. Idem. 
1 waſh you, We two waſh you, Me waſh you, 
Ermikpauſe. 6 1dem. Idem. 
He wafhes youz The two waſh you. They waſh you, 
Ermikpaſe. Idem, © dem. 
I waſh them, We two waſh them, We woſh them, 
Ermikpaka. Ermikpauvut. Idem. 
He waſhes them, The two waſh them, They waſh them, 
Ermikpei. | Ermikpatik. Ermikpaſe. 
Thou waſheft them, Ye two waſh them, Ye waſh them, 
Ermikpatit. Ermikpatik. Ermikpeit, 


Inflexion of the Negative Verb. 
He waſhes not himſelf, The tavo waſh not themſelves, They waſh not themſelves, 


Ermingilak. Ermingilek. Ermingilat. a 

1 don't waſh myſelf, We two waſh not curſelves, We waſh not our ſebves, 
Ermingilanga. Ermingilaguk. Ermingilagut. 

Thou daft not waſh thyſelf, Le two don't waſh your ſelves, You don't wah yourſelves, 
Ermingilatit. Ermingilatik. Ermingilaſe. 


With the Suffixes of the patient Perſon the nega- 
tive Verbs are inflected like the Affirmatives; as, 
He waſhes me not, Ye two waſh me not, They waſh me not, 


Ermingilanga. Idem. Idem. 
Thou wafhef! me not, Ye too waſh me not. Jou waſh me not, 
Ermingilarma. Ermingilautinga. Ermingilauſinga. 


And 
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And in the ſame Manner you may In- 
flect all Verbs whatſoever. 


The Preterits and Futures have the ſame 
Suffixa, as the Preſent Tenſe, 


Concerning the compounded Verbs, it is 
to be obſerved ; that, whereas their auxiliary 
Verbs are bat few, they make Uſe of feve- 
ral Particles to ſupply their Place, which 
are annexed to the ſimple Verbs, and fo 
make them compounded Verbs; yet theſe 
Particles by tliemſelves are not uſed, nor of 


any Signification. And by this Connexion 


or Compoſition the ſimple Verbs change 
their Conjugation, As for Example, 


Firſt, in this Expreflion, they uſe to do 


ſo and fo, the Compoſition is formed thus; 
of the fimple Verb Erminpok, he waſhes 


himſelf, in the Compoſition is made Ermin- 
garuce, he uſes to waſh himſelf. Kzeavek, 
he weeps; Kveerllarau, he uſes to weep; 
Aularpok, he goes from home; Aulararau, 
he uſes to go from home. 

Second, 
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Second, when the Expreſſion runs thus, 
he comes to do this or that, it is turned in 
this Manner. Ermigiartorpok, he comes to 
waſh himſelf; Aglegiartorpok, he comes to 
write. And ſo in all other Compolitions-- 


But there are not only Verbs compounded 
with one, but ſometimes with two, three, 
or more Particles joined to the Verb; when 
there is a longer Sentence to be expreſſed. 
And for this Reaſon the Words and Parti- 
cles undergo a great many Changes and Va- 
riations, in as much as they retain but cer- 
tain radical Letters, the reſt either being 
thrown away and quite loſt, or elſe changed 
for others. As for Inſtance, Auliſariartora- 
ſuarpok, he made haſte to go out a fiſhing. 


15 Here three Verbs are joined together in 
5 one. Auliſarpok, he fiſhes; Peartorpok, to 
44 go about ſomething ; and Pznneſuarpok, to 
4 make haſte. Again. Aglekkinniarit, endea- 


14 vour to write better. Here we have ano- 
144 ther threefold Compoſition, Firſt Aglekpok, 
i he writes; then Pekipot, to mend, or do 


| better, and at laſt Panmarpok, to endeavour. 
1 2. | 1 From 


3, 
n 


Seebad. 
From whence comes the Verb Aglikkinniar- 
pol, he endeavours to write better; in the 
Imperative Mood, Aglektinniarit, as above. 


a 
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The Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, 
tranſlated into the Greenland 4 


. 


ARTICLE J. 


Perpunga Gud-mun Attatavnut, ajua- 
\ kangitſomut, killagmik nunamiglo 
Sennarſomut. 


ARTICLE II. 


Operpunga Jeſus Chriſtuſmut, Ernetua- 
nut, Nallegautimut, Annerſamit helligmit 
pirſok, Niviarſamit Mariamit erniurſok; 
anniartok Pontius Pilatus-mit; Iſektitaur- 
ſok, tokkorſok, illirſorto, allernum alekar- 
tok. Ullut pingajuane tokkorſonit makitok; 
Killangmut Kollartok ; Angume Gub tel- 
lerpiet tungane ipſiarſok ; terſanga amma 
tikiytſomaryok, umarſullo tokongarſullo 
auikſartitſartorlugit. 
„% ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE III. 

Operpunga Gub Annerſanut, opertokar- 
toniglo nuname: Innungliglo helligniglo 
illegeinik, Synderronermiglo, Timiniglo u- 
maromartonik, tokkorſublo Kingorna tok- 
koviungitſokartomi. Amen! 


Walti Cab. 
The Lord's Prayer. | 
T TAV UT killangmepotit, akkit u- 


ſorolirſuk; Nallegavet aggerle; pe- 
korſet Killangme nunam etog tamaikile : 


144 Tunniſigun ullume nekikſautivnik; piſſarau- 
14 neta aketſorauta, piſingilaguttog akectſorti- 
14 vut; Urſennartomut piſitſaraunata; ajorto- 
* min annautigut: Nallegauet, Piſarlo, uſor- 
Ti nartorlo pigangaukit iſukangithomun. A- 
18 

144 

114 

114 

| q ly 

144 
[| OT MD 

| q' | . CHAP. 


a 


of Greenland. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


| Of the Greenland Trade, and whether 


in promoting it, there is any Ad- 
vantage to be ea pelle, 
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HE Goods and Commodities Green- Wherein the 


reenland 


land affords for the entertaining of Trafick con- 
its. 


Commerce, or Traffick, are Whale Blubber , 


or Fat, and Whale-Bones, Unicorn Horns, 
Rain-Deer Skins and Hides, Seal and Fox- 
Skins. Theſe Wares they uſe to barter 
againſt Merchandizes of our Produce, as 
Coats and Shirts made of white, blue, red 
or ſtrip'd Linen or Woollen Cloth ; as alſo 
Knives, Hand-Saws, Needles, Hooks to 
angle with, Looking-Glafſes, and other ſuch 
Mercchandize or hard Wares. Beſides what 
they buy of Wood, as Rafts, Poles, Deal- 
Boards, Cheſts, and of Braſs and Copper, 
as Kettles and the like, Tin Diſhes and 
Plates; for which they pay to the full 
Price. At the Beginning of our late Set- 


tlement in thoſe Parts the Trade was much 
briſker 
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This Trade 


brought at 


firſt great Pro- 
fit. 
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briſker than at preſent, and much more 


profitable; for foreign Traders flocking thi- 
ther in great Numbers, have ſo overſtock'd 


them with Goods, and underfold one ano- 


ther, to draw the Natives to them from 
others, that the Trade is conſiderably ſlack- 
ened and fallen. Yet I truſt, that, if we 
once became Maſters of this Trade, as it in 
Juſtice belongs to us, by the Right the King 
of Denmark lawfully claims to theſe Coun- 


tries as much as to any Kingdom or Pro- 


vince ſubject to him; I truſt, that, with 
this Proviſo, the Trade to Greenland would 
prove as profitable, as any other whatſoever. 
Which has been evidenced not long ago ; 
when by his Majeſty's ſpecial Order Foreign 


Trade has been prohibited within a certain 


Greenland 
Commodities 
as precious as 
thoſe of Te- 
land and 
Fero. 


Diſtance on each Side of the Colonies: For if 
the lading of ſome Ships with Fiſh and Train 
from Fin-Mark, and others of Fiſh, Train, 

Salt-Meat and Butter from Teland and Fero 
bring to the Traders conſiderable Profit: 
Who would Queſtion, but the ſame or bet- 
ter Advantage may be expected from the im- 


Prev Quantities of Whalc-Train, Whale- 
Bones, 
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Bones, Rain-Deer Hides, Fox and Seal- 


Skins, which are of more Value than the 
Teland or Feroe? And, if the Produce and 


Commodities of Greenland were formerly rec- 


2 


koned of that Importance, that they were 
deem'd © ſufficient to maintain the King's 
Table: Why not alſo at preſent? provided 
Greenland may by Settlements and Improve- 


ment retrieve its former Abundance, which 


is not impoſſible. 


If the old Lands, formerly inhabited and The old for- 
| ; ſaken Lands 
manured by the Norway Colonies, were a- ought to be 


ſettled a-new 


new peopled with Men and Cattle; they ,; 7.1441. 


would, without doubt, yield as much as aa and Cat- 


either Iceland or Feroe, ſeeing there is as 
good Paſture- Ground as in thoſe Iſlands. I 


— ſhall forbear to mention Salmon and Cod- 


Fiſhing, as it ſeems at preſent to be but of 

little or no Importance, eſpecially on the 

Weſt-Side; though I am credibly informed 

by the Natives, that on the Southern Coaſt 

they catch abundance of fine large Cods. 

Yet this may be more than ſufficiently com- Whale and 

penſated by the Whale-Fiſhery on the North, very whe 
1 N and 
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and the Capture of Seals on the South, which 


if rightly undertaken, and with Vigour ſet 


on Foot, will bring as much, nay far more 
Profit than the Salmon and Cod-catching 
does in other Places ; chiefly the Seal-Cap- 
ture, which can be undertaken at very ſmall 
Expences, vi. at the Coaſt with ſtrong Nets, 
with which they may catch many thou- 
ſands in Greenland ; which, if hitherto not 
practiſed, ought to be imputed to Negligence 
and want of a good Regulation. In ſhort, 
Greenland, as we ſee, is very convenient for 
Trading, and may be very well worth one's 
while to take in Hand. But there is little 
to be done, without an eſtabliſhed and 
formed Company of Men of Subſtance as 
well as Reſolution ; being altogether impoſ- 
fible and above the Strength of any private 
Man to maſter it, and go through with it. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The Religion, or rather Superſtiti 9, 
of the Greenlanders. 


HE Greenlanders Ignorance of a Cre- The Green- 
ator would make one believe they — — 
were Atheiſts, or rather Naturaliſts. For, my 
when they have been aſked from whence 
they thought that Heaven and Earth had 
their Origin, they have anſwered, nothing, 
but that it had always been ſo. But if we 
conſider, that they have ſome Notion of the They hold 


the Immorta- 


Immortality of Souls“, and that there is lit of Souls, 
. d a 
another much happier Life after this; more- Sina Be: 


over, as they are addicted to different kinds g Tha anodic: 
of Superſtition, and that they hold there ag to ma- 


Superſti- 
a Spiritual Being, which they call Torngar-t tions, which 


ſuppoſes 
Juk, to whom they aſcribe a ſupernatural kind of War- 
Power, though not the Creation or the Pro- "oy 
duction of Creatures, (of whoſe Origin they 


N 2 tell 


The Angetuts ſay that Souls are a ſoft Matter to feel, 
or rather that they cannot be felt, as if they had 
neither Sinews, nor Bones, 
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tell many abſurd and ridiculous Stories) all 
this (I fay) ſuppoſes ſome fort of Worſhip; 
although they do not themſelyes, out of 
their brutiſh Stupidity, underſtand or infer 
ſo much, or make Uſe of the Light of 
Nature and the remaining Spark of the 
Image of God in their Souls, to conſider 
the inviſible Being of God by his viſible 
Works, which is the Creation of theWorld: 
Rom. i. For which Reaſon, inſtead of at- 
taining the Knowledge of God and true 
Religion, they are unhappily fallen into 
many groſs 1 1 91 


Deſcription of But notwrithanding that all theſe Su- 


Torngarſuk, or 
the Oracle 0 
the Greenland- 


ers. 


perſtitions are authoriſed by, and grounded 
upon the Notion they have of the fo called 
Torngarſuk, whom their lying Angetuts or 
Prophets hold for their Oracle, whom they 
conſult on all Occaſions; yet the Commo- 
nalty know little or nothing of him, ex- 
cept the Name only: Nay, even the Ange- 
Futs themſelves are divided in their whimſi- 
cal Ideas they have formed of his Being ; 
ſome faying, he is without any Form of 

Shape; 
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Ski; others giving him that of a Bear, 
others again pretending he has a large Body, 
and but one Arm; and ſome make him as 


little as a Finger. There are thoſe who 
hold he is immortal, and others, that a Fart 
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can kill him. | They aſſign him his Abode His Abode in 


in the lower Regions of the Earth, where 
they tell you there is conſtantly fine Sun- 
ſhiny Weather, good Water, Peers and 
Fowls in Abundance. They alſo fay he 
lives in the Water; wherefore, when they 
come to any Water, of which they have 
not' drunk before, and there be any old 
Man in the Company, they make him drink 
the firſt, in order to take away its Torn- 
zarſuk, or the malignant Quality of the 
Water, which might make them ſick and 
kill them. They hold furthermore, that 
a Spirit reſides in the Air, which they name 
Innertirrirſol; that is, the Moderator or 
Reſtrainer, becauſe it is purſuant to his Or- 
der, that the Angeturs command the People 
to reſtrain or abſtain from certain Things 
or Actions, that they may not come into 
Harms Way. According to their Theology, 
ö N 3 or 


the Center of 
the Earth. 


Fach __ 


ment is g 
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or Mythology, there is yet one Spirit, Har- 
binger of the Air, whom they ſtile Erloer- 


| ſortok, which ſignifies a Gutter, becauſe he 
guts the Deceaſed, and feeds. upon their 


Inteſtines, His Countenance, they ſay, rs 


very ghaſtly and hagard, hollow Eyes and 


Cheeks, like a Body that's ſtarved, 


Each Element has its 5 or Pre- 


verned 1 its ſident, which they call TInnue v; from 


Jinuæ , 


whence 


? The Innnæ, or Inhabitants of the Sea, they call 
Kongeuſerokit ; of whom they ſay, that they feed upon 
Fox Tails. Ingnerſeit, a ſort of Sea Sprights, which in- 
habit the Rocks that lie upon the Coaſt ; which, they 
tell you, will carry away the Greenlanders, not to do 
them any harm, but to enjoy their Company. Tunner- 
ſoit are Phantoms living in the Mountains; and Igner- 
ſoit, or Fiery Sprights (becauſe they appear to be all over 
Fire) live near the Shore, in ſteep and craggy Cliffs. 
This is that Meteor which we call the Fhing Dragon. 
Innuarolit they pretend to be a People of a dwarfiſh 
Size, like Pigmies, and are ſaid to inhabit the Eaſt Side 
of Greenland, Erhiglit, on the contrary, are ſaid to be 
a Nation of a huge and monſtrous Size, with Snouts 
like Dogs ; they are likewiſe ſaid to dwell on the Eaft 
Side. Sillagikfortoh, a Spirit, who makes fair Weather, 
and lives upon the Ice Mountains. Nerrim Innua, or 
the Ruler of Diet, becauſe he preſcribes Rules for the 

Diet, 
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— whence the Angekuts receive their Torngak, 

— or familiar Spirits, For every Angektok has 

0 a Torngak; who attends him, after he has 

ir ten times conjured in the Dark. 

d Some have their own deceaſed Parents 3 


. g e Angelut. 
for their Torngak, and others get theirs out have their 


of ſome of our Nation, who they ſay as 
— charge their Fire-arms, when they wait 
n before the Entry of the Place, where the 
© Angekkok performs his Conjuration. Whe- 
11 ther Torngak and Torngarſuk be one and 
n the fame Thing, I ſhall not decide; but 
5 certain it is, that one is derived from the 
< other. From Torngarſuk the Angebuts pretend 
Ne they learn the Art of Conjuring ; which 
3 they are taught in this Method. If one a- How a Can- 
er | | didate to the 
I ſpires to the Office of an Angebot, and has Miniftry of 
* a2 Mind to be initiated into theſe Myſteries, _ = 
4 he muſt retire from the reſt of Mankind, 9 
* into ſome remote Place, from all Com- | 
ts | N 4. merce ; | 
1 Diet, or Eating of thoſe, chat are obliged to keep Abſti- a 


nence, They aſcribe alſo ſome Sort of Divinity to the 
he | Air, and for fear of offending it, they will refrain frora 
certain Things and Actions; for which Reaſon they are 
afraid to go out in the open Air in the Dark, 
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merce ; there he muſt look for a large Stone, 
near which he muſt fit down and invoke 
Torngarſuk, who, without delay, . preſents 
himſelf before him. This Preſence terrifies 
the new Candidate of Angekutiſm to that 
degree, that he immediately ſickens, ſwoons 
away, and dies, and ſo, in this Condition, 
he lies for. three whole Days; and then he 
comes to Life again, ariſes in a Newneſs 
of Life, and betakes himſelf to his Home 
again. The Science of an Angel- conſiſts 
1 con- of three Things. 1. That he mutters cer- 
or Miniſtry. tain Spells over ſick People, in order to 
make them recover- their former Health, 
2. He communes with Torngar/uk, and 
from him receives Inſtruction, to give Peo- 
ple Advice, what Courſe they are to take in 
Affairs, that they may have Succeſs, and 
proſper therein. 3. He is by the ſame in- 
formed of the Time and Cauſe of any Bo- 
dy's Death; or for what Reaſon any Body 
comes to an untimely and uncommon 
End; and if any Fatality ſhall befal a 
Man. And though this lying Spirit of the 
guts 1 is oftentimes found: out by their 

groſs 


F Greenland. ' 
groſs Miſtakes, when the Events don't an- 
ſwer their falſe Predictions, as commonly 
happens ; yet, for all that, they are in great 
Honour and Eſteem 'among this ſtupid and 
ignorant Nation; inſomuch that no Body 
ever dare refuſe the ſtricteſt Obedience to 
what they command him in the Name of 
Torngarſuꝶ, fearing that, in Caſe of 'Diſobe- 
dience, ſome great Affliction and Misfortune 
may happen to him. Among many other 


Fibs, and moſt impudent Lyes, they make 
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alſo theſe filly ſtupid Wretches believe, that They make 


they can, with Hands and Feet tied, mount 


People be- 
lieve, they 


can mount to 
up to Heaven, and fee how Matters ſtand er 


there; and likewiſe deſcend to Hell, or 8 to 


lower Regions of the Earth, where the fierce 
Torngarſuk keeps his Court. A young An- 
gebkkok maſt not undertake this Journey but 
in the Fall of the Year, by Reaſon, that 
then the lowermoſt Heaven, which they 
take the Rainbow to be, is neareſt to the 
Earth. 


The Farce or Impoſture is thus act- 
ed: A Number of Spectators aſſemble in 
the 
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the Evening at one of their Houſes, where, 
after it is grown Dark, every one being ſeat- 
ed, the Angekkok cauſes himſelf to be tied, 
his Head between his Legs, and his Hands 
behind his Back, and a Drum is laid at his 
Side ; thereupon, after the Windows arc 


ſhut, and the Light put out, the Aſſembly 


fings a Ditty, which, they fay, is the Com- 
poſition of their Anceſtors ; when they have 


done ſinging, the Angethok begins with con- 


juring, muttering and brawling; invokes 
Torngarſuk, who inſtantly preſents himſelf, 
and converſes with him, (here the maſterly 
Juggler knows how to play his Trick, in 
changing the Tone of his Voice, and coun- 
terfeiting one different from his own) which 
makes the too credulous Hearers believe, 
that this counterfeited Voice is that of 
Torngarſuk, who converſes with the Angel- 
Eo. In the mean while he works himſelf 
looſe, and, as they believe, mounts up into 
Heaven through the Roof of the Houfe, and 
paſſes through the Air till he arrives into 
the higheſt of Heavens, where the Souls of 
Angekkut Poglit, that is the chief Angektuts 
SH; 7 reſide, 


ſide, by whom he gets Information of all 


he wants to know, And all this is done 
in the Twinkling of an Eye. 


Concerning | the Angebkut P oglit, whom Deſeription | 
we juſt now mentioned, as they paſs for the Hg 
Heads of the Clergy, and are reckoned the ind fen un 
moſt Eminent, and Wiſeſt of all, they alſo Office. 
muſt paſs through the inferior Orders, and 
ſeveral hard Trials, before they can attain 
to this high Degree of Pre-eminency ; for 
none is deemed worthy of ſuch a Dignity, 
but he that has made his Noviciateſhipin the 
lower Rank, as an ordinary Angekkok. The 
Tryal he muſt undergo, is this: They tie 
his Hands and Feet, as aforeſaid, and after 
the Light is put out, and they are all left 
in Darkneſs, (that no Body may ſee how 
the Trick is played, and their Impoſture be 
diſcovered) then they pretend, that a white 
Bear enters the Room, takes hold of his 
great Toe with his Teeth, and dragging him 
along to the Sea-ſhore, jumps with him into f 
the Sea, where a Morſe. is ready, and takes | 
hold of him by his privy Parts, devouring him, 

to- 
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Another kind. 


of Sorcerers, 
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together with the white Bear, A little while 
after, all his Bones are thrown in upon the 
Floor, one after another, not one miffing ; 
and then his Soul riſes up off the Ground, 


which gathers the Bones, and animates the 
whole Body again, and up ſtarts the Man, 
as hale and entire as ever he was 5 and thus 
m. is made an 1 rea Poglik. 


The Angethuts, as before obſerved, are 


orEnchanters, Kept in great Honour and Eſteem, and be- 


pretending 


they can hur 
and deſtroy 


Men and 
Beaſts, are 
deſtroyed 


themſelves. 


Women, 


| teſted by every Body, and at laſt made a- 


tloved and cheriſhed, as a wiſe and uſeful Set 


of Men; they are alſo well rewarded for 
their Service, when it is wanted. But, on the 
contrary, there is another ſort of Conjurers 
or Sorcerers, eſpecially ſome decrepid old 
which they call Hliſcerſut, or 
Witches, who perſuade themſelves, and o- 
thers, that, by the vertue of their Spells and 
Witcheraft, they can hurt People in their 
Life and Goods. Theſe are not upon the 
fame footing with the Angebluts; for as 
ſoon as any one incurs only the Suſpicion of 
ſuch' Demeanor, he or ſhe is hated and de- 


way 
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; way with, without Mercy, as a Plague to 
e . and not _—__ worthy to live. 
e 
; Mdreover the 4 abuſe the Peo- Aigelluts pre- 
q ple's Credulity, making them believe, that an. 
? they can cure all ſorts of Diſcaſes; though 2» range 
? they apply ſuch Remedies, as have no vertue 
? in them to cure, ſuch as muttering of Spells, 

and blowing upon the ſick Bodies; wherein 

they reſemble, to a Hair, thoſe Conjurers, 
F of which the Prophet 1/azah ſpeaks, in the 
; -8th Chapter, Verſe 19. 


And if by Chance any one, who has 
been under theſe Jugglers Hands, recovers, 
they do not fail to afcribe it to the vertue 
of their juggling Tricks.. At Times they uſe 
this Way of curing the Sick ; they lay him 
upon his Back, and tie a Ribbon, or a String, 
round his Head, having a Stick faſtened ta 
the other End of the String, with which 
they lift up the ſick Body's Head from the 
Ground, and let it down again; and at e- 
very Lift he communes with his Torga#, or 
familiar Spirit, about the State of the Pa- 

2 tient, 
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tient, whether he ſhall recover or not ; now; 
if his Head is heavy in lifting it, it is, with 
them, a Sign of Death ; if light, of Reco- 
very *, Notwithſtanding all this, I am loth to 
[T : believe, that, in theſe Spells and Conjurings, 
in this there there is any real Commerce with the Devil 
ors. _ for, to me, it clearly appears, that there is 
the Devil. nothing in it, but meer Fibs, juggling 
Tricks and Impoſtures, made uſe of by 
theſe crafty Fellows, for the fake of filthy 
| Lucre, for they are well paid for their Pains 
taking. Nevertheleſs, it can't be denied, but 
that the evil Spirit has a Hand in all this, 
and is the chief Actor upon this Stage, to 
keep theſe poor Wretches in their Chains, 
and hinder them from coming to the true 


Knowledge of God. 


The Angekkuts can alſo perſuade whom 
they pleaſe, that they have no Souls, eſpe- 
| cially 


While Angekkuts are conjuring, no body muſt ſcratch 
his Head, nor ſleep, nor break wind ; for they ſay, that 
fuch a Dart can kill the Enchanters, nay, the Devil 
himſelf. After a Conjuration has been performed, there 
is a Vacancy from Working for three or four Days. 
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cially if they are in a bad State of Health, 


pretending they have the Power to create 
new Souls in them, provided they pay them 
well for it, which the ignorant Fools are 
very willing to do. They preſcribe to all g pre- 


ſcribe ſuch 


Rules of Conduct and Behaviour in different Conduct, as, 
Caſes, which Rules none dare refuſe to live Ce People 
up to with the greateſt Exactneſs imagina- live by. 
ble; as, for Example, if any dies in a 
Houſe, thoſe of the Houſe cannot, for a ſet 
Time, do all ſorts of Work; eſpecially the 
Relations of the Deceaſed are obliged to ab- 
ſtain, not only from certain Works, but like- 


wiſe from certain Victuals. 


If a Patient be under the Hands of an 
Angekkok, he muſt live by Rule, which they 
are accuſtomed to obſerve ſo exactly, that 
even when we have aſſiſted many of them 
with our Medicaments, they have always 
demanded what fort of Diet they were to 
keep. Women in Childbed are to abſtain Rules for wo. 
from working, and from certain Victuals, bo” rw 
viz. Fleſh Meat, which their own Huſbands 
have not taken, or that of a Deer, whoſe 
. j Entrails 
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Entrails are not found ſound, but damaged. 
The firſt Week after the Delivery, they eat 


nothing but Fiſh, afterwards they are al- 


lowed Meat. The Bones they pick, in this 


State, muſt not be carried out of Doors. 


After the firſt Childbed, a Woman is not 
allowed to cat of the Head or Liver. They 
muſt not eat in the open Air. During 
their Lying-in, they have their Water-Pails 
for themſelves alone; if any unwittingly 
ſhould drink of this Water, the reſt muſt 
be thrown away. Their Huſbands muſt 
forbear working for ſome Weeks, neither 
muſt they drive any Trade during that 
Time: Likewiſe if any body be ſick, they 


do not care to meddle with any Trade. 


They are not allowed to eat or drink 
bareheaded. They pull off one of their 
Boots, and lay it under the Bowl, which 
they cat out of, to the End (as they 
imagine) that the Infant, being a Male, 
may become a good Seal- Catcher. During 
the Infancy of the Child, they dare not 


boil any thing over the Lamp, nor let any 


Strangers light a Fire with them ; and many 
: more 
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ed. mote Fooleries to be obſerved . It is cu- 

eat ſtomary among them, for married Wo- 

al- men to waſh and cleanſe themſelves after 

his their Months, that their Huſbands may not 

IS. catch a Diſtemper and die. Likewiſe, if 

ot they have happened to touch a dead Corpſe, 

cy they immediately caſt away the Clothes they 

ng have then on; and for this Reaſon they al- 

ils ways put on their old Clothes, when they 

ly | go to a Burying, in which they agree with 

ſt the Jeus, as in many other Uſages and Ce- They have 
it remonies ; for Example, to bewail the Loſs Fei (a 
er of their Virginity; to mark themſelves upon 

at their Skin; to cut their Hairs round the 


ey Head, which the Lord forbids the Fews to 
le. do, Levit. 19. When I conſider this and 
ik many other of their Cuſtoms, which ſeem 
ir to be of a Jewiſß Extraction, I am not far 
h from, acceding to the Opinion of a certain 
£4 famous Writer, concerning the Americans ; 


e, O among 
'S * Argnataglertoko, a Woman that lives by Rule, they 
* ſay, can lay the Storm, by going out of Doors and fill- 
y ing her Mouth with Air, and coming back into the 
y Houſe, blows it out again. If ſhe catches the Rain- 

Drops with her Mouth, it will be dry Weather ; and 


— othet ſtrange Effects they aſeribe to her. 
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among whom as he found ſundry Jew Rites 
and Ceremonies, he took them to deſcend 
from Jews, or rather from ſome of the ten 
Tribes of 1rael, who were led into the A 
Hrian Captivity, and afterwards diſperſed 
into unknown Countries. See hereon E 
pars, L. IV. 


They load A Superſtition very common among 
themſelves 
with Amulets, them, is to load themſelves with Amulets 


f h 
orgs Ao Tor Pomanders dangling about their Necks 
good Hue and Arms, which conſiſt in ſome Pieces of 


. old Wood, Stones or Bones, Bills and Claws 
harm's Way. of Birds, or any thing elſe, which their 
Fancy ſuggeſts to them; which Amulets, ac- 

cording to their ſilly Opinion, have a won- 

derful Virtue to preſerve thoſe that wear 

them, from Diſeaſes and other Misfortunes, 

and gives them Luck to good Captures. To 

render barren Women fertile or teeming, 

they take old Pieces of the Soles of our 

Shoes to hang about them; for, as they take 

our Nation to be more fertile, and of a 

ſtronger Diſpoſition of Body than theirs, 

they fancy the Virtue of our Body commu- 

nicates itſelf to our Cloathing. 

| Con- 


E. > . 8 


DN 
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Concerning the Creation and Origin of The Stories 


| concerning 


all Things, they have little to ſay, but che Creation 
they think all has been as it ever will be, IN of 


Nevertheleſs they abound in Fables in regard 
to theſe Matters. Their Tale of the Origin 
of Mankind runs thus: At the beginning 
one Man, v/z. a Greenlander, ſprung out of 
the Ground, who got a Wife out of a little 
* Hillock. From theſe are deſcended lineally 
the Greenlanders; which may paſs for a 
Remnant, though an Adulteration from the 


true Tradition of the Origin of Man. But as 


to us Foreigners, whom they ſtile Kablunæt, 
(that is, of a ſtrange Extraction) they tell 
a moſt ridiculous Story, importing our Pe- 
digree from a Race of Dogs; they ſay, that 
a Greenland Woman, once being in Labour, 
brought forth at the ſame time both Children 
and Whelps : Theſe laſt ſhe put into an old 
Shoe, and committed them to the Mercy of 
the Waves, with theſe Words: Get ye gone 
from hence, and grow up to be Kablunets. 
This, they ſay, is the Reaſon, why the 
Kablungts always live upon the Sea; and the 
Ships, they ſay, have the very ſame Shape 
O 2 as 

A Word not known to me in the Daniſß Tongue. 
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Why Men 
die. 
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as their Shoes, being round before and be- 


hind. 


The Reaſon why Men die, they tell us, is, 
thata Woman of their Nation once uttered. 
theſe Words; Tokkolarlutik okko pillit, Sillar- 


ſoak rettuliſavet, let them die one after an- 


other; for elſe the World cannot hold them. 
Others relate it in this Manner: Two of 
the firſt Men contended with one another, 
one ſaid, Kaut Sarlune Unnuinnarluna, In- 
nuit tokkorſarlutik ; that is, let there be Day, 
and let there be Night, and let not Men die. 
The ſecond ſaid, Unnuinnarlune tauſunane, 
Innuit tokkofinnatik ; that is, let there be no- 
thing but Night, and no Day, and let Men 


live; and after a long Contention the firſt 


gs of ſay ing got the Day. Of the Origin of Fiſhes 
ines an 


Sea Animals. and other Sea Animals they tell a ridiculous 


Story, viz. an old Man was once cutting 
Chips off of a Piece of Wood; with theſe 
Chips he rubbed himſelf between the Thighs, 
and threw them into the Sea ; whereupon 
they immediately became Fiſhes. But of a 
certain Fiſh called Hay, they derive his Pro- 
duction from this Accident, that a Woman 

n 2 WN 


All the reſt flock to Heaven, 
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waſhing her Hairs in her own Water, a 
Blaſt of Wind came and carried away the 

Clout with which ſhe dried her Hairs, and 

out of that Clout was produced a Hay-Fiſh; 

and for this Reaſon they fay, the Fleſh of 

this Fiſh has got the Smell of Urine. 


They have got no Notion of any diffe- Do not ac. 


rent State of Souls after Death; but they — 
fancy that all the Deceaſed go into b 
Land of the Souls, as they term it. Never- bes, hog | 
theleſs they aſſign two Retreats for depart- Haitien 
ed Souls, viz. ſome go to Heaven, others 

to the Center of the Earth ; but this lower 
Retirement is in their Opinion the plea- 

ſanteſt; inaſmuch, as there they enjoy 

themſelves in a delicious Country, where the 

Sun ſhines continually, with an inexhauſti- 

ble Stock of all Sorts of choice Proviſion. 

But this is only the Receptacle of ſuch Wo- 

men, as die in Labour, and of thoſe, that | 
going a Whale-fiſhing periſh at Sea; this 
being their Reward to compenſate the Hard- 


ſhips they have undergone in this Life, 


O 3 In 


198 


Torngarſuk 


and his Gran- 
dame reſide in 
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In the Center of the Earth, which they 
reckon the beſt Place of all, they have fixed 


the Center of the Reſidence of Torngar/uk and his Gran- 


the Earth, 


She rules over 


all Sea Ani- 
mals, 


dame, or (as others will have it) his Lady 


Daughter, a true Termagant and ghaſtly 
Woman, to whoſe Deſcription, though al- 
ready made in my Continuation of the 
Relations of Greenland, ſome Time ago 


publiſhed, I ſhall yet allow a Place in this 


Treatiſe, and is as follows. She is ſaid to 
dwell in the lower Parts of the Earth under 
the Seas, and has the Empire over all Fiſhes 
and Sea Animals, as Unicorns, Morſes, Seals 
and the like, The Baſon placed under her 
Lamp, into which the Train-Oil of the 
Lamp drips down, ſwarms with all kinds 
of Sea Fowls, ſwimming in and hovering 
about it. At the Entry of her Abode is a 


Corps de Guarde of Sea-Dogs, who mount 


the Guard, and ſtand Centinels at her Gates, 
to keep out the Crowd of Petitioners, 
1 None 


* Others ſay, that a huge Dog watches the Entry, 
and gives Warning, when an Angethot attempts to get 


in, and defends the Entry, Wherefore the Angektot 
muſt - watch the Minute, that the Dog falls aſleep, 
(which laſts but a Moment) to fteal in upon her. This 


Moment 


. x. 
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None can get Admittance there but An- Agellol viſits 


gekuts, provided they are accompanied by ER. 


their Torngak, or familiar Spirits, and not familiar Spi- 
otherwiſe. In their Journey thither the firſt 
paſs through the Manſions of all the Souls 
of the Deceaſed, which look as well, if not 
better, than ever they did in this World, 
and want for nothing. After they have he paſage 
paſs'd through this Region, they come to a Pier "ery 
very long, broad and deep Whirlpool, which 
they are to croſs over, there being nothing 
to paſs upon but a great Wheel like Ice, 
which turns about with a ſurprizing Rapi- 
dity, and by the means of this Wheel the 
Spirit helps his Angekłoł to get over. This 
Difficulty being ſurmounted, the next Thing 
they encounter is a large Kettle, in which 
O 4 live 


Moment no body knows but an Angeiho# Poglik; where, 
fore the other Angekkuts often return home again 
without Succeſs. This frightful Woman is ſaid to have | 
a Hand as big as the Tail of a Whale, with which if | 

ſhe hits any Body, he is at one Stroke mouſe-dead. 
But if the Angellet conquers her (which he does, if he | 
can get at her Aglerrutut, which hang dangling about | J 
her Face, and rob her of them) then ſhe muſt diſcharge | | 


all Fiſhes and Sea Animals, which ſhe has detained in 
Captivity ; who thereupon return to their wonted Sta- 


tions in the Sea, 
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live Seals are put to be boiled; and at laſt 
they arrive with much ado at the Reſidence 
of the Devil's Grandame, where the familiar 

Spirit takes the Angekkok by the Hand 
through the ſtrong Guard of Sea Dogs. The. 
Entry is large enough, the Road that leads 
3s as narrow as a ſmall Rope, and on both 
Sides nothing to lay hold on, or to' ſupport 
one ; beſides that, there is underneath a moſt 
frightful Abyſs or bottomleſs Pit. Within 

The infernal this is the Apartment of the infernal God- 

nt oe -: deſs, who offended at this unexpected 

their Vit. Viſit, ſhews a moſt ghaſtly and wrathful 
Countenance, pulling the Hair off her 
Head: She thereupon ſeizes a wet Wing of 
a Fowl, which ſhe lights in the Fire, and 
claps to their Noſes, which makes them 
very faint and fick, and they become her 
Priſoners. But the Enchanter or Angekkok, 
(being before-hand inſtructed by his Torn- 
gak, how to act his Part in this difmal 

Expedition) takes hold of her by the Hair, 
and drubs and bangs her fo long, till ſhe 
loſes her Strength and yields; and in this 
Combat his familiar Spirit does not ſtand 
idle, but lays about her with Might and 


Main, 
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Main. Round the infernal Goddeſs's Face When the 4. 


hok has 


hangs the Aglerrutit (the Signification | of dobhe her of 
which is to be found in my Son's Journals) — - _ 


which the Angelos endeavours to rob her Fiſhes and _ 
of, For this is the Charm, by which ſhe — of 
draws all Fiſhes and Sea Animals to her 
Dominion, which no ſooner is ſhe deprived 
of, but inſtantly the Sea Animals in Shoals 


forſake her, and reſort with all Speed to 


their wonted Shelves, where the Greenland- 


ers catch them in great Plenty, When this 
great Buſineſs is done, the Angekkok with 
his Torngak proud of Succeſs makes the beſt 
of their Way home again, where they find 
the Road ſmooth, and eaſy to what it was 
before. 


As to the Souls of the Dead, in theic Departed 


uls mu 
Travel to this happy Country, they meet glide down 
pon a ſharp 


with a ſharp pointed Stone, upon which the ses Stone, in thai 
Angelluts tell them, they muſt ſlide or {ge © he 
glide down upon their Breech, as there's no che Bleſſed. 
other Paſlage to get through, and this Stone 

is beſmeared with Blood; perhaps, by this 

myſtical or hieroglyphical Image, they 

thereby ſignify, the Adverſities and Tri- 


bulations 
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bulations thoſe have to ſtruggle with, who 
defire to attain to eee 


CHAP. XX. 


The Greenlanders Aftronomy, or their 
"Thoughts concerning = Su un, Moon, 
Stars and Planets. 
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1 HE Notions the Greenlanders have 
Tales of the of the Origin of heavenly Lights, 
Origin of the | ; 

Stars and Fla- as Sun, Moon, and Stars, are very nonſen- 
oy fical ; in that they pretend that they have 
formerly been ſo many of their Anceſtors, 
who, on different Accounts, were lifted up 
to Heaven and became ſuch glorious Cele- 


ſtial Bodies. 


The Sun and Their filly Stories concerning this Matter 
Moon former- . 3 
ly Greenlana have been related in the Continuation to 
ad Ser the Greenland Memoirs, or Relations; but 
as this Book, very likely, may not come 
to the Hands of every Body, I ſhall ſhortly 
remember ſome of them here. The Moon, 
as they will have it, has been a young Man, 
= called 


of Greenland. 
called Anningait, or Anningafina ; whoſe 
Siſter was the Sun, named Malina, or Ajut 
(by which latter Name they call any hand- 
ſome Woman, for whom they have a Va- 
lue, una.) The Reaſon why theſe two 
were taken up into Heaven, they give 1s 
this: There were once a Number of young 
Men and Women aſſembled to play toge- 
ther in a Houſe made of Snow, (according 
to their Cuſtom in the Winter Seaſon) when 
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the Moon or Anningait, who was deeply Cauſe of their 


Transforma- 


in Love with his Siſter, who aſſiſted at this tion. 


Aſſembly, was uſed every Night to put out 
the Light, that he might careſs her undiſ- 
covered: But ſhe not liking theſe ſtolen Ca- 
reſſes, once blackened her Hands with Soot, 
that ſhe might mark the Hands, Face, and 
Clothes of her unknown Lover, who in the 
dark made Addrefles to her, and by that diſ- 
cover who he was: (Hence, they ſay, come 
the Spots that are obſerved in the Moon) 
for as he wore a Coat of a fine white Rain- 
Deer Skin, it was all over beſmeared with 
Soot) hereupon Malina, or the Sun, went 
out to light a Bit of Moſs ; Anningait or 
the Moon did the fame, but the Flame of 

I his 
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his Moſs was extinguiſhed ; this makes the 
2 the Moon look like a fiery Coal, and not ſhine 
not ſo bright ſo bright as the Sun, The Moon then run 
a the Sun. after the Sun round about the Houſe for 
to catch her; but ſhe, to get rid of him, 
flew up into the Air, and the Moon pur- 
ſuing her, did hkewiſe; and thus they till 
continue to purſue one another, though the 
Sun's Career is much above that of the 


Moon*. 


The Moon They alſo tell us, that the Moon is yet 
ks yet hi HSA ES 

Livelihood. obliged to ſeek for his Livelihood upon 

dar ol the Seas. the Earth and Sea, in catching of Seals, as 

a: Food he formerly was uſed to; which 

they pretend he is a doing, when he appears 

not in the Air: Nay, they do not ſtick to 

ſay, that he now and then comes down to 

— their give their Wives a Vifit, and careſs them; 

es. : 

: for which Reaſon no Woman dare ſleep ly- 

ing 

They aſſign the Moon a Houſe in the Weſtern Part 

of the World, where he is often viſited and reſorted to 

by the Ange tuts. And the Sun, they ſay, has her A- 

bode in the Eaft; but ſhe is inacceſſible on account of 

her Heat, which keeps the Angettuts at a Diſtance ; at 


which ſhe is ſorely grieved, becauſe ſhe cannot leatn 
by them, how Matters ſtand upon Earth. 


„ 
* 
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ing upon her Back, without ſhe firſt ſpits 
upon her Fingers, and rubs her Belly with 
it. 


For the ſame Reaſon the young Maids 


are afraid to ſtare long at the Moon, ima- 


gining they might get a Child by the Bar- 
gain. During the Eclipſe of the Sun no 


Man dare ſtir out of the Houſe; and like- 


wiſe, when the Moon is eclipſed, no Wo- 


men goes abroad, becauſe they fancy, that 
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both hate the Sex of the other. The Sun The Sun re- 


t th 
for Joy puts on her Pendants, or Ear-bobs Tm pot 


the Reaſon of which they take to be the * 


Hatred ſhe bears againſt her Brother, which 
alſo reaches to his Sex. As on the contrary, 


the Greenland Women wear their Pendants 


at the Birth of a Boy, becauſe ſo uſeful a 
Creature is come into the World. Their 


Notion about the Stars is, that ſome of them 2 of e 


have been Men, and other different ſorts 
of Animals and Fiſhes, The faint Light 
of ſome Stars they attribute to their eating 
the Kidney; and Brightneſs of others, to 
their feeding upon Liver, They give alſo 
Names to many Stars and Conſtellations, 

| VIS, 
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viz. the three Sons in the Belt of Orion, 
they name Siełtut, that is ſeparated ; becauſe 
| theſe three, they ſay, before their Meremp- 
ſychoſs, or rather Metamorphoſis, were three 
honeſt Greenlanders, who being out at Sea, 
a Seal catching, were bewildred, and not 
being able to find the Shore again, were 
taken up into Heaven. 


Urſa Major, the great Bear Star, is ſtiled 
by thoſe that dwell in the 64 Degree, Tugto, 
or Rain-Deer ; while they that live in the 
Bay of Diſco at 99 Degrees, call it Aſelluit, 
the Name of a Tree, to which they tie 

their Line, when they ſhoot Seals. Taurus, 
the ſecond Sign in the Zodiac, is named 
Kellukturſet, or Kennel of Hounds, who 
ſeem to have a Bear among them ; by this 
Conſtellation they reckon their Hours by 
Night. Tver/uk, that is, two Perſons that 
contend with Songs or Verſes in taunting 
one another, as is cuſtomary among the 
Greenlanders, Theſe two Stars are in the 
Conſtellation Taurus, of which heretofore, 
Aldebaren orNennerroak, that is, a Light who 
lights the two Singers. Canis Major is cal- 

| led 


f Greenland. 
led Nelleraglek, which is a Name of a Man 


amongſt them; this they ſay has got on a 
Coat of Rain-Deers Skin. Gemini, Auriga 


and Cupella are named Killaub Kuttuk, that 
is, the Breaſt Bone of Heaven. 


When two Stars ſeem to meet together, 


they ſay, that they are a viſiting one ano-. 


ther ; others will have it to be two Women, 
who being Rivals, take one another by the 
Hair, . 
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Concerning Thunder and Lightning, they What they 


fall out and quarrel about a thick and ſtiff 
outſtretched Seal Skin (becauſe ſuch a Skin, 
if beaten as a Drum, has ſome Likeneſs to 
the Noiſe of Thunder; )) whilſt they are 
thus by the Ears together, down comes the 
Houſe with great bouncing and cracking, 
and the Lamps are broken, the Fires and 
broken Pieces fly about in the Air, and 
this, in their Philoſophy, is Thunder and 
Lightning. 


In 


: | . take Thund 
ſay, that two old Women live together a Wig 2 


one Houſe in the Air, who now and then 
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In their aſtronomical Syſtem, the Heaven 

turns about upon the Point of a huge Rock. 

The Snow, according to their Fancy, is the 

Blood of the Dead, on account that it 

turns reddiſh if you keep it in the Mouth. 

The Rain comes from a Ditch or Weer 

What the above in Heaven ; when it overflows there, 
it Rains here below. 


They mea- They have no Calendar or Almanacks, 

—— nor do they compute or meaſure the Time 
by Weeks or Vears, but only by Months; 
beginning their Computation from the Sun's 
firſt riſing above their Horizon in the Win- 
ter; from whence they tell the Month, for 
to know exactly the Seaſon, in which every 
ſort of Fiſhes, Sea Animals, or Birds ſeek 
the Land; according to which they order 
their Buſineſs. 


As nonſenſical now as theſe Notions of 
the Greenlanders are (as they in reality are) 
yet they come ſhort of the Egyptian King 
Ptolomy's Infatuation, who by the loathſome 

3 Flattery of his Aſtronomers was perſuaded 
rurned into that his Queen Berenice's Head of Hair was 
; 2 tran- 


5 of Greenland. 
tranſlated into Heaven and aſtrified, if 1 


may fay ſo; which Conſtellation to this 
Day goes by the Name of Coma Berenices, 


or Berenice's Hair: And what Travel- 
lers relate of China and the Eaft-Inates, 
where ſome are of Opinion, that the Sun's 
Eclipſe 'is nothing but, that a certain Devil 
or Spright ſometimes ſwallows up the Sun, 
and then again ſpews it out. 


" 


CHAP, XXL 


The Capacity of the Greenlanders, and 
their Inclination towards the Know- 
ledge of God, and the Chriſtian 
Religion; and by what Means this 
may eafily be brought about. 
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S the Greenlanders are naturally very Tue Nation 


: E f the Greens 
ſtupid and indolent ; fo are they * ane 


likewiſe very little diſpoſed to comprehen 


and conſider the divine Truths, which went 
expound to them; and notwithſtanding Peo- 


ple in Vears ſeem to approve of the Chriſtian 
P Doctrine; 


d moſt part ſtu- 
pid and inda . 
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Doctrine; yet it is with a furprizing Indif- 
ference and Coldneſs. For they can neither 
comprehend the miſerable Condition they, are 
in ; nor do they rightly underſtand and value 
the exceeding great Mercy and Loving-kind- 
neſs God has ſhewn towards Mankind in | 


| his dear Son Chriſt Feſus, fo as to move 


them to any Deſire and longing after it; 


ſome few excepted. This is to me an 


undeniable Evidence that the carnally- 
minded Man cannot comprehend the Things 
that belong to God ; for to him they ſeem 
to be fooliſh, and he cannot know them, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 1. Cor. 2. But as 


They are very they in general are ſo credulous, that one 


credulous. 


can make them believe any thing; ſo 
they are likewiſe in this grand Affair. They 
never queſtion what they- are taught of God 


and Chriſt; but at the fame Time it never 


takes any rooting in their Mind, becauſe it 
paſſes without any Conſideration and Feeling. 


For which reaſon they do not contradict or 
diſpute with us the Matters propoſed ; and 


very few have offered any Objections, 
or deſired any Difficulty to be explained. 
And as their Behaviour is filly and childiſh, 

3 | ſo 


of Greenland. 
ſo we have uſed the fame Method in teach- 
ing them, as we do to inſtruct little Chil- 
dren; inculcating the Chriſtian Truths into 
their Mind by frequent Repetitions, and 
making uſe of ſimple and obvious Compa- 
riſons, which, I thank God Almighty, has 
not wanted his Bleſſing. For I have per- 
ceived in ſome the working of his Grace gome of them 
in a ſerious Amendment of their Lives; and {ved to be 


devout, and 
their Endeavours have been to advance in the deſirous to 
. a hear theWord 
Way to Perfection, though all as yet is but of God. 
a Beginning and Infancy, as we have men- 
tioned in the laſt Year's Memoirs or Rela» 


tions of Greenland, 


It is a Matter which cannot be queſtioned, a Savage is 
that, if you will make a Chriſtian out of a fein 


transformed 


. into a reaſon- 
meer Savage and wild Man, you muſt firſt % Man, be. 


make him a reaſonable Man, and the next fore he ean be 


; | = = made a Chri- 
Step will be eaſier. This is authoriſed and ttian. 


confirmed by our Saviour's own Method, 
He makes a beginning from the earthly 
Things; he propoſes the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of God in Parables and Similitudes. 


The firſt Care taken in the Converſion of 


Heathens is, to remove ont of the Way all 
P 2 Ob- 
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Obſtacles,” which may hinder their Conver- 
fion, and render them unfit to receive the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, before any thing ſuc- 
ceſsfully can be undertaken in their Behalf. 


They moſt =. It would contribute a great deal to for- 
| : f 
— to Ward their Converſion, if they could by De- 


lic. grees be brought into a ſettled Way of Life, 
and to abandon this ſauntering and wan- 
dering about from Place to Place to ſeek 
their Livelihood. But this cannot be hoped 
until a Chriſtian Nation comes to be ſettled 
among them, (I mean in ſuch Places where 
the Ground is fit for Tillage and Paſturage) 
FAD to teach them, and by little and little ac- 
cuſtom them to a quiet and more uſeful 
Way of Life, than that which they now 
follow. 


And be re- They ſhould alſo be kept under ſome 
one Diſcipline, and reſtrained from their fooliſh 
Soperhurions. guperſtitions, and from the filly Tricks and 
wicked Impoſtures of their Angelbuts, which 
ought to be altogether prohibited and pu- 
niſhed. Yet my Meaning is, not that they 
by HC orce and Conſtraint ſhould be compelled 


to 


to embrace our Religion, but to uſe gentle 
Methods. Is it not allowed in the Church 
of Chriſt to make Uſe of Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline at Times and Seaſons, with Prudence 
and due Moderation; which is a powerful | 
Means to advance the Growth of Piety and I 
Devotion? How much more is it neceſſary | 
to apply the ſame Means here to grub up | 
an untilled Ground, where a new Church is | 
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to be planted ? Elſe it would be the fame Im- | 
prudence, as to throw good Seed into Thorns - | 
ahd mids which would choak the Seed. 
But as the chief Fruit of our Labours and The chief 
Fruits to be 
Teaching i is to be expected from the grow- expeied from « 


| ing Youth, ſo if ſome good Regulations WE 


and ſmall Foundations were laid for the | 
bringing up 'a Number of Children in the 4 
Chriſtian Faith and Piety, no doubt God | 
would proſper it; inaſmuch as theſe poor Chil- 
1 dren and growing Youth are very tractable | 
| and teachable, and good natured; ſhewing | 
no Inclination or Propenſity to Vice. Nei- | | 
- ther do they want Capacity; for I have | 
found, they will take any thing as ſoon as | 
any of our own Children. Now, if theſe Gifts | 


Or 
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or natural Talents were forwarded by the 

Gifts of Grace; who would queſtion their 
Growth and Advancement in the Chriſtian 

Faith and Virtues, which would ripen to 

the full Harveſt of eternal Happineſs? Good 

Not difficult God, how eaſy a Thing would it be to help 
wit of their theſe poor Wretches out of their Miſery, if 
2 Nt). thoſe that God has bleſſed with Wealth, were 
heavenly minded, and would be ſenſible of 

the wretched Condition of their fellow Crea- 

tures, and contribute out of their Abun- 

dance to the Founding of a School in theſe 

Parts, and the providing of other moſt ne- 


ceſſary Things? 


The King lis Majeſty, out of his wonted moſt glo- 
years be *rious Zeal for the Growth and Advancement 
Sow for 1%® of the Church of Chriſt, has moſt graci- 
1 ouſly provided, by a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
| ney yearly ſet apart, for the Greenland Mitſio- 
narics Entertainment, which Royal Bounty 

continues to this Day; for which Goodneſs 

the moſt gracious God will bleſs his Majeſty 

and all the Royal Hereditary Houſe, and. be 

their Reward for ever! But as a good deal 

of this Bounty Money muſt be employed 


wel 


0 —— 9 — 9 9 
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in the promoting of Trade (without which 
the Miſſion could not ſubſiſt) but little 
remains for promoting the proper End of 
the Miſſion, which is the Converſion of the 
Heathens, in which at preſent are employed 
no more than four Miſſionaries, and two Four Miſt- 


onaries, two 


Catechiſts, beſides ſome! few Charity Chil- Catechiſs, 


dren belonging to both Colonies, whoſe the Wies 
Entertainment is to be provided for. r FM 
therto we have not been able to do. great th Colonies. 
Matters, but contented ourſelves with ſome 
Excurſions here and there inſtructing the 
Natives; who likewiſe, when they have had 
an Opportunity, come to us with their 
Families, to be inſtructed. Bur as theſe 
Excurſions of ours, and thoſe Viſits of theirs 
have not been very frequent, and only for a 
ſhort Time, by Reaſon of the Impoſſibility 


of travelling at all Seaſons, which has o- 


bliged us to leave them for a while to deal 


for themſelves; it is not to be expected 
that our Pains-taking ſhould have had 
that Succeſs, which would attend it, if 
there were Miftonaries ſettled in different 
Stations amongſt them, For in ſeveral Years | 
we count but between 20 and 30 aged Per- 
ſons, 
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From 1725 ſons, and a 100 and odd young ones, that 
till now have 


been chrifined have been found capable to receive the Holy 


but 20 or 30 - 1 ä N 
grown People, Sacrament of Baptiſm. * If amongſt OUr- 


q q ; 99 , 
odd Chidrer ſelves we had no Schools, nor other pious 


Foundations, for the Inſtruction and Chri- 


ſtian Education of Youth and old People: 
Pray, what great Feats would one or two 
Teachers in a whole Country be able to do, 
by once or twice a Year taking a Journey 
throughout the Land, and preach a Paſſage 
Sermon? The Apoſtles of Chriſt did not 
think this Method ſufficient ; but after they 


had preached the Word of God up and 
down, they beſides ordained and conſtituted: 


Teachers and Catechiſts every where. And 
if ſo wholeſome-a Method be followed in 
Greenland, who will queſtion a happier Suc- 

And this is all I at preſent have to ſay of 
the Affairs of Greenland; leaving it to the 
Judgment of others to be made out and 
decided, whether Greenland is a Country 
that deſerves to be improved and taken 
Care of, or no? And whether its Inha- 
bitants may be called happy, or no? All 
Things well pondered, both the affirmative 


and 
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and:negative may be true, without the leaſt 
Conttadiction. For Greenland can paſs for no 
better than a diſmal and pitiful Country, in 
Regard to the greateſt Part of it, viz. all 
the Inland Country, which is perpetually 
covered with Ice and Snow, that never 
melts, and therefore of no Uſe to Man- 
kind ; and as to the remaining Part, on the 
Sea Side, moſt of it lies uncultivated and 
uninhabited: But here it may again be ſaid, 
that as to'the firſt Part, or the Inland Coun- 
try, it is a Thing that's paſt Remedy; but 
as to the laſt Part, or the Sea-Side, it may 
be put in a better State by Settlements, and 
Manuring, fo that it may recover its for- 
mer. Fertility ; and thus it might be rec- 
koned a good and profitable Country, pro- 
vided the formerly inhabited Tracts of Land 
were anew ſettled and peopled. I will 
forbear to mention the great Wealth and 
Richneſs, which lies hidden in the Green- 
land Seas, and can never be exhauſted. 


From the Land I will go to the Inhabi- 
tants, which every body will think more 
wretched 


* 
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wretched than happy, - conſidered as deſti- 
tute of the true Knowledge of their Crea- 
tor; and befides lead but very poor and 
deſpicable Lives. The Knowledge of God 


is undoubtedly that which affords the greateſt 
Happineſs to Mankind; as the Want of it 


makes one the moſt wretched of all Beings. 
But who would dare to deny it, if I ſhould 
find out ſomebody yet more wretched than 
they? And ſuch there are, who have been 
bleſſed with the true Knowledge of God; 
yet do nevertheleſs refuſe him that Obe- 


dience, which, as our Creator and Maſter, 


and in Regard of our Redemption and a 


Thouſand other particular Kindneſſes, has 


the beſt of Titles to demand it upon, ac- 
cording as he requires it of ns in his Holy 
Word. If the Life of the Greenlanders, 
which we call poor and deſpicable, with 
Reſpect to Morality, be compared to that 
of the moſt pretended Chriſtians ; I am 
afraid, they will confound others on the 
great Day of Judgment. For though they 
have no Law, yet by the Light of Nature 
do ſome of the Works of the Law, as the 


Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 2. What Thoughts will 


any 
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any one Nag who 8 bandes 
the predominant Paſſions, as Greedineſs af- 


ter Gain, Covetouſneſs, unmeaſured: Ambi- 
tion and Pride, ſumptuous, voluptuous, and. 
prodigal- Lives; Envy, Hatred and mutual 
Perſecutions, and innumerable other Vices 
and Crimes of moſt. Chriſtians? Can any 


one help thinking, but that ſuch Evil-Doers 


(the remoteſt from the Life, which is God 


alone) muſt be deemed the moſt unhappy 


of all? Whilſt on the other Hand, the 
Greenlanders paſs their Lives (as. I may ſay) 
in a natural Innocence and Simplicity. 
Their Deſires do not extend farther than to 
neceſſary Things; Pomp and Pride is un- 
known to them; Hatred, Envy and Per- 
ſecution never plagued them; neither do 
they affect the Dominion over one another. 
In ſhort, every one is contented with his 
own State and Condition, and are not tor- 


mented with unneceſſary Cares. Is not this 


the greateſt Happineſs of this Life? O hap- 
py People! what better Things can one with 


you, than what you already poſſeſs? Have 


you no Riches? yet Poverty does not trou- 
ble you, Have ye no Superfluity ? yet you 


ſuffer 
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ſuffer no Want. Is there no Pomp and 
Pride to be ſeen among you? neither is ther 
any Slight or Scorn to be met with. Is there 

no Nobility or high Rank amongſt them ? 
neither is there any Slavery, or Bondage. 
What is ſweeter than Liberty? And what is 
happier than Contentedneſs? But one thing 
is yet wanting, I mean, the ſaving Know- 

ledge of God and his dear Son Chriſt Jeſus, 

in which alone conſiſts eternal Life and 

Happineſs. John 17. And this is what we 

offer you, in preaching to you the Holy 

Goſpel. 


Now, God, who bad Light ſhine forth 
in Darkneſs enlighten your Hearts, in the 
Light of the Knowledge of God's glorious 
Apparance in and through Chriſt Jeſus. May 
he deliver your Souls from the Slavery of the 
Devil, and of ſinful Luſts, as you are free 
from corporeal Bondage, to the end that 
you always may be free with the Lord 
both in Soul and Body. Amen. 
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